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FOREWORD. 

The company of inspired men, commonly known 
as the prophets of Israel, were the unique product of 
the Jewish religious genius. They were pre-eminently 
preachers of righteousness. Fearless and undaunted, 
they told the house of Ssrad their sins and the house 
of Jacob their transgressions. They contemplated 
the facts of life from the highest point of view. For 
them religion and morality were blended, ethics and 
politics were one. Theirs was peculiarly a social mes- 
sage; the demand for justice underhes all their 
thiiJdng and speaking. They had a veritable passion 
for righteousness; through all the ages their words 
have been torches lighting the way of men struggling 
upward towards the truth. 

Though living over twenty-six hundred years ago, 
these men are very modem. As a great thinker haa 
well said, "The spirit of the prophets of Israel is in the 
modem soul." The foremost workers for the welfare 
of their fellowmen to-day posit social justice as the 
first article of their program. The world to-day, as 
never before, is filled with cries for social righteous- 
ness as the indispensable foundation for the structure 
of society. What is this but harking back to the 
eternal message of the ancient prophets P "Let 
justice flow as water" passionately and unreservedly 
demanded Amos of old; for him and his brother 
prophets this was the sine qua non for sodety's wel- 
fare ; the same may be said of the thousands and tens 
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of thousands to-da; of every creed and erery nation 
who are toiling for the social ulration of their 
fellowmen the irorld over. Ages meet; the words of 
the ancient preachers of righteousness are still the 
inspiration for the seekers after justice everywhere. 

The story of the life work of these giants of the 
spirit has often been told, but it can be told none too 
often, particularly if the telling is well done, as is 
the case in the present volume. Kach one of these 
men delivered the same message in bis own individual 
and inimitable way. Yet their work was cokitinuous 
and forms a consecutive tale. In the speeches and 
experiences of each one of them the eternal truths 
they present appears in differing light. The author 
of the present volume approaches his subject, <me 
might say, from the dramatic standpoint, for, with 
fine insight, he has culled from the lives of the 
prophets those striking and intense experiences which 
illustrate most powerfully the indomitable spirit of 
these men who followed right in scorn of consequence, 
for were they not the messengers of the God of right 
Irhose demand upon men is, as told by one of thran in 
imperishable words, to do justice, to love mercy and 
to walk humbly with God? 

The author has succeeded well in his characteriza- 
tion of the various prophets. His pages glow with 
the vital spark of each prophet's flaming figure. 
He has named his book fittingly "Stories of the 
Prophets," and interesting stories has he told. He 
has brought to his task not only a sympathetic appre- 
ciation of his subject, but an imaginative faculty 
that has enabled him to supply links in the narrative 
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8Uggest«cl if not actually given in the incidents pre- 
Ecrved in the recorded annals. 

From the words of the prophets themselves he has, 
therefore, occasionally built up situations which if 
not strictly indicated in the original text may, at 
any rate, be imagined. Not as predictors of events 
in the far future, for this the prophets were not, 
despite frequent interpretations of th^ words altmg 
this line, but as bold speakers of the truth, as flery 
preachers of the right, as intrepid champions of the 
poor and oppressed, as fearless denouncers of cor- 
ruption and wrong in high places does our author 
present the leading figures in his book. As such, 
their words are as significant for us to-^y as they 
were for the men of their generation, and their 
impassioned accents sound as forcefully now as they 
did then. This is brought out clearly and strikingly 
in the sketches of this volume, which without doubt 
will succeed in giving a vivid picture to the reader 
of these towering spirtual heroes who belong to the 
ages, speakers of the everlasting nays and yeas of the 
Everlasting God. 

David Pbiupsoh. 

Cincinnati, Septeubeb, 1912. 
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The Shepherd of Tekoah 



An End to War. 



The whole aty of Satnsna rang with the glad 
tidingB. Fleet-footed numen, who had ataited with 
this precious news on the day of victory, covered 
more than one hundred and fifty milea to bring it to 
the capital of the Kingdom of IsraeL 

They crossed mountains and swam rivers, fairly 
flew over fertile plains and through busy cities, 
shouting, while there was breath in their bodies : 
"Dsmaseiu hu fallml" 
Many of the messengers fell ex^nsted on the way* 
but others took up the wonderful iwws from the 
front and carried it on, until the whole northern 
part of the kingdom knew of the king's victtrj. 

Little by little the whole story was told to the eajer 
Samarians — how the king, Jeroboam 11, himself led 
the hosts of Israel; how attack followed attack upoi 
the fortified Syrian capital ; how the first breadi was 
made in the outer wall; how the vahant Isradites 
rushed upon the enemy, and how the final victory was 
won for Israel's standard. 

What a celebration was there in Samaria that 
long-to-he-rememhered day I 
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Not ainee tiie idays when the fint Jooboam le3 the 
nbdlion of the ten tribes against King Solomon*! 
,weak son, Rehoboam, and established the independent 
kingdom of the Ten Tribes, with Samaria as the cap- 
ital, was there such rejoicing in that citj. 

We can picture the celebration in our mind's ^e; 
we cannot describe it in words. 

Parents who had sent their sons to the war now 
laughed happily through their tears, because there 
woidd be an end to war. 

Sisters whose brothers doubtless laj dead in and 
about the walls of the doomed city, now sang songs 
of joy in the midst of their weeping, because there 
would be an end to war. 

.'Tbe st r on ge st and finest men of Israel had giTen 
their lives for iheir country, but now, thank God I 
there would be an end to war. 

The fall of Damascus meant the end of a hundred 
and fifty years* war, ctmunenced by Ben-hadad I| of 
Syria, against Israel, long before Jeroboam's great- 
grandfather estaUuthed the dynasty of Jehu on the 
thwaie of Iw*el- 

It meayt even more than that; it meant the voA 
of Swian oppression, and, perhaps, a period of peace 
to the long-troubled and war^ridden kingdom of 

No wonder, then, that there were feasts t^ re- 
yoicing and full-throated cries: 



fill«iil Long llTB King JeralotuDl' 
'Thunaaous has fslIeBr Long lUa to tha hotue of Jdinl* 

'AU day and all night Samaria swarmed with peo- 
I^e. The streets were thronged with shouting men 
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AN END TO WAB. • 

and women who had ctnne from Gdba and Dothan, 
and even from Jeznel on the norths and from Sche- 
chem and ShOoh and Bethel oa the Bouth, to hdp 
celebrate the great victory. 

Sacrificea were brought at all the sanctuaries of 
bael — ^in Bethel, in Dan, in Gilgal, in Beershdia. 

Priests and people brought thank-offerings, and* 
together, sang praises to God : 

*^0od la II17 Uriit uid my ilwMoa, 
Whom Mtull 1 fwrt 
God ia the strength o< 1117 Ufa^ 
Of whom aliaU I ba afnUT" 

Truly, God was cm the side of Israel, at else the 
Syrians coold not have been d^eated. He was show- 
ing twor to the Northern Kingdom, and was pleased 
with Israel, for was sot Judab, the Southern King- 
dom, too, paying tribute to JembounP 

And so they recalled how Joash, the father of the 
great Jeroboam U, defeated Amaziah, king of Judah, 
ioA him captare, partially demolished the walls of 
Jerusalem, and looted the Temple in Jerusalem. 

The older men of Samaria remembered the fine 
sarcasm with which Joash treated Amaziafa's chal- 
lenge to war, in his reply: 

**The thistle QuA was in Ldbanon sent to the cedar 
that was in Lebanon, saying, *GiTe thy daughtra- to 
my son to wife,' and there passed by a wild beast 
that was in Lebanon, and trod down the thistle." 

How young and old laughed at the repetition ot 
this clever little story that compared Israel to a cedar 
in its strength and to a wild beast in its fighting 
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4 STORIES OF THE PROPHETS. 

power, and Judah to a pou-, little tiusUe to be 
tramped opon! 

Jeroboam II was indeed a son of his father . Joaah 
hummed Judah, laraePs enemy on the south; Jero- 
boam humbled Syria, Israel's enemy on the north. 

Not satisfied with the fall of Damascus, however, 
Jeroboam pushed right ahead and captured Lodebar 
and Kamaim, which he turned over to Assur-daD, 
king of Assyria. 

Tlie fact is that Jeroboam had to do this. It was 
his end of a bargain made with Assur-dan. It was 
agreed between the two that the Assyrians would keep 
their hands off during the war between Israel and 
Syria. 

As a reward for Assur-dan's non-interference, Jer- 
oboam undertook to capture these two cities and turn 
tiiem over to the Syrians to become part of his em- 
pire. 

Having fulfilled his agreement, Jeroboam con- 
tinued his victorious march further north, and never 
stopped until he had laid low the pride of Hamath, 
the prosperous city on the river Orontes. 

Jeroboam II, thus had the great distinction of re- 
storing the boundaries of the Kingdom of Israel to 
the proportions of the empire of David and Solomon, 
"from the entrance of Hamath unto the sea of Ara- 
bah," which is the Dead Sea. 

Wonderful was the reception prepared for the 
king and his victorious army on their return to Sa- 
maria. More people had come to the <nty to join in 
the welcaming demonstratim than had pilgrimed to 
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Jcnuftlem on the Passorer, in tlie days before tbe 
divinoD of the kingdom. 

The nortbem waUs vere masaed with people, and 
tbe gates were decorated with flowers. Priests and 
ddors, dressed in spotless white and led by the high 
priest, Amaziah, himself, awaited Jerohoam and his 
generals just outside of the city and preceded them 
to the gates. Such an acdamation of joy as greeted 
the king upon his entrance through the gates had 
nerer been heard in Samaria. 

Passing through a triumphal arch of stone and mar- 
ble, the procession was met by hundreds of maidens 
and children, clothed in linen and gold, who led tbe 
way, singing and strewing flowers in the path of the 
heroes. 

A turn in the street led to the market-place. Here 
had been built a great triumphal arch of irory and 
gold, beyond which was an altar, specially erected for 
the occasion. 

Passing through the arch, Anuuiah and Jeroboam 
mounted the steps that led to the altar. All the rest 
remained below. When the priest and the king faced 
the people the singing and the shouting ceased. With 
due ceremony, and according to the rites, the king 
brought a thanks-oflfering to God for his rictwies 
and his safe return. When Amaziah placed (he sac- 
rifice upon the altar a deep hush fell orer Uie great 
assembly. 

Slowly the smoke of the sacrifice rose to heaven, 
and the multitude of people, like one man, fdl oa 
their knees and worshiped. 
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6 STORIES OP THE PROPHETS. 

'Jeroboun wu deeply moved. Solenmlj he railed 
his right hand, and, from the depths of his grateful 
heart, be said: 

■TtaM to tba hooM of Imdl" 

Like the rumble of a mighty ware ndling tomrd 
the shore csme the response from the sea of wot' 
■biping people: 

TR» 3m bonsa of Imol, pauel" 

For one vhole week after Jeroboam's triumphant 
entry into the capital, Samaria was a place of feast- 
ing and rejoicing. When, by conmiand of the lung, 
the cddbration came to an end and the people began 
to return to thor homes, eadi one, on leaving the 
city's gates, repeated to himself the now answered 
prayer of over a century : 

"Pmcb to the ItoaH of bnsll 
lb ths hoius of IbmI, pHMt" 
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In the Dayi of Protperitg. 

It was market day in Samaria. 

Great throngs of people crowded ell the streets. 
They jostled each other good naturedly^ traded, bar- 
gained, renewed aoquaintanceship, spt&e of their 
home towns and expressed the hope of meeting agaia. 

The market place itself, where the many bazaars 
displayed wonderful merchandise from many cities 
and many lands, was an especially lively place. It 
was gay with life and color. Gilded chariots and 
ivory-bedecked litters passed to and fro. Heralds 
announced particularly important personages and 
escorts and cleared a way for them with whip or 
spear. Military men and merchant princes, with many 
followers, often scattered the smaller ma^;hants and 
petty traders in their path through the ma^et. 
Many were caught under the wheels of the vehicles 
of the rich when they did not get out of the way 
quickly enough. OUwrs were purposely thrust asit^ 
by the wealthy aristocrats simply to show their dis- 

It was a typical Samarian market day — crowds and 
noise; buying and selling; idle rich and drudging 
poor; haughty military grandees, in their resplendent 
attires, and cowed, miserable beggars in their rags; 
color and laughter at the bazaars, and tears and sor- 
row at the auction block just across the way — always 
crowds and always noise. 

T 
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The auctioneer was shouting above the general din 
the good pmnts of a mam who had just been placed 
on the block. 

"To be sold till the Jubilee Year," he cried. "How 
mucj) am I bid?" 

A derk read the court's decree that this man was 
to be sold for d^t. It was signed by the judges, who 
sat in the East Gate of Samaria. The document was 
a cold, formal statement. It did not take into account 
the reason wh; this man, in the full vigor of man- 
hood, had fallen into debt. His creditors had pushed 
the pofH- fellow hard for their money. He could not 
pay. He pleaded with the judges that the sickness 
of his wife and children had reduced him to direst 
need, but it was without avail. He could not pay his 
debts and must work them off as a slave for seven 
years ; that was the decree of the court. After seven 
years he would be a free man again. Cases like this 
were very common. 

The keen eye of the auctioneer noted a man at the 
far edge of the platform who had made several at- 
tempts as if to bid during the sale. He was a 
middle-aged man, tall and thin, but wiry. His face 
was bronzed from exposure to sun and wind. He 
wore a long woolen mantel that completely covered 
him, even to the sandals on his feet. 

"How much am I hid?" The auctioneer spoke the 
question directly to this country yokel, while he 
winked at the crowd in front of him. He thought 
that the fellow who came to the market clad in sudi 
clothes, instead of his Sabbath best, had little money 
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IN THE DAYS OF PROSPEaUTY. 9 

with him to bu; a elave, and less use for <me. So ha 
spoke the question again to the "farmer," expecting 
an answer that would make the crowd laugh and 
put them in good humor. 

The country yokel again made as if to speak but 
changed his mind and backed away, facing the auc- 
tioneer. 

He had hardly backed three paces when he bumped 
into some one. He was pushed violently forward, and, 
before he could recover, winced under a stinging crack 
from a whip. 

He turned quickly and faced two brutish looking 
men, swearing at his awkwardness and cursing his im- 
pudence for being in the way. 

The "farmer" could have given a good account of 
himself in a square fight with these men, but he knew 
better than to start a fight with them. They were the 
f oreguords to a splendid pleasure out£t — ^the outfit of 
a very rich Samarian merchant. A fi^t meant ar- 
rest and punishment at the hands of Samarian judges, 
whether he was in the right or not. The rich of 
Samaria had the judges under their thumbs. A 
stranger or a poor man, in fact, anycme who had 
no influence tn Samaria, stood Uttle chance of getting 
justice. 

So the farmer cleared the way. Standing aside, 
he watched the chariot drawn by four Egyptian 
steeds, surrounded by guards, slaves and hangers-on, 
make its way through the crowded market place, pay- 
ing no attention to the rights and privileges of any 
one. The wealthy merchant in the chariot held his 



D.a.t.zsd by Google 



tlQ STORIES OF. THE PROPHETS. 

head up proudly. He greeted only tiie prosperoaB 
lodcing; apon the curiotu crowda o&d mudl mer- 
chants^ he looked down with contempL 

The merchant whose attend&ntfl had to groaaly in- 
sulted the **fanneT" drew up before a great palace. 
Rich carpets were spread from the chariot to the 
steps of the mansion. The rich man's followers bowed 
low as he passed up the steps and through the door 
held open by attendants. Some followed him into the 
house ; others mingled with the people in the market 
place; the slaves went to their quarters by a rear 
entrance. 

fTbe stranger in the woolen robe was not as green 
aa he looked. He had witnessed the growth and pros- 
perity of Samaria during the last twenty years of 
Jeroboam H's reign until it became the busiest trade 
center in the Empire. 

Leaning agunst the stone column, on which was 
graren the record of Jeroboam's victory over Dama». 
cus, and still smarting from the lash of the servant's 
whip, he recalled the story of Samaria's great strides 
to its present prosperous condition. 

The subjugation of Judah on the south, which this 
JParmer had good cause to remember ; the conquest of 
Syria on the north and Jeroboam's peace compact 
with Asayria further east, assured a long period of 
peaceful devdopment within the empire, 
tf New highways were built, so that the farther ends 
of the country were brought close together for busi- 
ness purposes. Farmers could bring their crops to 
the cities easily.^ Many remained in the cities and en- 
gaged in business pursuits. Caravans traveled great 
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distances, bringing precious luxuries from one part 
of the empire to ancAhn, and even from f or^gn coun* 
tms. 

Many thus became very wealthy. They built tbem- 
•elvee palaces for winter residences in the cities and 
palaces for summer residences in the country. To get 
rich seemed to be the aim of everybody; and, with 
riches, came ostentation and luxuriant liring. 

The city of Samaria, especially, was the center for 
Israel's most wealthy men. Their homes were wonders 
of stone and ivory. The furnishings rivaled in beauty 
the splendor of the outside. The rooms were high 
and spacious. The beds and tables and chairs were 
f»f the 6nest wood of Lebanon, carved by the crafts- 
men of Tyre, and inlaid with ivory. The coverings 
were of the richest purple and gold from Egypt and 
the Lidies. Wine cellars were a part of every house 
and feasts were spread whenever the occasion offered 
itself. Fatted lambs and calves were slaughtered daily 
to supply the tables, and new instruments were in- 
vented to furnish music at the feasts. 

This, however, was only one side of the picture of 
Samaria in its days of greatest prosperity. The 
*'farmer" knew that there was another, much less beau- 
tiful. While the rich were growing richer, the poor 
were grovring poorer. 

The rich, thinking tmly of themselves, iheir wealth, 
their power, their good times, cheated and oppressed 
the poor unmerdfolly. They gave false weights and 
short measure and sold at high prices, poor stuff at 
that. They would drive a poor man into debt and 
liave him BiAd into slavery ; so that human beings be- 
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eotne a drug on the market, aa it were. In fact, at the 
very auction which the ''fanner" watched that daj* 
one poor man was sold for the price of a pair of shoes. 
The poor had even no chance to get justice in the 
courts. The greed for money placed corrupt offi- 
<3aU in office and the offenders bribed them to the un- 
doing of the poor and needy. 

Strange to say, the Israehtes, in whose midst there 
were those who lived such scandalous hves and treated 
the poor people so outrageously — the Israelites — 
nevertheless, believed in their hearts that they had not 
forgotten God. They believed that God was with 
them; that He loved them above all other peoples; 
that He guarded and protected them; that He sent 
them all their blessings of prosperity and peace. 

This is the way they reasoned it out: Had not 
God helped them to defeat JudahP Had not God 
been with them when they crushed their ancient foe, 
Syria? Did not God said them rain in season, so 
that crops were good and plentiful P 

"Therefore," said they, "God is on our side. Let 
us go up to the sanctuaries and offer sacrifices upon 
His altars." 

And so, at festival times, Bethel and Gilgal, and 
Dan and Beersheba were crowded with the rich, offei^ 
ing their sacrifices, feasting, drinking and rejoicing. 
It never entered their minds that God is the Grod of 
the poor, as well as of the rich. Though they con- 
tinued to rob and oppress and enslave the poor and 
the needy and the helpless, they were perfectly satis- 
fied with the idea that all God asked of them was to 
c^er the prescribed sacrificea. If there were any who 
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knew differ^itly* or iiiought differently, they seem- 
ingly did not dare say bo in anybody's hearing. For 
the poor, these were, indeed, evil times. 

At this point in hie musings, the "fanner" actually 
shuddered. He was not aware that his peculiar dress 
and his peculiar position at the moment had attracted 
attention. While he was contrasting in his mind the 
great difference between the rich and the •poor in 
Samaria, several men, having nothing better to do, 
had stopped to stare at the ydcel. As is always the 
case when people stand in the street and gawk, a large 
crowd soon assembled. A militar;^' chariot stopped 
near the group of curious gazers to see what was go- 
ing on. Soon several others wne halted there, in- 
cluding gilded and gaudy litters, in which fashitxiably 
dressed women were being conveyed. All starec^ 
called each other's attention to the queerly garbed 
stranger, and finally laughed outright. 

The man who was the center of attraction became 
aware of the crowd only when he had reached that 
point in his thoughts, the horrible picture of which 
bad made him shudder. When he noticed the crowd, 
he gasped. He recovered frmn his astonishment 
quickly, however. He opened his mantle, showing his 
gaunt, powerful form. He raised his head and faced 
the crowd. His face, strong and sunburned, was tense 
and drawn for a moment ; then it relaxed. Deep lines, 
expressing severe pain, were furrowed in his fore- 
head. 

The crowd, in turn, was astonished at the complete 
change that had come over the "yokel.** Before they 
recovered from their mistaken opinion about the man, 
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the; saw him dinch his fists in determinatiMi and 
heard his Ttnce ring out clearly and distinctly, above 
the din of the market place: 

"Hear ye, 
WLo turn justice to wormwood 
And CKBt down rigfcteouaneai to tba earth; 
Wbo tr&mple upon, tiie poor 
And oiBict the jnst; 
Who take a briba 

And thruet aside tlie needy In the gate: 
I know bow numifolij are your tranagieuiHU, 
Saith the Lord, Qod of hosta. 
And how mighty your atoe, 
Hie end of my people land, hath oome, 
8aith the Lord, God of hoata, 
I can no longer foTgife." 

This outspoken attack upm Samaria, itS' rich, and 
its military nobles, was so extraordinary that it amazed 
the crowd. Having spoken, the **farmer" turned 
away and was soon lost among the bazaais. Some 
looked after him, astonished at his recklessness in 
laying himself open to the revenge of the powers Uiat 
be. Others lotted after him, amazed at his bravery 
and fearlessness. 

That night many in Santaria had heard of the un- 
known stranger and his speech in the market place. 
At many dinner tables the question was asked: 

*'Who is this man who dares to lift his voice against 
the high and powerful in behalf of the poor and 
downtrodden P" 

"Who is this man who dares to proclaim the docnn 
of the Kingdom of Israel in the days of its greatest 
prosperity?** 
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The Man Who Dared. 

TKere livecl a man In the little town of Tekoah, in 
the Kingdom of Judah, twelve miles south of Jerusa- 
lem, who made a living from "dressing sycamore 
trees." »• 

]ji ancient Palestine, the fruit of the sycamore that 
grew in Judah was dried, ground into flour and used 
for making coarse hread. This bread was eaten by 
the very poorest people, who could not afford to buy 
wheat. 

Now, the man who lived from gathering poor fruit, 
oat of which poor bread was made, for poor people, 
must, himself, have been very poor. 

But a poor man may love his country as much as a 
rich man; and, when the foolish war between Ama- 
xiah of Judah and Joash of Israel broke out, this 
"dresser of sycamore trees,** from Tekoah, followed 
his king on the battlefield. 

At the battle in which Amaziah was defeated and 
'Joash gained his greatest victory, leading to the 
'destruction of part of the fortifications of Jerusalem, 
this man, fighting valiantly in the front ranks, with 
many other patritrtic Judeans, laid down his life for 
his country. He was buried in the trenches, an un- 
Icnown hero, whose name is not even in the records. 

But history gives as the record of his son, named 
Amos. Left with his widowed mother, after the war, 
the burden of finding a living for the two was soon 
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ihnut upon him. Thoc was only one thing that ha 
knew bj vhidi he could earn money — "dreaaing syca- 
m<nv trees." 

He went at hi* work with a vim. As he grew up» 
and his and his mother's needs increased, his wits be- 
came sharpened. Why could be not dry and grind 
the sycamore fruit himself? This he did and increased 
his income. Then, his mother suggested that she 
would bake the flour into bread, if he would sdl it. 
Amos agreed to that, and the little family thrived. 

One day Amos brought the idea to his mother that 
their sycamore bread could be sold at a better price 
in J^usolem. He asked for permission to go there 
and his mother, desiring more that h^ scm should see 
the capital than that he should get higher prices for 
the bread, said : 

"Go, my son, and God be with thee.** 

Hiat trip to Jerusalem and the several trip* that 
followed, made a great impression upon the young 
man and gave a remarkable turn to his wh<de life. 

He saw Jerusalem, of whoee beauty and glory his 
father had often tcdd him, a fallen city. It had not 
yet recovered from the terrible results of the war 
with Amaziah of Israel ; King Uzziah had not yet 
restmrd the treasures and vessels of which the temple* 
had been looted ; and, in the quarter of the city wha« 
Amos sold his bread, oh ! such povoty, such wretched- 
ness, such desoIatiiHi ! 

His heart was filled with grief. He went to the 
trenches where he knew his father lay in an unmarked 
grave, and wept bitterly. There, at his father's 
grave, a wonderful thought came to him. A new li^t 



D.a.t.zsd by Google 



D.a.t.zsd by Google 



■'Prepare to tuccl thy God, O lsracl."~Amoi IV, 12. 
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entered into hit life and a great determination for his 
future career. His mind once made up, he aoon out- 
lined a plan fra* himBelf , and having the determination 
to carr^v the plan through, he made rapid progress. 

With the additional profits that resulted from his 
business trips to Jerusalem, Amos bought sheep and 
goats and became a shepherd, as well as a gatherer of 
sycanuM^ fruit. 

The great rocky wilderness that slopes from the 
limestone hills of Tekoah down to the Dead Sea was 
just the place where sheep and goats could prosper. 

So, in additimi to the thriving business of his old 
trade, he dealt, also, in goat milk and wool and in 
the an i main themselves. 

Often, as he sat on the hillsides. In the oool of the 
sycamores, and watched his flocks, his mind would 
turn to the things he saw and heard in Jerusalem. 
He bad heard there that Bethel, one of the sanctu- 
aries of Israel, was always filled with pilgrims at festi- 
val time — and he determined upon a trip to Bethel, 
twenty-two miles north of Tekoah. 

He returned greatly disheartened. 

"Wealth and feasting saw I there," Amos told his 
mother, "and wine and song, and altars reeking with 
blood of fatted lambs and oxea ; but God was not in 
the heart of the people of Israel." 

His mother chided him gently. To say such things 
was blasphemy; for sacrifices were demanded of all 
the people by the religious laws of the state; and it 
was also commanded that a portion of the sacrifice 
should be conaiuned by him who brou^t it — there- 
ton the feasting. As to the song and wine, did not 



DiqitizsObyGOO^^lc 



as STORIES OF THE PROPHETS. 

the Sweet Singer say, "Serve the Lord with glad- 
new ?" 

Amos did not reply. He knew that hi§ good- 
h«irted mother had given expression to the idea of 
God's worship as all the people, both of Israd and of 
Jndah, at that time, understood it. Tfaey brought the 
sacrifices, as prescribed by the priests at the sanctu* 
aries ; a portion of the slaughtered animal was given 
to God on the altar, and the portion that was eaten 
by the sacrificer was looked up<m as a meal — a ban- 
quet — participated in by him and God, together ; such 
a meal soon became a feast, with wine and aoag. Un- 
fortunately, these banquets often degenerated into 
drunkenness and revelry. 

Amos fdt that sudi worship of God was not right, 
but he had not yet discovered what was wrong. 

When the period of prosperity opened up for Israd, 
with Jeroboam n*s conquest of Damascus, Judah 
also felt the good times. Amos, now an experienced 
master herdsman, took the advantage afforded by the 
peace and improved business conditions. He traveled 
with his stock-in-trade to far northern markets, to 
Samaria, to Damascus, to Hamath, and, fnxn Uiere 
bis caravans wended their way east, even as far as 
the City Asshur, the capital of Assyria. 

He was not a mere trader, however. He was a close 
observer and a student of men and things wherever 
he led his caravans. He talked with strangers about 
other lands which he had not visited and became, 
therefore, well acquainted with political, religious and 
Bocial*conditiona everywhere. 
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All this made no change in the outward circum- 
stances of Amos. Succees did not turn his head. He 
did not build himself a palace, but remained with his 
mother in the village of Tdioah, where he waa bora 
and raised. He did not indulge himself with fine 
clothes and hi^ living, but continued to dress simply 
and live plainly. 

His mother waa often greatly worried about Amos. 
When he returned from a far northern and eastern 
trip he would betake himself to his beloved hills and 
sycanwre groves and flocks. He would w<»'k with 
the most lowly of bis sycamore fruit gatherers; but 
he would often spend hours by himself in the woods 
or in the wilderness. 

It was during these lonesome hours that Amos 
added high thinking to his simple living. The gran- 
deur of Samaria and the wealth he saw displayed in 
Bethel did not deceive him. Neither did the peace 
compact between Jerc^Niam H and Assur-dan HI 
blind him to the exact state of affairs in the relation- 
ship between the two countries. 

He knew that Tiglath-Pileser HI, the successor 
of Assur-dan, had crushed all rebellions in Assyria, 
which Assur-dan HI had failed to do, and was re- 
organizing the army of the great empire. He knew 
that Damascus, which had bem weaken^ by Jero- 
boam H beyond hope of recovery, would be the first 
point of conquest for the young and energetic Pul, 
as Tiglath-Pileser was called. Next before him, to 
the south, lay the rich Kingdom of Israel, the booty 
. from whose palaces and sanctuaries would be mm 
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oaormous prize for the Assyrian emperor and hii 
army. After Damasciu, must come Samaria! 

In other words, Amos saw distinctly that the time 
was near when Israel ^ould have to fight again ftw 
its independence and its yay life ; and he asked him- 
Bcdf, "Is Israel prepared P" 

Clearly it was not. The rich had become unfit 
for war, because of their luxuriant living. The poor 
had become unlit for war, because of their oppression 
by the rich. Should the AssyriaDs invade the land, 
how could such a nation of weaklings defend its home 
and its liberty? 

Israel must be warned ! It must be awakened f ran 
its stupidity to a realizatim of the danger ahead) 
The rich must cease their extravagances and become 
manly men again! The poor must be given their 
rights, must be treated justly and righteously, that 
they may become manly men again ! Only a naticm of 
moral, upright, God-fearing men can hope for vic- 
tory! If the Assyrians should defeat and cmsU 
Israel, it will be God's punishment visited upon brad 
for its tins and crimes. 

Amos had often discussed these things with his 
mother. She was not surprised, therefore, when, one 
day, upon his return fnnn a long trip into Assyria, 
AmoB said to her, "I am called to the cities of Israel. 
My mission will be prolonged many days." 

The good woman knew and understood. Laying 
her hands upon his head, she repeated the blessing 
with which she had blessed him when, as a timid young 
man, he made his first trip to Jerusalem: 

**Go, my son, and God be with thee." 
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And so it waa that Amoe, the herdnnen of Tdtoah* 
had dared to speak for the poor people in Samaria^ 
and to prophesy the fall of the Kingdom. 

His first speech attracted little attention* but 
otlierB, in various parts of the country, to the s&me 
effect, followed. Many laughed at them ; few thought 
seriously about them. 

But Amoe was not so easily discouraged. He con- 
cluded that the wrcmg idea the people had about 
God, how to worship Him and what He demanded 
of them, was the cause of all the evil. Amos, there- 
fore, selected the sanctuaries during festival seasm 
as the place where he must do his preaching. 

He went especially to Bethel, the king's sanctuary, 
where Jeroboam brought his sacrifices and where the 
great nobles and soldiers and richest merchants gath- 
ered and reveled in their feasts. 

One day Amos broke in upon a reveling group, with 
the unexpected call: 

'Prepare to oieet tby God, O IbtmII" 

Such a call was, indeed, unexpected. The Israel- 
ites, assembled at the sanctuary, offering their sacri- 
fices, believed that they were leith their God. Some 
one told Amos as much, and the crowd jeered at the 
fool, who evidently did not understand his religion. 

This laughter ceased suddenly, however, when Amos 
began to chant a mournful dirge : 

"^ear ye this word wUab I take up for a iMnentatioa om 
yon, houM of Israeli 
Fallon, no nwrs to riM, U tha virgin Isra«ll 
Cast down nix» her soil aha 11m, 
TbsT* ii none to ralia her np. 
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Tha dl? that taketh the Add with a tluMuand, 
Hath but a hundred left; 

And tbt one t^t taketb the field with a htutdre^ 
Hatii bnt ten left" 

A jouDg officer, who felt that the anny, the pride 
of the Kingdoin, bad been gro§sly insulted, nubed 
forth from the crowd and exclaimed, hotly : "Thou 
art a false prophet ! Prophesy no more." 

Then be continued, explaining to Amoe and to 
the crowd, that God could not bare sent such a mee- 
aage to the house of Israel. God was with them, be 
said, and was gracious to them. Israel was stronger, 
mightier than ever before and Israel was, that very 
day, at Bethel, at Gilgal, at Be^isbeba, bringing 
tfaanksKtfferings to God. 

Amos stood stolidly by and listened until Otic young 
man liad finished. Then he replied: 

"Thns iaitli God to the bouse of Israel: 
Ye that oppreas the poor and crash the needj, 
'itiat Sample upon the jast and cauee the poor of the land 

to f aU, 
Seek M» and liw, 
But seek not Bethel, 
And Qilgal do not enter. 
To Beenh^ba go not orer; 
For Gilgal shall surely go into eaptivitf 
And Bethel shall coma to nau^t. 
Seek God and not evil 
That ye may live 
And BO Ood, the Lord of hosts, 
Uay be with you, as you lay. 
Hata evil and love good, 
And establiih justice In the gate. 
Perfaape God will be gracioua, 
Tb» God of hoati, to a lemnant of Joflcpb." 
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The young officer ahook hia head in dugiut and 
walked away. Othen, howerer, remained awhile, med- 
itating upon what Amos had said. 

Anws, too, when he wmt his way, felt that his 
words had made an impression. He tbou^t they had 
faUen, like seeds, upon f ertOe soil. Would these seeds 
take root? Would they grow and flourish? Would 
they bear fruit when the crisis for Israel came? 

But first a crisis for Amos came, whoi be had to 
fi^t (or hia life. 
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Trtaum and a Fight. 

For some time, mw, Amoi had been preadung his 
new Mid f onnerly unheard-of ideas, to the effect that 
God prefers rather that man be just to his fellowmeii 
than that he offer sacrifices; that Israel hod become 
weakened because of its indulgence in luxuriant livingt 
on the one hand, and because of the oppression and ill 
treatment of the poor and needy, on the other; that 
God would be with the people against their enemies 
onlj when the people turned away from their idola- 
trous worship and sought God, by d<nng good and 
hating evil. 

And he had been rewarded with laughter and jeers 
and derisimi on the part of the people he tried to 
save! 

Any other man would have given up long ago ; not 
BO Amos. His rebuffs, however, made him somber 
and morose. 

In his great address at Bethel he held out the hope 
to Israel that God might forgive His pec^le for their 
crimes and sins if they began to lead godly lives. 
His continued fulure to impress the people wiUi this 
message, however, finally led him to the belief that 
God would measure out the severest justice to Israel, 
in accordance with their sins, and without mercy. 

Amos had become a well-known figure at all the 
sanctuaries. Most of the people thought him to be 
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one of thoM wandering dervishes, known &8 "Sons of 
the Prophets," who made their living by a kind of 
forttme telling, (or forecasting the future, as did 
Samuel in the early days when he told Saul where 
the lost asaes were ; only, that Amos was one of the 
6<»ui of the Prophets run mad, judging from the way 
he talked and the strange things he said. 

This did not trouble Amos. What worried him 
was the fact that the people would not listen to his 
addresses. 

So, in the year 748, he journeyed again to Bethel, 
where a great festival was to be celebrated. He was 
detemuned that the people should hear. He was 
weH prepared, too. Instead of beginning with a 
condemnation of Israel, he used new tactics: 

"Thus saith God," he began. "For three trans- 
gressions of Damascus, yea, for four, I will not turn 
away the punishment thereof." 

That was intereeting. We always like to hear 
about the punishments that others will receive for 
their misdeeds, even if we dose our ears to those that 
threaten us. 

And, as for Damascus, she was Israel's onment foe, 
and the listeners rather liked the idea that God was 
to visit her with destruction. 

When Amos had recounted the sins of Damascus 
and announced that "the people of Syria shall go 
into captivity into Kir," there was loud applause. 

Some cried, "Let the Prophet speak 1" 

Amos continued. He mentioned the sins for which 
God would punish Gasa, Tyre, Idumia, Ammon^ 
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MosD, and each period iras greeted with voUeys of 
applause. 

Amos paused for a moment. He swalloved a 
lump that had risen in his throat and lowered his 
Tince. He spoke, sadly and regretfully : 

"Tbna uith Ood, 
Vot three tr&iiBgnaBiona of Jud&h, 
Y«a, for four, I wiU not revoke ita puniihmait. 
Because thef reject Ood's lav, 
And do Dot keep HIh itatutes; 
Becauie their liee hav» CMUed them to bit, 
(The lie*) After which their fathen did walk. 
Therefore, 1 will send a fire upon Judah 
Asd it shall devour the palace of Jeruaalem." 

Poor, weak little Judoh ! The Prophet was declar- 
ing the doom of his own country ! It was a thing to 
laugh at 1 And bow they did laugh ! 

But it was no laughing matter tor Amos. His 
heart was wrung with woe from his own people. He 
waited for the uproar to suhside, and then w«it on to 
the very point whidi he had come to make: 

"Hiui aaith Ood, 
For three truisgreMi<HU of Iara«I, 
Yea, for four, I will not ivnke its pnniahment. 
Beeaose thejr ull the righteoua for mcniej. 
And. the needy for a pair of shoes; 
Who trample on the head of the poor. 
And turn aside the wa;f of the humMe. 
Upon garments taken in pledge the;^ stretch themselves beside 

every altar, 
And tlw wina of ihoae who haive been fined they drink in 

the bouse (rf their Qod." 



Jeers and threatening cries were huried at Amos 
fnmi all direcUons, but he stood his ground. 
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With the art of a ma§teT orator he voa back his 
displeased audience. Faseionatelj he poured forth 
the lAory of Israel and its relationship to God — a 
story he knew so well — and brought the people back 
to breathless attention. He recounted the wonders 
God had done with and for Israel f nnn the days when 
He brought than out of Egypt, poor, miserable 
slaves, until this day of their wealth and glory. 

Here someone stepped out {root the crowd and 
took up the argument for the people. If all this 
beautiful story is true, he claimed, then God may 
punish and destroy all the nations that Amos had 
mentioned; but Israel, to whom God had shown 
special favors, even up to this day, God wUl not 
destroy. 

Quick as a flash the Prophet answered: 

"Are ye not as the Cushites to me, 
O children of Israel 1 saith God. 

Did I not bring up larael out of the land of Bgypt 
And the Fhili«tine» from Caphtor 
And the SjrianH from KirT 
(But) Ton, eapeeiallj, have I known of all the races of the 

earth, 
I%erefore will I visit upon you all your iniquitiea. 
Behold, the e^es of the Lord Ood are upon the ainful king- 

And I will ieatroj it from the face of the earth. 

As adveraary shall aurronnd the land, 

And ihaJl itrip from thee thy atraigth; 

And thy palaces aholl be plundered. 

Verily, I am now raisiiig up against joa 

O house of Israel, a nation. 

And they shall oppress you 

From the entrance of Hamath 

B^ron h> the brook of the Arabah, 

Siatlt the Lord, Ood of hosts." 
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"Treason ! Treason !" rose up the cry tiom the ter- 
eral army men vho bad been Uatemng. 

"TreaB<»i ! Treason !" vas shouted immediately 
from many directions. 

The army officers who had raised the cry now 
rushed toward Amos, tbreatening Mm with bodily 
harm. 

"Treason 1 Treason !" was echoed by most of the 
crowd. Hundreds now surged forward and things 
looked bad for the Prophet. 

To meet this danger, Amos brought into play all 
the strength and power that he had stored up during 
his shepherding days. Out in the wilderness near 
Tekoah he had often fought with robbers who had 
stolen bin sheep, and, like David, even with wild 
beasts that had stolen his Iambs. 

Prepared just for this kind of an emergency, keen 
of eye and alert of mind, he met the leaders as they 

Unfortunately for Amos, there was nothing that 
could afford him protection from the rear. He could 
meet any number that might attack Kim face to face ; 
but while he was guarding in front someone might 
strike him in the back — and he was surrounded by the 
mob. 

"Traitor ! Traitor !" they shouted. 

His blood boiled with anger. He, a traitor! He, 
guilty of treason ! Why, he was the only man who 
saw the danger of his people and had ventured to 
warn theml 
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"Seek God and ye Bhall live !" kept flaBhing tiirough 
his mind. But this was no time for pre(u:hing, nob 
even for thinking. It was time for action. 

And act he did ! 

The weak, undergrown arm; officers were like men 
of straw before Amos and he disposed of them as 
easilj. With the speed of lightning he turned face, 
fearing an attack from the rear. There, however, the 
people had not awakened to what was going on. 

Facing fnmt again, he saw that the army officers 
had not yet recovered from his blows. They were 
sprawled on the ground beftve him and a few of the 
people were laughing at their discomfiture. 

Amos had no desire to cimtinue the fight and 
started to help the officers up; but, at that moment, 
he felt two pairs of hands lay hold of his mantle at 
the neck. 

A sudden turn, a quick stretdiing of his brawny 
arms, like a swimmer making for speed, and the two 
men, merchants, clad in their holiday finery, were 
pushed to either side into the crowd. 

Nov, as soon as the bystanders saw with what ease 
Amos was handling his opponents, they began to 
laugh and take sides. A crowd always does that. 
Some urged Amos to go on fighting ; others urged the 
sprawling victims to attack. 

Amos, however, was not there to fight, nor did his 
opponents fancy a good beating at his hands. In 
the meantime a small group of the king's guard came 
up, post haste, and began to disperse the crowd. 
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Tbe crowd scattered, but gathered again in vari- 
ous streets, in small groups, discussing the unusual 
occurrences of the day. 

They spoke, in whispers, overawed by the fearless- 
ness of the Prophet — some by his ability in self- 
defense; scMne by the force of his speeches. 

In the palaces of the rich and mighty, gathered 
in Bethel at that time, Amos — ^what he said and what 
he did — ^was tbe topic of conve-sation no less than he 
was in the streets, cmly in one of these palaces was 
hatdied a clever scheme fix tbe Frophet'a undoing. 
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Chaptk* V. 
PrieMt Agahut Proplut. 

That Tery ni^t the most prtHnioent people in 
brael — mOitaiy said civiliui — assembled at Bethel, 
and decided that stHnething must be done to get rid of 
the Prophet. They considered Amos crazy, and, 
theref OTe, dangerous. A little group of leaders gath- 
ered in the house of one of the merchant princes of 
Samaria to adopt a definite plan of action. 

The High Priest, Amaziah, was called into con- 
sultation. He saw the seriousness of the matter, as 
th^ all did. Such preaching must be stopped! 

"Hjis man," spc^e one of the priests, "is destroy- 
ing the Torship of God in Israel. If we are no longer 
to bring sacrifices oa God's chosen altars, wherewith 
shall we worship him? Besides," he added very ptant- 
edly, "without sacrifices the inccnne of the priesthood 
will be ruined, and the sons of Aaron will be reduced 
from their hi^ and holy office to beggary." 

"Kay, this is not the worst," began another priest, 
who did not thinlc so much of his income from the 
sacrifices as the former speaker. "The sims of Aarai 
can woric, as do other mm." 

"What is more serious," he continued, "is, that 
this Prophet proclaims all other people as equal in 
the sight of God with Israel; that God has per- 
formeu wcmders for th^n, as for us. I fear," he 
concluded solemnly and with bowed head, "that if 
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nich teaching will continue* Israel will loee faith in 
it. God." 

A captain of the host tprang to his feet. "You 
priests," he said, savagelj, "worry about many minor 
things. This man is telling the people that God, 
Himself, is raising up a powerful nation to destroy 
our great empire. He is filling our peaceful people 
with dread and fear of the imagined enemy and will 
disturb the peace of our country." 

**Yea," cried a wealthy merchant, "and its business 
prosperity." 

"All of which," added another merchant and 
slave dealer, "is, as our friend has said," looking at 
the captain, "simply imagination. The actual danger 
ties in his arousing the common people. He tells the 
poor that they are not getting their rights; that 
tbey are not being judged htmestly; that the weak 
and the needy ought to be protected and helped — b; 
us, by us I As if we have anything to do with them ! 
I tell you that it is here the danger lurks. If this 
crazy Prophet is not silenced immediately, the mei^ 
chant and military classes will face open rebellion on 
the part of the common horde." 

The last speaker seemed to have said the final 
word on the subject. All were silent, their eyes 
turned toward Amaziah. The aged priest had not 
yet ventured an opinion; but he had been thinking 
deeply on what was said by the others. He agreed^ 
for the most part, with the speakers who had pre- 
ceded him ; but he counseled caution and delay. "Per- 
haps, now that the Prophet has seen oppoeitioa," 
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Amaglah concluded, "he will quit and go home to 
Judah." 

But Amos did not quit, nor did he go home. The 
fight, that morning, was a mere incident, to be for- 
gotten ; but his mission to his people burned deep in 
his soul, a flame that could not be quenched. 

On the day of the conclusion of the great festival, 
Amos again appeared in the sanctuary. This time 
it did net take long for a crowd to gather. In 
fact, most of the people were looking for him to 
appear. Even the richest and most exclusive, who 
usually are not interested in such men, had heard 
about Amos and had come to see and hear him, ex- 
pecting something unusual to occur. 

Amos did not waste any time. Without prepara- 
tory remarks, he gave voice to his warning call : 

"Prepare to meet thy God, O Israel !" 

Hardly had the words left the Prophet's lips, when 
a man stepped forward from the crowd, and facing 
Amos with threatening fists, exclaimed: 

"Hold thy peace ! Thou art a false Prophet Who 
hath sent thee to prophesy?" 

Here was a challenge to Amos. Who, indeed, had 
appointed falm a Prophet P Who had set him up 
to judge the people's wrongdoing? Who bad com- 
manded him to declare Israel's do<HnF What entitled 
him to speak in the name of God ? 

This challenge, however, was just what Amos was 
looking for. He had wanted a number of times to 
correct the mistak^i idea the people had of him. 

There were, in the land, the long-established 
Schools of Pn^bets. These schools were under the 
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protection of the iing. At the head of each was a 
leader, like Samuel, Elijah and Elijiha of the oUaa 
days. The leader was called "The Seer" and his 
pupib "Sons of the Prophets." 

Now, the Seen and Sons of the Prophets, with the 
exception of such strong and powerful characters as 
the three great men mentioaed, usuallj did the bid- 
ding of the king and his officen, and prophesied to 
please them. 

Amos was not a member of any of these established 
schools. He was a free htnce — in truth, the first of 
the independent Prophets, who cried out against the 
evils of their day and who, fearlessly and without 
favor, laid the blame where it belonged— on king, oa 
priest, and on people. 

Amos, therefore, grasped this opportunity to set 
himself aright. He answered his questioner with a 
series of beautiful similes : 

"Do two wftik togetlier tmleu thej be agnndt 

Does a lion roar In the foreat when then is no pnf for 
himt 

Does s Tonng lion erjr ont In Mt den unless he hsa tak^ 
something t 

Can a. tnimpet be blown in a ci^ snd the people not 
tremble T 

Csn esUmitj' befsll a dt; and Ood hath not sect itT 

Surely, the Lord doeth nothing. 

Unless He reTesleth His purpose to His MiTuita, the 
Prophets. 

The lion bftth roared; who does not fearT 

^le Lord Ood hath spoken; who can but propbetyT" 

God, then, it was, not the head of a Sdiool of 
Frofdieta, or a king, or a priest, who had sent Amos 
to prophesy! He, himself, had no desire to speak 
these terrible things he was saying to bis people. A 
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torce aver which be had no control — God, bad im- 
pelkd him to his task. It was the still, amall voice 
of whidi Elijah spoke. Though his heart bled, while 
deliTering the message, Amos could oot help himself. 
God had commanded him; he had but to obey! 

Before the challenger could continue the argomoit, 
there was a disturbance on the outskirts of the crowd. 
A murmur arose and all craned their necks to see what 
was going on. The crowd opened, forming a wide 
aisle, through which there advanced a tall, majestic 
figure, with flowing robe and gray beard. 

"The High Priest r 



"The High Priest r* 

The people whispered to each other and an ec- 
pectant silence followed, as the venerable priest 
walked through the row of bowed heads, toward the 
sanctuary. He stopped in front of Amos and looked 
at bim curiously. 

Amaziah was an old man, but as erect as a cedar 
in Lebanon. He was dressed in an ephod, the hoi; 
garment of his office. The robe was of fine twined 
linen, with threads of blue, scarlet and purple, em- 
broidered in gold. Two shoulder pieces, fastened to 
the shoulders of the ephod with cords of "wreathed 
gold," came down the front of the garment to just 
above the girdle, where they were fastened with two 
golden rings. Held by these cords above, and by blue 
ribbons through the golden rings below, was the 
breastplate, the insignia of the High Priest. On the 
frmit of the breastplate, in gold settings, were twelve 
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predous stoaes, four rowa of time stones each, en 
each of which wgs engraved the luune of one of the 
tribes of IsraeL A mitre on his head completed the 
High Priest's hdj vestmenta. 

Thus brillianti; arrayed, "for glory and for 
beauty," Amaziah made a great contrast to the simply 
clad shepherd, robed in his woolen mantle, as they 
faced each other. 

The splendor of Amaziah, his age and his author- 
ity, the tensimi caused by the struggle that was immi- 
nent between the Priest and the Prophet, overawed 
the assembly. Th«re was a deep silence) like tiie calm 
before a heavy downpour. 

Amos, cool and collected, always prepared fw aa 
emergency, bowed low to Amaziah out of respect to 
his gray head. Amaziah, who was equally prepared 
for an emergency, smiled at Amos, kindly, tn greet- 
ing. 

Amos, of course, did not know that Amaziah was 
working out a plan that had been outlined previous to 
his starting for the sanctuary. Only those who were 
in the Priest's confidence knew that he had sent a 
message to King Jeroboam, when it was reported that 
a crowd had gathered about Amos and that the 
Prophet would, no doubt, deliver another address. 
The message to Jeroboam read: 

"AmoB liath oonBidred agkliut thee in the midit of tlie 
bouse of Israel 1 the Juid u not Able to be»T his words. For 
tbui hath AmoB said, 'Jeroboam sbmll die by the sword, and 
Israel shAll sarelj be led away captive out of hk land.' " 

The messenger proceeded, post haste, to the palace 
of the king, and Amaziah, quietly and with dignity* 
went to the sanctuary. 
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Hardly had Amo§ lifted his head from his loir 
•atute, when Amaziah addressed him : 

"O (Mr! Qo, l)«e away to the land of Judab, and there 
••t brea4, and prophesy there; but propheiy not again any 
more in Bethel, for it ia the king*! aanctuarj, and it ia the 
royal reaidenee." 

Haw the Priest misunderstood the Prophet ! Ju«t 
because Bethel was the kin j^s sanctuarj and the royal 
residence and the seat of all the mighty in the land 
of Israel, Amos had selected it, above all other places, 
to preach his message there. 

But Amaziah's little speech contained stmiething 
more important to Amos than this. Amaziah had 
addressed the Prophet as "seer," he hod taken him 
for the leader of a "School of Prophets." Amos im- 
mediatdy disdaimed such a questionable distinction. 
He answered Amaziah ; 

"I am no Prophet, nor am I the son of * Prophet; bat I 
waa a herdsman and a drasaer of ayeamore trees, when Gk»d 
took me from following the Bock and Ood eald to me, 'Go, 
propheaj' against My people larael.' " 

Entirely unprepared for such an answer, and not 
quite certain whether he understood what Amos meant 
by his claim that he hod taken his orders direct from 
God, Amaziah was disconcerted. Amos did not give 
the Priest a chance to recover ttom his surprise and 
continued : 

"N<nr, therefore, hear thou t^ word of God ; Thou layest, 
"Prophesy not agaimt Israel, itor preach agalnat the hooae 
of laaae." ' ^Oierefore, thus saith Ood, 'Thy sons and thy 
daughters shall foil by the sword and thy land' shall be divided 
by line; and thou shall die upon an uneleaii' soil, and Israel 
■hall surely be led aw»y cBftive out of this laud.' " 
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The fearlessness of the Prophet in attacking the 
High Priest dismayed Amaziah and Ms foUovers 
greatly. Hie crowd, too, by its acdomatiom, iraa 
evidently siding with Amos. Amaziah was, tlm«- 
fore, placed on the defensive. In broken and halting 
sentences he defended himself and the people. The 
ancient laws of Israel, be pointed out, were being 
adhered to by all Isradltes. He* for <Mie, was not 
afraid, even if the Day of God, tbe judgment day, 
should come to-morrow. 

Now, a man like Amaziah might not fear the strict 
judgment which, Amos said, God was to visit upcm 
Israel ; but, how about those who were guilty of the 
crimes of which God, through the Prophet, was ae- 
cusing Israel? Amos understood this, though Ama- 
ziah did not. The Prophet was speaking to all tbe 
people and not to one man in particular. Therefore, 
be continued : 

"Woe unto thote Utftt deiir« (h» Day of Oodl 

Wherefore would fe have tile Daf of Godt 

It is dftrlmeai and not light. 

It ii when one fleei from a lion. 

And. a bear meeta him; 

Or goes into a hotiae and leana his hand upon a wall. 

And a aerpent bites him. 

Shall not the Dajr of Ood be daxkneu and not light, 

Tea, murky darkneM, without a ray of light!" 

That is why, retorted tbe High Priest, the people 
come to Bethel and Gilgal and the other sanctuaries. 
They bring their sacrifices to God, that He may 
forgive their sins, against the coming of the Day 
of Grod, whoi all the guilty shall be judged and 
punished. 
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Amos did not interrupt Amaziah because he was 
m old man, and Amoa knew what courtesy was due 
Ibe aged. But when the Priest had finished, the 
Prophet, with fine sarcasm, showed the uselessness 
and sdfishness of the whole artificial scheme aa prac- 
ticed at the sanctuaries: 

"Come to Bethel snd truugreM, 
At Gilgal iacrease your traiugreuiioiia, 
And bring In the momiiig your BMriAoes, 
And ererj third day your titbeal 
Bum some lessen bread as a thank»offeTiDg, 
And proclaim aloud tha voluntary offerings. 
For fou love to do so, Israelites I" 

The sarcastic amile, however, suddenly faded from 
the speaker's lips, as he asked : 

"Did je bring me Mcrlflces and meal-afferiiig* In the wil< 
forty fears, House of Israel t" 

Then, with the power and fervor of the God- 
inspired man he was, Amos denounced bitterly the 
whole system of worshiping God by means of sacri- 
fices, and delivered a message, new to his hearers, 
relating to what God really expected from Ibrael: 

T hate, I deiplM your feasts. 
And I will take no delight In your festivals; 
With your meal -offerings I will not be pleased, 
And the peace^ifferingE of your fattlings I will not regard 

with favor. 
Banish from me the noise of your songs; 
To the melody of yonr viols I will not listen. 
But let justice roll down ai waters. 
And ri^teousness as a never-failing stream," 

These concluding sentences literally stunned the 
irowd. Priest and people gasped at the Prophet's 
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proclfimiitioD that God did not ccHnmand the lacri- 
fice§ at Sinai and did not care for them, hut that, 
instead. He demanded justice and righteousness mi 
the part of His people. The Prophet had upset all 
their ideas and traditions regarding their rdigious 
fonns and practices, and he cilaimed God for his 
authority ! 

No one can tell just what might hare happened, 
there and then, had not a company of the royal 
guard, in answer to Amaziah's note to the king, 
rushed upon the crowd and dispersed it "in the name 
of the king." 

"In the name of the king," also, the leader of a 
small detachment of the guard made his way to 
Amos and placed him under arrest. Amos might 
have been successful in getting away, had he re< 
listed; but, being a lawabiding man, he submitted 
to the authorities, and, long befwe the scattocd 
.crowd was aware of what had happened to tiie 
Prophet, he was whirled away in a chariot to the 
palace of the king. 
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Ths Prophet m Tekoah, 

King Jeroboam 11 was now an old man. The 
vehemence and determination and aggreuiveneBB that 
Ibad made him a far-famed conqueror had been mel- 
lowed by the years and rarely* if erer* showed them- 
selves. 

The note he received from Amaziah regarding 
Amos, however, awoke the old spirit in him. The 
dispatch of the section of the royal guard with 
orders for the Prophet's immediate arrest was in 
line witii the vay Jeroboam did things during the 
days when he personally led his armies. 

But instead of having Amos put in chains and 
thrown into a dungeon, Jeroboam had him brought 
into his presence. The king wanted to see and speak 
to the man who, according to Amaziah, had con- 
spired against him and the God of Israel and was 
proclaiming the doom of his dynasty. 

Amos, who had never seen the king face to face, 
who had never even been inside any of the royal 
palaces, was, nevertheless, calm and cool as usual. 
The splendor of the throne room and the crowd of 
officers and counselors did not in the least affright 
him. He made a low obeisance to his king and 
waited for the order to rise. 

Jeroboam was a much keener man than Amaidah. 
When he saw Amos, studied his bearing, the serious- 
ness of his face, the simplicity of his garb, he rec- 
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ognized &t once that before him stood an uncom- 
mon man. 

Amos neither smiled the smirk; smile of him who 
is anxious to get into the king's good graces, nttr did 
he tremble like a coward, who, being caught, feared 
the king. He waited for Jeroboam to speak. 

From the messenger who brought Amsziah's note 
the king had learned something about Amos and 
about the things he wu telling the people. Having 
supposed the Prophet to be either a traitor or a mad- 
man, but judging him now to be n^tbor one nor the 
other, Jeroboam now was puzzled as to the manaer 
in which to apeak to him. 

Jeroboam looked quizzically at Amos for a few 
moments and began ; 
^"Thou, then, art the Prophet?" 

"I am a herdsman and a dresser of sycamore trees," 
Amoe replied. 

"But thou speakest evil against the king and 
against the house of Israel," exclaimed Jeroboam. 

"The LOTd God bath ctHnmanded me," answocd 
Amos, with deep humility. 

"Thou art a baitor and thou shalt die>** threat- 
ened the king. 

"I can but speak," calmly replied Amos, **evcn if 
thou slay me.** 

Jeroboam made the threat to take the Pn^ihe^z 
life in order to test him. He figured that it would 
send Amos groveling to his knees, begging for mercy. 
The quiet manner in which he accepted the threat, 
however, puzzled the king. He concluded that Amos 
must be either exceedingly brave or hopelessly crazy. 
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Now, A man who ia not afraid to die, be be brave 
or crazy, is a very dangerous man to have around. 
It would have been easy enough to behead Amoe 
and be done with him, but Jeroboam waa not a king 
who took his subjects' lives ruthlessly — especially 
when it was so simple to get rid of an undesirable (me 
in another way. 

"Then go to thy flocks and sycamores," com- 
manded Jeroboam, "and speak to them." 

The king's humorous sally called forth a great 
shout of laughter from those who were present. Jero- 
boam, smiling, waved his hand, indicating that the 
interview was over. The guard closed around Amos 
and be was led into an outer hall. After a short 
wait he waa informed that, by command of the king, 
he must leave Bethel on that very day and never set 
foot ui the EingdiHQ of Israel again. 

Had Jeroboam himself been a wicked man like 
King Ahab, Amos, no doubt, would have disregarded 
the threat against his life and would have confronted 
tiie king in his palace, as Elijah confronted Ahab 
in Naboth's vineyard. Jeroboam, as ruler, however, 
did not oppress or mistreat the people. Being an old 
man, resting on the laureds of his great victories and 
knowing from his friends and counselors and the size 
of the royal treasury that his empire was rich and 
the people peaceful, Jeroboam probably had no idea 
of the corruption and injustice that was rampant Tn 
the land. He would have laughed at the thought of 
it 

Besides, and this was the important thing with 
AmoB, it would have beoi folly for him to socrifica 
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hia life at this time. To die a martyr for a caiue 
is a nt^Ie and beautiful thing — if martyrdom wiU 
in any way advance thi> cause. To have confronted 
Jeroboam or to have remained in Bethel would have 
meant certain death — and, to die then would have 
meant an end to the crusade that he was just begin- 
ning against the oppression of the poor, the denial 
of justice, the unrighteousness in business dealings 
and the misunderstanding of Grod and His worship; 
it would have meant an end to his set purpose to warn 
Israel against Assyria, the enemy approaching from 
the North, and against the inability to meet this 
enemy, because of the immorality that was weakening 
the nation. 

He had plenty of time to think this over as he 
wended bis way mournfully out of the busy and 
joyful thoroughfares of Bethel to bis quiet, though 
beloved Tekoah. 

Amos found to his great joy that he did not 
now stand alone. Many who had beard him, had 
understood him. When the news that he had been 
driven out of Israel spread, many followed him to 
Judah and accmnpanied him to his home in Tekoah. 

As was always the case with Amos in a crisis, he 
thought quickly and arrived at a new plan of action 
speedily. On his way to Tekoah he selected from 
among his followers men who could write — scribes 
— and confided to than that from now on he must 
confine all his wealth to the spreading of his ideas 
throughout the empire by means of the written word. 

After aU, God had willed it that he should be 
driven back to TAoah. Amos, as a speaker, could 
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address a crowd only in cme place at one tine. In 
listemng to a speed), too, much of what the speaker 
says is lost to his hearers. Therefore, Amos con- 
cluded, God had willed it that he should return to 
Tekoah, write out his speeches and his waminga, 
send them to the farthest ends of the. land that all 
the people may read and study and ondentand in 
order that they may return speedily to Grod; seek 
good and not evil, that the nation may live. 

By day, he and his f<dlowers tended the flodu 
and gathered the fruit of sycamore trees. All the 
products that were sent to market were sold by honest 
weight and measure and at honest prices. 

By night, he and his scribes wrote out the speeches 
that he had delivered in Israel, and especially in 
Bethel, added new ones and sent them with trusted 
messengers to all parts of Judah and Israel. 

Amos was thus probably the first prophet who 
wrote down his speeches. What we have of them, 
however, are only fragments. Thne is not one speech 
cranplete as it was originally written or delivered. 
The fragments are collected in the Biblical book, 
called "Amos." Through this book the name of the 
humble herdsmen of Tekoah is written large in the 
history of religion. 

It was Amos who first conceived of God as the 
God, not of Israel aiooe, but of all peoples : 

"An yon noi m Uw BQiiopiuu to me, 
OlBiMlt a^thGod. 

Did I not bring Isrul up out of tha land of Egypt. 
And the Philistinei from Caphtor, 
>fiH tl» Syrians from EirF* 
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It was AmoB who flnt appeared as the puUic 
champion of the poor and downtrodden, who pub- 
licly denounced the greed of the rich and the cor- 
ruption of the men in power: 

Tor I know how nwnifold ue your tmugrcMloiu, 
And bow mlghtjr kre yonr una — 
Te, that b:unp]o upon the poor. 
That afOict tiie juBt, that take a bribe, 
AstA that tnm awa; the needy in the gate." 

It wax Amoe who first cried out against the mis- 
taken idea that animal sacrifices were what God asked 
of His people: 

"^id ye Ining unto me saeriftce* and meal-offeringi 
In the wildemeu, forty years, bouse of IiraelT" 

It was Amoa who first brought forward the great 
and universal truth that God judges every hiunan 
beingi no matter what the race or color, according 
to hifl or her acts: 

"Seek good and not evil. 
That ye may lire; 
Seek Ood and ye ihall lire." 

It was Amos who first made clear, that God de- 
mands of men, above all things, justice and right- 



"X«t Jmtioe roll down aa a flood of waUr, 
And rlf^teonmeae like a nevtr-failing stream." 

We do not know definitely what became of Anas. 

One tradition has it that he came to Jerusalem* 
and, while he was denouncing Uzziah, king of Judah, 
Uzziah struck him tm Que forehead with a piece of 



D.a.t.zsd by Google 



THE PROPHET IN TEKOAH. « 

Rowing iroa.'* As a result of the blow,* Amos die^ 
while preaching in the hope of aaving his people m 
Jeruaolan, as his father died while fighting in de- 
fense of Jerusalem, in the hope of saving his country. 
The probabilities are, however, that Amos lived 
peacefully with his disciples among his sycamore trws 
near Tekoah, until he had ctHnpleted the writinfE oi 
his speeches and saw to their distribution aff ovt^i* 
Israel, believiDg that there was yet time for the people 
of Israel to return to God and to save the natioa from 
the calamity that iras thnateiuDg it. 
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The Man Who Learned His Lesson 

Chaftek L 

An Eventful Night. 

Whenerer Jezreel was sent early to bed, although 
he had been a good bo; during the da;, and, in 
addition, when his little sister and brother woe or- 
dered to go with him, he knew the evening would 
be another one of those that made his little heart 
ache. 

Jezreel was <Hily ten years old, but he was sharp 
and keen tor his age. He understood that his parents 
wanted him out of reach and sound. Twice before, 
on similar occasions, after he had recited his ni^t 
prayer and the maid-servant had tucked him in his 
bed, he lay with his eyes closed tight but wide awake^ 
listening. 

He knew that what he was doing was wnmg, 
but be could not sleep. He heard his father and 
mother talking to each other loudly, but could not 
make out just what they were saying. Their vcuces, 
however, he felt, were not soft and sweet, as thej^ 
usually were, when they addressed the children. 

On this particular evening, as he went out ot ihe 
dining-room with Lo-ruhamah, his seven-year-old 
sister, and Lo-ammi, his four-year-old brother, Jez- 
reel mode up his mind to do a very unusual thing. 
He determined not to sleep at all. 
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That afternoon, his father, Hooea, had returned 
frcHn Bethel all out of smrta. The children had been 
expecting him, as the; alwaja did, vhen he came 
home from the sanctuary, to bring the usual little 
gifts ; but the father seemed to have forgotten them. 
In fact, Hosea was quite irritated when, not under- 
standing his father's mood, Lo-ammi cried (or the 
expected sweets or trinkets. 

In a little while, howerer, Hosea, calmed his young- 
est son and promised all three of the children that, 
in the morning, he would talce them to the bazaars 
in the market place, to buy what they pleased. 

Just then their mother, Gomer, came in. She 
was a beautiful woman, dressed in the latest fashims 
of the wealthy Samaiians. Her robes were long and 
flowing. A veil, woven of gtJden threads and im- 
ported from Assyria, set off her jet-black hair. Her 
arms and fingers were adorned with jewel-studded 
bracelets and rings. She was acctxnpanied by an 
Ethiopian slave. 

Strange to say, the children did not nish to their 
mother, except little Lo-ammi, who was fond of the 
jeweled things she wtn-e. 

Gomvr, on the other hand, did not s ee m to feel 
hurt that the children clung to their father and 
quite ignored her. After a formal greeting to her 
husband, and a pat of Lo-ammi'a head, Gom^ re- 
tired to her own room. 

A little later the evening meal was announced, 
and, immediately after th^ had eaten, Jezreel, Lo- 
ruhamah and tlw baby vat txAd to go to bed. 
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Their attendant, satisfied that the three children 
were fast asleep, left the room and went about her 
business. Thereupon Jezreel got out of bed, moved 
a chair near to the door, sat dovn and listened. 

Below he heard his father's and mother's roices. 
Words were gpdcen in a high, shrill tcme, loud and 
harsh, but indistinct. There were short periods of 
silence, fidlowed by explosiTe sentences that sounded 
like threats. If he coi^ oalj understand what it was 
all about ! But he couldn't, until, finall; all was ulent 
in the room bdow. 

Then Jezreel heard the street door close with a 
bang. 

Going to the window that looked out into the street, 
Jezreel saw his mother standing alone in front of 
the house. It was an unusually moonlit night. Sa- 
maria, a beautiful city in the daytime, was a very 
dark and gloomy place at night, except when tlie 
moon and stars reigned in their glory in clear skies. 
This happened to be just such a night. 

The yellow moon was reflected from the red-tiled 
housetops. In the distance were the famous Samarian 
houses of stone and marble, dork and foreboding 
against the moonlight. Above all the houses towered 
the royal palace — in which Zechariah, Jeroboam IPs 
son, bad been king since his father died, six mcmtlu 
before — ^with its bright, gilded d<mies, like a sentinel 
wearing a brass hdmet. 

But the little boy, in bis night clothes, looking 
out of the window of his room into the moonlit and 
shadowed street, saw only his mother standing there 
bdow. 



D.a.t.zsd by Google 



04 STOKIES OF THE PROPHETS. 

His attention wu caJled suddenly away from the 
window by loud sobluag. He hurried to the door, 
but did not dare open it. He listened until the 
Bobbing ceased. Then he returned to the window, 
to find the street empty and deserted. His mother 
had evidently gone away. 

He sbiveTed. He folded his arms tightly, as if 
hugging himself to keep warm. Then he brought 
his chair from the door to the table, sat down and 
listened. In the room below he heard his father 
walking up and down with regular step. The house 
was completely silent but for Hosea's footfalls. 

Jezreel drew his legs up under him on the chair. 
He was tired and rested bis head upon his arms on 
the table. The silence and the monotony of the 
regular heavy walking in the room under him, made 
him drowsy. His little heart ached, though he could 
not explain why. He tried hard to keep awake, but 
finally fell asleep, there at the table. At one time he 
shivered, when the street door of the house shut again 
with a bong ; but he did not wake up. 

Below, a great big, powerful man had been keep- 
ing up a continuous march up and down the room. 
He was brooding over the events that had just pre- 
ceded and thinking over the years of his married life. 

When Hosea first met Gomer, she lived in her 
father's home in one of the poorest sections of Sa- 
maria. Diblaim, 6<mier*s father, was a poor man 
and could not give his daughter the advantages 
other girls in Samaria enjoyed. But Hosea loved 
Gomer most devotedly and he married her. 
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Son of the priest. Been, Hosea inherited great 
weami and a position among the priests at the Bethel 
sanctuarj. He was thus able to gire Gomer not 
onlj a beautiful home in one of the city's most 
beautiful suburbs, but also to introduce her to the 
royal and sodal leaders of Samaria. 

After a feir years, bowerer, everything seemed to 
go wrong in the Hosea household. Gomer developed 
a weakness for luxury and jewels and fine clothes; 
she used to be away from the house and the children 
most of the time ; she did not understand her husband) 
his desire for quiet evenings at home with the chil- 
dren and his dislike of the pomp and display at the 
court and iu society. And that night, Hosea and 
Gomer parted, Gomer going home to her father. 

Hosea felt very much oppressed. Walking ap 
and down the room brought him no relief. So he 
rushed out of the house into the night, into the 
open, where he could breathe more freely — and think. 
It was the bang of the door behind him that disturbed 
Jezreel, asleep at the table. 

But Hosea's brain was all dogged up. It could 
not dwell upon a single line of ttiought for five con- 
secutive minutes. And yet he was so thoroughly ab- 
sorbed in his thoughts, that he did not notice any; 
number of people excitedly hurrying past him. 

He walked on toward the center of the city in a 
daze. The first time be realized tJiat he was not alone 
on the streets of Samaria was when he found himself 
being jostled in a wide thoroughfue leading to the 
market place. 
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Hien he was awakened out of the stupor in whidi 
he had left his home by cries, coming from Berersl 
directions: 

"Shallum P' 

"Long live the king!" 

"Long life to Shallum!** 

Shallum F Who was SfaallumP Why was the name 
being shouted in the streets of Samaria P 

Hoeea, trying to find his bearings, was asking 
himself these questions when he arrived in the market 
place. 

There an unusual and most unexpected sight met 
him. The place was filled with people. Troops 
were fighting in front of the royal palace. Frmn 
the palace, which was brightly illuminated, soldiers 
and plain citizens were pouring forth in a stream. 
Above the shrieking of men and women and the clang 
of contending arms, he heard enthusiastic shouts: 

"King Zechariah is dead! Long live King Shal- 
lum P' 

WhatP Zechariah dead! 

In a fiash the whole situation was made clear to 
Hosea. Now he recalled that down at Bethel, the 
king's sanctuary, someone had spoken to him of a 
movement that was on foot to depose the king. 

Hoeea knew that Zechariah was unlike his great 
father, Jeroboam H, whom he succeeded in the year 
742 B. C. E. The new king was a weakling. Upon 
his accession to the throne, Syria refused to pay the 
annual tribute, revolted, and Zechariah could not 
help himself. The wealth of the people, the luxury 
they lived in, the disorganization of the army by 
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oorraptioa, the oppression of tbe poor, the injustices 
practiced in businesB and in the courts of law, had 
unfitted Israel to wage war against Syria, or anj 
other nation, for that matter. 

Zechariah, in the six months that he ruled Samaria, 
therefore, lost all that had been gained by his illus- 
trious father. Bosea, however, did not look for an 
insurrection in Samaria. 

But here it was : Zechariah was dead and Shallum 
— ^yea, Shallum, the son of Jabesh, the one mentioned 
to Hosea as the probaUe successor — ^had been pro- 
claimed king. When Shallum was spoken of, down 
at Bethel, Hosea had paid no particular attention. 
He was occupied with his own family troubles then, 
as he was in the presence of this history-making 
event. The threatened revolution was the farthest 
thought from his mind, at that time aa it was at this 
moment. 

Therefore, before Hosea hod grasped the full sig- 
nificance of either of the two events that had occurred 
that night, he was jostled into a side street by the 
mob that now filled the market place. 

Sick at heart, Hosea did not stop to see the blood- 
shed and the horror, nor to listen to the story of the 
revolt, but walked on to the outskirts of the city. 

His head swam from the excitement. His temples 
pounded like sledge hammers. As he walked on, his 
feet grew heavy and dragged. Just how he got 
there Hosea did not know, but suddenly he found 
himself in front of his own home. 

The day was now dawning. The first rays of tha 
iun were shooting their way through the early mom- 
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mg mist and plftjing on the bedewed stones of tbe 
hoiue. Hosea entered quietlj, and walked up to the 
children's bed room. To his amazement he found 
Jezreel asleep cm his arms at the table. 

As he gazed for a moment upon the children, 
Hosea's heart was wrung with sorrow. He picked 
Jezreel up from the chair. The boy, asleep, clung 
ti^tly about his father's neck. Hosea laid him 
in his bed, covered him, kissed him and, with bowed 
head* went to his own room. 

And while little Jezreel was dreaming that a great 
giant came to his home, picked up the house and 
shook it, carried it away to a beautiful valley and 
brought back his mother, Hosea sat at the window 
and watched and watched* until the moming'a duties 
oaDed hiwi- 

■J 
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The Tragedy With a Purpou. 

Eng ShaHam soon diacovered that & etalen throne 
is no sweeter th&n any other stolen thing. A palace 
is no more protection against conscience than a hovel ; 
and Shallum passed miserable days of fear and nights 
of sleeplessness, because of his murder of Zechariah. 

Smitten by his conscience and tortured in mind, 
Shallum vas not able to collect a large force of fol- 
lovers to protect him or his ill-gotten throne. When, 
therefore, a plot iros set on foot to dethrone him, 
Shallum was helpleaa. 

Menahem, the son of Gadi, one of Jeroboam IPs 
generals, organized an expedition against the usurper 
in Tirzah, the city that was the capital of Israel tor 
fifty years after the Kingdom of Solomon was divided. 
Within a month after Shallum had proclaimed him- 
self King of Israel, Menahem marched from Tirzah 
to Samaria, attacked Shallum, defeated bim, and, 
in turn, mounted the throne of Jeroboam. 

Instead of ruling peaceably in Samaria, however, 
Menahem started a reign of terror, until nobody in 
the country seemed safe in his home or in his pos- 
sessions. 

Trouble came for the new king thick and fast. 

Tiglath-Pileser III, who had been ruling in 
AHyria since ?4£, and against whom Amos had 
warned the weakened Kingdom of Israel, had ac- 
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complished many conquests aottii of Isnd, in 
Phoenicia and in the frcmtier lands of Damascus. 

In the year TS8, Tiglath-Fileser was knocking at 
the gates of Damascus and threatening Samaria. In 
order to keep the Assyrian conqueror off, and save 
their countries the spoliatim and ruin that followed 
in the wake of the Assyrian armies, Maiabem, 
together with Rezin, King of Damascus, the Kings 
of Tyre, Hamath, and other small states, agreed to 
pay him tribute. 

Menahem's share was the enormous sum of one 
thousand talents of silver. To raise this amount, he 
levied a tax of fifty silver shekels each on "aU the 
mi^ty men of wealth," both priests and merchants, 
in the kingdom. 

Now, the lawlessness started by Shallum and tiie 
anarchy oinitinued by Menahem had had their effect. 
The great sum of money needed for Tiglath-Pileser 
was raised by "all the mighty men of wealth;" but 
it was ground out of the poor by cheating, raitbery 
and even murder. 

The conditions against which the Prophet Amos 
cried out were now apparent to all observers. The 
final overthrow of the kingdom, which Amos declared 
to be but a matter of time, was now evid^it to all 
patriotic lovers of their country. 

These conditions were clear as the light of day, 
especially to Hosea. Being a priest himsdf , he knew 
how the very priests at the sanctuaries had entered 
upon secret understandings with rebd associates of 
Menahnn and the wealthy merchants to raise the 
Assyrian tribute at the expense of the people. Being 
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ft lorer of his fatherland, he knew that these sins 
and crimes against God and men must react upon 
the nation as a whole and rush it on to deatructicHi. 

Hoaea, like Amos, therefore, felt himself caJled 
Dpon bj God to warn his people, and, if possible, to 
save his country. He could no longer stand aside 
and see rulers, priests and "all the mighty men of 
wealth" despoiling his well-beloTed fatherland. H« 
must speak words of reproach and warning. He must 
open the eyes of his people to the calamity that was 
ahead of th^n. 

One night Hosea was at hmne brooding over hia 
own family troubles and thinking of the future of 
his country. He bad just seen the duldren to bed 
and his mind was dwelling on G<Hner, their mother, 
from whom he hod not heard a single word since 
she went away. As he came downstairs he heard 
shouting and screaming and hurrying footsteps. 
Going into the street, he learned that another of 
those attacks on peaceful people had been made by 
a company of Menabem's follower for the purpose 
of robbery. 

This did not surprise Hosea in the least. What 
did chagrin and pain him was the discovery that the 
attacking party was under the direction of several 
priests wbcnn he knew personally. 

All that night this phrase kept running through 
his mind — ^"Like people, like priest." And, strange 
to say, the thought of Gtmier, his wife, whmn he 
loved devotedly, whom he never ceased loving, kept 
on intruding itself into his thoughts about his coun- 
try.- 
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By morning, howerer, the i^ole situation htid 
cleared up for him. Israel, iti mien and priests 
were like G«ner. God loved the whole people of 
Israel devotedly aa Hosea loved Gomer, but larad 
does not always understand what God desires of His 
people any more than GtHoer understood what Hosea 
desired of her. If Gomer had ccmtinued loving her 
husband, as from the beginning, she would nevo- 
have left him ; if Israel had ctaitinued loving God, as 
from the be^nning, Israel would never have strayed 
away fnun His law and commandments. What is 
to be doneP Israel lacks knowledge of God and His 
will! Israel is being taught falsehoods by priests 
and pn^hets! Israd does not tmderstand God*s 
loving-kindness toward His people! Israel must be 
warned! Israel must be taught! 

Hosea had determined what to do. His unhappi- 
ness at the departure of his wife was somewhat light- 
ened now, because he read God's mission to him in 
the tragedy of his home. He felt himself orduned 
to be a preacher to Israel — and he went to woilc. 

From that day on he traveled the wide land over, 
preaching to the people against the corrupt priest- 
hood and against the usurpers of the throne of Sa- 



"Hear the word of God, je diOdren of Israel, 
For Ood hath a eontmreny with ths inhabitsats of tbs Isnd, 
For there la no truth, nor loring-kindneH, 
K«r knowledge of Ood In the land; 
There la nan^^t but perjury and lying, 
Hnroer and stealing, 
Vlolenoe and blooddied. 
Tlwrefore doth the land mourn, 
And all it* Inhabitanta langaiBh. 
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'^«t, M none bring charsM, 
Ajai I«t none repravo, 

Sluoe my people ere but >a their prieetlin^. 
'Ur people are being deitroTed for iMk of ksowledgB. 
Beoeuae thou luut rejected knowledge 
I will also reject thee, 
Tbrat thou ih&lt be no priest to nte. 
Since thou hast forgotten the initmction of thf God, 
I will ateo forget thy children. 
I will change their glory into ehame. 
And it ahaU be, like people, like priest. 
Hie people th&t doth not undentand ahall be orerthrown 1" 

Hosea, naturally, met opposition everywhere on 
the part of the priesthood and the hirelings of the 
king. Undaunted, he rebuked Menahem and the 
usurping rulers in Samaria, aa well as the priests and 
the unrighteous people. 

"HeftT this, ye prieetal 
And hearken, houee of Israel, 
And give heed, house of the Idngy 
Since for you Is the judgment. 

Hiey themseWea harre made kings, without n^ ooMmt; 
They have made princes, bat without mj knowledge. 
For they commit falsehood; 
IThe thief entereth in and the troop of robbers lavageth 

without. 
And they oousider not in their hearts 
That I remember all their wickedness." 

Then, his heart aching with pain, and remember* 
ing the sorrow of his life, which led him to prophesy, 
he ccHtcIudes: 

"What shAlI I do unto yon, Bphraiml 
What shall I do unto you, Israel— 
Since your lore is like a morning eloud. 
Tea, lUce the dew which early goes away." 

But the people as a whole, having been taught 
by the unworthy priests, still believed that, in 
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offering sacrifices, all their sins and crimcB were for- 
given them bj Ciod. Amos had objected itr^iuoiulj 
to this ciHnmoa belief. Hosea went a step further 
and decried the act of sacrificing as an act of idol- 
atry. 

Referring bitterly to Bethel as BetbaT«a (the 
House of Violence) Hosea replied: 

"Comw not ye into GUgiil, 
Neither go ye up to Beth-Avei^ 
Kor aweKr, 'Am God liveth.' 
In Bethel I have Been a. horrible thing;' 
AU their wiekednew ii in QUg&li 
For there I hated them. 
BeckUH of the -wiekednew of their doings 
I will drive them out of my houie; 
I will lore them no more. 
Thejr ■hsll go with their flocks 
And with their hods to seek Qod; 
But they rball not find Him; 
He hath withdrawn HimteU from them." 

Etctj place where Hosea denounced the sacrifices, 
the people who heard him, but could not or would 
not understand, called him a fool and said that 1m 
was mad. "Yea," relied Hoeea: 

The prophet b a fool. 
The man thkt hatb the ipirit it mad 
BeeauM of the abnndanoe of thine iniquity. 
Ihey ehsU eiy onto me, 
tly Qod, we lerael Icnow Thee.' 
(But) Israel hath cast off tbftt which ia good} 
Israel hath forgotten his Maker. 
And now they go on sinning. 
They make for themselves molten gods, 
Fiom their sUver, idol* according to their own mode], 
8 ith'a work, all of it I 
To such they speaki 
Utn who lacriflee, kiss ealveil 
!niey MW the wind and shall reap the whiihrindl" 
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After that Hosea followed up his rebuke and denun- 
ciation with meet pathetic entreaties: 
"Bow to yonneWflB rigliteonuieM, 
So ■hall je reap kiring-ktadiieu. 
Break up your fsllow groniid. 
For It ia time to laek Uie Lord, 
That the fruit of righteouBneu may coma apoa 7011, 
But ye have plowed wickedneu, 
Yb have reaped diaaater. 
Ye have eaten the fruit of liee. 
It is lore I delight in, and not socriflM, 
Enowledge of God and not burmH^ffering." 

When the time came for Menahem to lend the 
tribute to Tiglath-Pileser, Hosea discovered that even 
here the king and his advisers were double-dealing 
with AsBjrria. The sending of the money to the 
great emperor was only a bUnd on the part of Men- 
ahem. 

Secretly he was in communication with the King 
of Egypt, sending precious gifts to him. Menahem 
wanted to create an alliance between Israel and Egypt 
against Tiglath-Pileser. 

Hosea saw the folly of it alL He knew that 
neither the tribute to Assyria nor the proposed al- 
liance with Egypt could help the corrupt, degraded 
people. He compares Menahem's double-dealing to 
the action of a sill; dove, and oonchides : 
"Samarfa shall bear her gnUt, 
For she has rebelled against her God. 
Shall I deliver them from the power of Bheoll 
Shall I redeem them from death r 
Ootne, on with thy plagues, O Death I 
On with thr pestilence, ^eol I 
Bepentanoe is forever hid from mine eyes." 
This terrible pronounc^nent, almost a curse, 
brought Hosea back to his home all wrought up. 
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Never had he spoken so harshly. Never had he fdt 
•o deeply the doom of Israel. 

He found his children in the playroomi playing an 
old game called "Mother." After watching tbem 
for a ntranent in silence and in thought, his heart 
was almost crushed by a question his little girl put 
to him: 

**When is our real mother coming home?" 

For answer he drew Lo-ruhamah close to his heart 
— «nd wept. Hosea did not know; only God knew. 

All the lore he bore £or Gwner came back in an 
orawhelming flood. She had strayed from him, but 
his lore had never lessened. Would that he could 
find b^l With all her faults he would forgive her, 
if Ae would repent and return. And yet, that moni' 
ing, be had been so harsh. He preached that Israd 
must bear its guilt and that God had f(»ever hid 
repentance from before Him. 

If he, a man, could love so deeply and could be 
willing to forgive, how much the more so does (Sod love 
His pet^le; how much the mcH« so will God have 
compassion and forgive, if Isnid will repent and re- 
turn to HimP 

And that vnj night it seemed that God had oi^ 
duned an ordeal for Hosea to test him and inqnre 
him in his further work as a prophet. 

A message was brought to Hosea that his wife, 
Goner, was to be sold as a slave at public auctim, 
in the aUve market of Samaria^ od the morrowl 
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With a bowed head, though with a stout heart, 
Hosea went to the market place on the following 
morning. He mingled wiUi the people in the vicin- 
it; of the slave auctitni district, watching particularly 
a certain block, on which, he was told, Gromer was 
to be offered for sale. 

He studied carefullj erery woman that was put 
upon the block. At last he recognized her. But how 
changed she seemed. Her beauty, for which she had 
been famous, was gone. Her straight erect form waa 
stooped. Her eyes, once proud, were cast down. 
She had a foriom, hopeless look, as if she didnt 
care what happened to her. Evidrattly she had suf- 
fered greatly. 

Where had she been during the past four years? 
What hardships had she been through that she was 
so changedP Why did she fall so low that she had 
to be sold into slavery P 

The answen to these questions would have made 
no difference in the plan Hosea had determined to 
follow with Gomer. Standing on the oatskirts of 
the (Towd, he raised bid after bid, until he bou^bt 
her for "fifteen pieces of silver and a homer of barley 
and a half-homer of barley." 

Gromer was not at all ctmcemed about the one who 
had purchased her. She did not take a single glance 
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in the direction of those who irere bidding for her. 
When sold) she stepped wearily down from the block 
and waited listlessly to be claimed by the owner and 
taken away. 

Hosea approached her, stepped to her side and 
spoke her name in a low voice: "Gomer!" 

She raised her eyes and looked at hun as through 
a haze. Hosea, too, had changed much during the 
past four years. His lore for Gromer, the uncer- 
tainty of her whereabouts, his grief, his constant 
preaching to Israel that fell on deaf ears, had made 
de^ furrows in his face and brought wrinkles to 
bis forehead. 

"C(Hne with me," he said softly to her. 

For a moment Gomer stared at him ; then she fell 
in a dead faint at his feet. 

It was a long time before she revived. Sorrow 
and repentance for her foohsbness in leaving a home 
where her husband loved her and where her children 
would have worshiped her, had she permitted them 
to do so, had sapped all her strength. The sudden 
shock of seeing Hosea and the knowledge that he 
had bought her as a slave nearly killed her. 

But Hosea had no thought of revenge. In his 
great heart there was naught but love for GMner. 

On their way home Gmner began : 

"I regret," she said, "I am sorry — " 

But Hosea stopped her. He would not even listen 
to words of explanation from her whom be loved. 
He knew that she must have suffered much, that 
she waa unhappy. It was sufficient now that she 
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was sorry, that she had repented. Hosea did not 
want to cause her the pain of a recital of her sor- 
rows. 

That is the way people who love truly do. They 
forgive and forget, quickly and without causing pain. 

Hoeea had the children removed to the home of 
a friend for several months. During that time Gkxner 
quickly recovered from her trials and returned to 
health and beauty. Then he brought the children 
back and restored them to their real mother. 

Once, after the reunited family had spent a very 
happy evening, a tremendous truth came home to 
Hosea. Bere they were all happy, as if trouble had 
never entered to disturb the sweetness and beauty 
of their lives! Why had sorrow and suffering come 
upon them at all? 

Then and there Hosea realized that there was a 
purpose in his home tragedy. He understood better 
than ever before that God had selected him to be a 
prophet to his people; that God had taught him 
through sorrow and suffering, the lesson he was to 
teach to Israel. 

Israel had become faithless to God and had left 
His law ; even as Gromer had left her husband. God 
grieved for the sins of Israel ; evm as he had grieved 
for G«ner who hod strayed from him. God loved 
His people, nevertheless; even as he loved Gomer, 
continually. God was prepared to take Israel back 
under His guiding and loving core, when Israel would 
repent of its backshding and sinning; even as he did 
with (aomer. 
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ntim that day m Hosea'B preaching took on a 
different fonn. He no Itmger scolded and condemned, 
but oitreated and pleaded with his people: 

"Betnrn, O Isrul, to tli« Lord U17 God, 
Few thou h««t •tumUed Uuongfa thine iniqui^. 
lUo wordB with thee 
And return to Ood. 

Sftjr to TTIm, 

'^wdon Thou iritolljr Iniqui^ 

And leeeiire (ne) with fi.Tor, 

Ae^ria will Dot UTe ns. 

We will Dot ride upoD boreea (to Egypt) ; 

We will no more wj to the work ot our luuids, 

'Te an our god." ' " 

And, in the fervor of his poetic soul, the pn^het 
bean God's answer to repenting and returning brad : 

"I will heeJ their backsliding, 
I will love tbem freely, 
Vor mj soger ie turned away fron them. 
I will be as dew to Israel; 
He shall blouom as the lily 
And strike his roots deep ss Icbuion. 
His ssplings shall epread out, 
And hie beauty shall be aa the olive tree. 
They shall return and dwell in my shadow, 
H)^ ahall live well-watered like a garden, 
Hey ihall flourieh like a vine. 
Their renown ahsll be like that of the wine of Lebanan." 

But ludi hopefuhieaa and promise of divine lore 
had no mmre effect up«m the doomed people than did 
the attacks upon their sinfulness and wrongdoing. 

The Judean prophet, Amos, it will be remembered, 
drew a picture of Gtod as a stem judge and Israel 
as the cariminal. Israd is proved guilty of all the 
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prophet's accusations, and the Judge pronounces sen- 
tence. 

The experiences that led the Samarian, Hosea, to 
prophesy were different than those of the Tekoan. 
Understanding the lasting lore that dwelt within 
him for Gomer, and how he yearned for her return 
to him, he cried out to his people, from the depths of 
a wounded heart, speaking through the inspiraticu 
of a loving and merciful God : 

"O nj peoplel 
How oftn I give thM op, O Epbndml 
How can I nirreiMlcr tliee, O IsrMll 
How can I give theo ap u Admahl 
Or make tbM as Zsbolmt 
II7 heart wMerU itMlf : 
Mj aympathies are aU aglow. 

I will not earrj into effect the flercenesa of mj utgwg 
I will not turn to destrc^ Epbraim. 
For Ood am I, and not man. 
Holy in the i^dst of Uiee; 
Therefore I will not atterlf eonmiXM. 
Turn tbon to th7 Ood, 
Seep kindness and jnsUoe, 
And wait for tlijr Ood eontinnsllf.'' 

Although Hosea saw that he was laboring to no 
good effect, he did not for an instant give up. 
Time and again be recalled the early days of love 
and deroticm between God and Israel. He recounted 
the times when Israel deserted God, from the Exodus 
on, but God always received Israel back, wh^i the 
people repented of their sins and returned to acts ot 
justice, righteousnen and love. 

"t am the L(vd, thy Ood, fn»n the land of BgTp^; 
Thon knowest no Ood but Me, 
And bealdM Ue tnere is no Savior." 
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Hose& could not cmceive the idea that God would 
desert Israel forever. He recognized, however, that 
the docHD of the sinful nation was sealed. And so he 
read the drama of Israel in his own life. Assyria 
would destroy Samaria. Israel would leave the father- 
land as 6<xner left her home. In exile Israel would 
learn through suffering and hardships as Gwner had 
done. Israel would redeon itself and, eventually, 
would return to God. God, loving Israel always, 
would wait to receive His repentant people, as he 
himself had received Gf»ner. 

And BO Hosea drew a beautiful picture of that 
future day in these words: 

"And I will betroth thee onto me foremr. 
Ye«, I will betroth thee imto me with righteousoMi, 
And with juatice end wiUi lornog-kindneM Mid in merq^i 
Tea, I will betroth thee unto me with faithfulneas, 
And thou efaalt know God." 



The compiler of the fragments of Hosea's speeches 
in the book bearing the prophet's name — ^the most 
fragmentary book in the Bible, and from which this 
■tory has been built up — concludes his labors with 
this admonition: 

"Whoio U wise, let him nnder»tuid these things; 
Whoio is prudent, let him realize them; 
For etraJght are the ways of the Lord, 
nw righteone walk in them, 
Bnt tnuupVMort etumble upon them." 
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The Statesman Prophet 

Chaptzk I. 
The Finon m the Temple. 

Even his doeest friends could not explain what 

had come over young Isaiah, since the physicians 
announced that King Uzziah was nearing his end. 

Amoz, Isaiah's father, was of a noble family, 
very near the throne in Jerusalem, and a dear 
personal friend of the king. Isaiah, too, was a 
prime favorite of Uzziah's, not by virtue of hia 
father's friendship for the king, but because of 
his own fine qualities and excellent disposition. 

Often Isaiah had been invited, with the Crown 
Prince, Jotham, to be present at the Great Councils 
of State — a very distinguished htmor for bo young 
a man. But no one thought, for an instant, that 
this diange in manner and behavior, so noticeable 
to everyone, had come upon Isaiah because of his 
grief over the aged king's fatal illneee. 

baiah was being trained to enter upon a political 
career. His politics was the only serious ttting in 
Kfe for him. The country was so peaceful and pros^ 
perous, however, that even politics was a matter of 
little consequence to most of the royalty in Jerusa- 
lem. They lived the joyous life, paid little atten- 
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titn to the Temple and ita priestg, and often laughed 
at the irhole religious ritual. But when great State 
functions occurred at the Palace <»- foreign amba»- 
sadors appeared at Court, all royalty celebrated 
with feasting — and Isaiah was among those present 
and in high favor. 

He always came to these occasions in rare good 
humor and with cheerful enthusiasm. He was a 
young man of many atxomplishments. His knowl- 
edge of affurs was wide and extensive. His clever- 
ness and wit had made him famed far and wide. 
His occasional poems, written for sport and festivals, 
showed a genuine talent, almost a genius, for the 
poetic art. He was considered by aU the very life 
and spirit of the younger Court set. A great future 
as a statesman and man of letters was predicted for 
faim by everybody. 

Now, however, since King Uzziah became so criti- 
cally ill that his life was despaired of, this unexplain- 
able change took place in Isaiah. He seemed to have 
quarreled with Prince Jotham, who bad been reign- 
ing as king since Uzziah was smitten beyond hope 
of recovery, tbou^ both laughed at the rumor and 
denied it. 

What proved the greatest surprise to all, was the 
fact that Isaiah often went to the Temple and talked 
earnestly with the priests. At times he would linger 
about the place long after the evening sacrifices had 
been offered and the priests had gone home. His 
jolly friends would make sport of him ; but his more 
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•ober-minded ctnnpanioiu became quite alanned when, 
in»t«ad of diBplaying his usual good humor, he spoke 
with bitter sarcasm. His conta^ous laugh began to 
ring forced and hollow. He was mnvse and always 
ill at ease, as if he were laboring under a great strain 
that burdened his heart and mind. 

King Uzziah's death was a lingering one. For 
many weeks reports fnun the sick chamber were to 
the effect that he was passing away, but he clung 
to life. Jerusalem had doffed its gala attire and the 
whole of Judah was prepared to go into mourning 
for its king. For a month or more the nobility 
and the Court bad not indulged in any social func- 
titms, state or private. The Capital and the country 
were awaiting the royal funeral. '\ 

Uzziah had been a great king and a good rulo*. 
He had done much for the whole country, and 
especially for the Capital. The mourning in Jerusa- 
lem and all through Judah was, therefore, genuine 
and sincere, when the king died. The pomp and 
ceremony that characterized the funeral procession 
were not mere royal show, but expressions of honor 
and deep regret of a loyal people for its beloved 
sovereign. 

The young Isaiah was accorded an honored place 
in the long list of notables who followed the body of 
the king to its last resting place. He walked beside 
Jotham, his bosom friend; but did not accompany 
the new king on the return to the palace. In the 
slight confusion that followed after Uznah had been 



DiqitizsObyGOO^^lc 



78 STOBIES OF THE FBOPHETS. 

**buried with his fathen," Isaiah slipped quietly 
away and took the road to the Temple Mount. 

Taking his way through the Water Gate, on the 
west side of the Temple, he entered the Inner Court. 
Then he mounted the twelve steps leading to the 
vestibule of the Temple proper. Two priests, who 
had just come out of the chamber where the imple- 
ments for sacrificing were kept, bowed low to him 
and passed out into the Lmer Court. Isaiah was 
evidently so absorbed in his thoughts that he did not 
notice them, for he did not return their salute, but 
walked forward to the entrance of the Hdal, w 
Temple proper. 

There he stood for a moment in nlence; then be 
leaned wearily against one of the oitrance pillars. 
Behind him the Priests' Hall and the Inner Court 
were deserted. Before him, in the Hekal, was the 
Altar of Incense, on which coals from the recent 
sacrifices were still alive. To the right of the Altar 
was the Menorah, the seven-light candlestick, and to 
the left the table of showbread. Bdiind these hung 
the gdden curtains that separated the Holy of H(^es 
f nm the rest of the Tonple. 

A thin line of blue and purple smoke rose from 
the hve coals on the Incmse Altar and wound its 
way upward to the ceiling of the HduU. As Isaiah 
watched the rising smoke, it became thicker and 
thicker, and filled the whole Temple. His eyes gazed 
frtxn the Altar to the glittering gold curtains behind 
it. The reflection from the coals, and the playing 



D.a.t.zsd by Google 



THE VISION IN THE TEMPLE. 79 

of the blue and purple aoAs on the gold^ sheets, 
caused than to sheen and shiDuner until they faded 
entirely away into the blue and purple maze that 
filled the Hbkal. 

Isaiah WBA gazing right into the Hdy of Ht^es, 
where no human eyes, except those of the High 
Frieat, once a year, ever looked, and behold ! he saw 
a most remarkable vision. 

There, instead of the wooden Ark of the Covenant, 
he bdeld a great and lofty throne (m which was 
God, Himself. Instead of the two Cherubim of wood 
and gold, that surmounted the Ark, he beheld Sera- 
phim, the fiery Angels, standing attendant before 
Him. Each of the Seraphim had six wings, with 
two be covered his face, with two he covered his feet 
and with two he flew. And one cried unto another 
and said: 

"Balj, bofy, I10I7, is tike Lord of liocta, 
Th« whole earth Is full of His gfory" 

Isaiah felt the very foundations of the threshold 
shake under him, at the sound of the calling. Co>ver- 
ing his face with both hands, he cried out : 

"Woe is mel 
I am undone. 

Voi I uam man of nnelean lip*. 
And I am dndling among » peojde tit nneleaa Upa; 
Yat mlAe erea luTe seen the Klng^ the Qod of hosU." 

Uncovering his face, he stretched out his hands 
towards the throne in mute appeal. Ther«ip<Hi one 
of the Seraphim flew to the Altar and, with a pair 
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of tongh took friHn it a live ooal. From the Altar 
the Seraph flew directly to laaiah aod, touching his 
DMNitb with the live coal, said : 

"See, thf« haa tondied thy lipa. 
Therefore thine iniquity i* pMM 
iLnd thy ein forginen." 

Then laaiah heard the voice of God Hinudf, 
laying: 



FaDing to hia knees, and again Btretching out 
his hands towards the throne, Isaiah answered : 
"Here am II 



Eneding there, motimless, hardly breathing, his 
lips apart, his face expressing the fear and anguish 
that were in his heart, Isaiah heard the reply : 

"Go and sty to Hda peo^rfe: 
Hear •nd hear again, Imt vnderatand not; 
See and see again, but perceive not. 
Uake fat the heart of thia p«ople. 
And their eara dull, and beemear their eyea, 
I«at they aee with their eyea and hear with their ears, 
And their heart should undentand and they be healed." 

The force of this message struck Isaiah to the 
heart. He understood its meaning very well. It 
was terrihlet It carried with it the sound of doom 
and the end of bis nation. The very thought of 
it terrified him. Holding his head with both hands, 
his back bent forward as under a heavy wei^t, until 
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hit face touched his kneee upim the floor, he cried 
in beartbraaking tonea: 

"Tordl How longf 
And God answered him : 
'^ntil the eitiea we In rnia witbont u '"*■■"*-"*, 
And Uie hoawi withoiit a hunum occupant. 
And the land beeonw nttarly deMdat«, 
And God hath wnt tha men far awsj, 
And in the midat of the land the d«Mrt«d tarritoij b« 

And abould theie be a tenth in it. 

It mnrt in turn be fuel for flame, 

like tbe towblntb and the oek, 

Of which, aftar faUin^ bnt a atiunp remain*." 

For a long time after the voice had ceased speak- 
ing, Isaiah remained in the position in which he had 
listened to the lost reply. 

When, flnallj, in fear and trembling, he slowly 
nused his head, the vision had gme! Behind biro 
the Priests' Hall and the Inner Court were deserted. 
Before him a thin line of blue and purple smoke 
rose from the live coals on the Incense Altar and 
wound its way upward to the ceiling of the Hekal. 

Isaiah passed his hands over his eyes. For a 
moment he let his cool palm rest against his burning 
forehead. Then he slowly found his way out of tha 
Temple and passed out into the silent night. 
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The ParabU of the Viauyard. 

The fact waa thai laaioh did not grieve partio- 
olarly over King Uzziah's illneu and approaching 
death. What troubled him was the attitude taken 
by bis dear friend, the Crown Prince, Jothsm, toward 
the pditical future of the Kingdom of Judah, since 
bis sick father had placed the reins of govenunent 
in bis hands. 

The differences of opinion between buab and 
Jotharo, as to what was best for the nation were 
BO great as to be almost hopeless. So that, even 
before Uzziab died the two stopped discussing prob- 
lems of State, although thej continued their warm 
frimdship. 

*As long as King Uzziah lived, it was plain, 
nothing serious could bappoi to the country. To 
the south, Uzziah was feared by the Philistines and 
Arabians, whom he had subdued, and his name waa 
honored even at the Court of Egypt To the north, 
Jeroboam H. was prosperous and at peace; Syria 
was weak and Assyria had not yet made its power 
felt. Within the extended borden of his own 
country, Uzziah had established peace and had built 
up commercial enterprise and prosperity. 

To tlie average citizen of Judah, therefore, the 
co unt ry was all right* tlie king was all right, and tbs 
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fotauc had not the ilightcat cloud before it. To 
Iwiah, the keen-sighted and wdl-poeted young states- 
roan, howerer, neither the country nor the king was 
fit to deal with a great national crisis — and tine 
future had one in store. 

When Uzziah became sick and abdicated, quietly, 
in favor of Jotham, then a young man of twenty- 
five, Isaiah began to call Jotham's attention to the 
internal social conditions of the country ; but Jotham 
had sudi a high respect f w his father's ruling power 
that he would not alter a single law nor make a 
■ingle reform. 

When Isaiah attempted to drum into Jotham's 
head the causes of the reign of anarchy in Samaria 
and the lessixia to be drawn therefrom for Judah, 
Jotham, desiring to show his power as a ruler while 
his father was yet alive, busied hims^ fighting with 
the Ammonites and extending the boundaries of his 
kingdtmi. 

When, finally, in the year 736 B. C. E., the news 
came to Jerusalem that King Moiahem, of Israel, 
had sent a heavy tribute to the Assyrian Tiglath- 
Pil«ser, Isaiah's worries over the future of his own 
country became very acute. 

It was in this year Uzziah died; and it was on 
the day of the king's funeral that Isaiah saw the 
remarkable vision in the Temple. 
^Up to that hour Isaiah was conscious only c£ the 
fact that something must be done in Judah to save 
it from the evils of injustice and unrij^teousneaa 
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that vere being practiced by the rich and powerful 
upon the poor and weak. From that hoar on he 
knew that God had called him to be His prophet, 
that God had selected him to bring the truth home 
to the Judeana and, if possible, to save the nation 
frcnn the doom that awaited the aister-nation, Israel. 

What Isaiah saw and heard in the Temple at the 
dose of that memorable day, gave him the germ of 
an idea as to what God demanded of him to do. 
Time, thought and experirace ripened that idea into 
a plan. The course of events offered him the i^por* 
tunity to put the plan into action. 

Isaiah could not count on Jotham to institute and 
carry out reforms in the rdigious b^efs and prac- 
tices of the people, in their ctnnmercial wrongdoings, 
in the corrupt law courts and in the general t^pres- 
uon of the lower classes. He had to begin work oa 
his own initiative; and he began it with the people 
themselves, in the City of Jerusalem. 

He came to the Temple Mount one day, when 
many pilgrims were gathered there. He listsned at- 
tentively, with the rest, to travelers fmn Andiia, 
who were relating wonderful tales of adventure. 
Frcmi storieH of adventure in foreign lands the pil- 
grims drifted into stories of happenings in their own 
country. Some related rumors of what was going 
on in Samaria; others spoke of the possibility of 
Judah's being forced to fight Assyria some day. 
Strnie laughed at such a suggestion; others were in 
grave doubt whether such an emergency would find 
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the nation prepared. Scmie spoke of the evils that 
were sapping the strength of the people ; others com- 
plained that the Icing, instead of attending to his 
business of State, was busying himself with his 
wealth of herds and vineyards. 

Here Isaiah, who had been silently listening to 
the discussions, offered to recite a poem, an original 
cMnposition. The suggestion was received with loud 
applause and Isaiah began: 

"Let nw dng a SMig of mj tricBd, 
My frlead't aong abont Us vinejanL" 

At this introduction everybody settled down com- 
fortably to listen, and Isaiah continued : 



He digged It and gathered oat tiw rtones. 

And {dantej It with choieest vine; 

A tower lie built in the nddat of it 

And hewed out a, wine prcsa. 

He lodced to find grkpea that were good. 

And it Tifllded only wild gnpea." 

Isaiah's listeners were disappointed. The story 
not only lacked excitement, it ev«i lacked interest. 
They shifted in their places uneasily, but Isuah 
caught their attention again by conUnuing: 

"And now, inhiibltftnta of Jemsaleni, 
And ye people o( Jodab. 
Judge, I pray you, betwixt me 
And betwixt my vineyard. 
What more could be done to my vineyard 
Than that which I have doneT 
When I looked to And grapes that wen good 
Why yielded it wild grapeiT 
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'AaA aow, pnj, 1 will tsU joa 
WlMt I will do to tnr Tbicyard: 
I wm taka Awmy the badge itlunaf, 
Th»t ]t ihall be dcmnmd; 
I will hmlc. down Q» wall Omtot, 
That it aluJl be trodden aown; 
T«», I will nutkfl > WMto Uiareot, 
That It iball not be proned or weeded. 
Then It dull put forth tboma and thirst* of bramUes) 
Hm clonda I will oomiMuid thkt the; Mln not thK^on." 

ETeiybod; understood now that Isaiah tsx spoik- 
ing a parable and that its application was to then 
and to their country. But who was the "friend" 
who possessed this vineyard? Isaiah did not bold 
the questioners in long suspense: 

"Var Ute TlneTard of the Lord of hosts Is the Honae of 
IrmI. 
And the man of Jadah are His cheriihad plant; 
And ha looked for jnatioe, but, behold I bloodriiadj 
For ri^teoiuneai^ but, beboldj a ery of AatreM.* 

Then Isaiah launched forth into a powerful de- 
nunciati<m of the social evils of which Judah and 
the leading Judeans were guilty — a sixfold woe that 
was rushing the Nation on to destruction. 

'^oe onto them that join luxiie to honse, 
Wbo add field to Held, 
Until thar* is no ipaee 1^ 
And th^ dweU alone in the midst of the Isad. 

*^oe mto them that rlae at dawn 
To porsne atrong drink, 
Who tarry kte into the night 
Unto wine tiifliii»ia them; 
Bnt Uwy regard not the work ol the lord 
Aad aaa not what Bis haads han mads 
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"^iM vnto tfann thmt intw guilt 19011 tlwiSMtn* 
Wtth aordB ol follj, 
And ■in m irith a oart ropal 

"^OB nnto ttNin th&t eall aril good, and good nil; 
Thai put darknwa for ll^t, asd light for darkneM; 
Ttet put bibtar for vweet, and iweet for bittwl 

*^o» unto Uwm that ar« wiM in thair owu «7«t, 
And isadaitt ia tb«lr own oonwkl 

*^aa unto them that ar« herois in drinkinf wlnih 
And TftUuit in twiying i tr o tnj driukl 
Who, for a bribe, Juatif; iho wloked 
And atrip the innoMut man of hla InoemMl. 

*rnkaiflfori^ aa tha Are dBVoora atnbUt^ 
And aa baj ahrlTela in a flam^ 
So thair root ihall be M rottemKw 
And ttwir btewom go up aa dut; 
Bacanaa thajr haira r^eotad tl» «^— jiM^g of tha lord af 

boats. 
And aaa^aed tha word of Israel'a H0I7 One." 

So intensel; absorbed in his speech was Isaiah, 
and so deeply interested was the vast assembi j whixn 
he was addressing, that no one took note of a splen- 
didlj arrayed group of men who had come up and 
stood with the rest, listening. 

When Isaiah had finished speaking, and the people 
had caught their breath again, some one touted: 

"Behold! The king P* 

Isaiah looked over the heads of the crowd toward 
the newcomers, and there he bdield Jotham and a 
retinue of noUes, laughing heartily, no doubt, at his 
masterful effort. 

Fearlessly, and without a moment's hesitation, the 
prophet did what he had threatened Jotham he would 
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do— he denounced hie friend, the king, before his 
people; 

"The Lord •UuleUi forth to present hii sua. 
And He stuiditb up to Judge HU people. 
The Lord' entereth into ju^ment 
Witii the elders of Hie peojde uid their prinoae. 
Te, yovraelTaib 1uit» den>ui«d the tiaBjaxd. 
Hie ipoiU of Uie needy are in jour honsei. 
Whftt do 70U meu by crushiiig my people 
And \>y grimfing the face of the needjf 
fisith tlM Lord, Qod of hoeta." 

Laughing stiU more heartily at this madness of 
his old friend, Jotham easily made bis way to where 
the projdiet stood. He placed hia arm around 
Isaiah's shoiilder and invited him to go with him 
and bis compani<HU to the palace. 

Isaiah did as he was bidden. All the way Jothain 
and his friends made fun of the feverish enthusiasm 
with which the denunciations were deliveredi hut 
Isaiab did not feel hurt. His heart was quite at 
peace. At last he had launched forth upon the 
work to which God had so unexpectedly and so 
marvelously called him! 

When Jotham and his friends arrived at the palace, 
a jrant embassy from Rezin, the king of Syria, and 
from Pekah, the king of Israd, was awaiting them. 
To the amazement of them all, the ambassadors placed 
before Jotham a demand that Jadah join forces 
with Syria and Israel, forthwith, and fight Tiglath- 
Pileser, the king of Assyria, who was then threaten- 
ing to invade Damascus and Samaria ! 
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dig Jotham wax wise enough tx> follow the sdvice 
of the Prophet Isaiah in his reply to the embuay 
fnmi Rezin and Pekah. At the Council of State, 
called to consider the message from the kings of 
Sjria and Israel, Isaiah counselled an unhesitating 
and dedsive refusal of their demand. While, there- 
fore, the ambassadors were received and entertained 
royally in Jerusalem, they returned to their respec- 
tive sovereigns, th^r mission unaccomplished. 

The answer that Jotham sent back to Damascus 
and Samaria was plain, simple and to the point. 
Judah, he said, had no interest in the political poli- 
cies and intrigues of Syria and Israel and would not 
join a coalititm against Assyria. 

Both Rezin and Pekah stormed against Jotham 
and his advisors, but to no avail. Judah was strong, 
independent and at peace, and Jotham would not 
involve his country in a quarrel with which he had 
nothing to do. 

Conditions in Israel were different, however. The 
majority of the people chafed under the indignity 
of being tributary to Assyria. They hated King 
Menahem who, in his fear, sent the tribute to 
Tiglatb-Pileser and became his voluntary subject. 
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Menahem wu bated by the nca nurduLnto and large 
Undovnen as wcU as by the people geoerally, be- 
cause on them the burden of the tribute fdl the 
heaviest. The porerf ul Samariuu, tberef (»e, formed 
themselTes into a. party to (q>poee the kin^. 

Sing Resin, of Syria, who was watching his op- 
portunity to rebel against Assyria, kept alive this 
hostile spirit against Menahem in Samaria and Israd. 
Rezin was vwldng toward a coalition of all the 
countries along the Mediterranean sea that were 
tributary to Tiglath-Fileser, so that in their com- 
bined strength they mig^t rise and throw off tite 
jAxsyrian yoke. 

The leaders of the (^positim to the king^— 4he 
national patriots — ^in Samaria, hoped that Fdaiah, 
Menahem's son and successor, would prove himself 
a truer son of his country than his father. They 
looked to him to refuse the payment of lite Assyrian 
tribute and to re-establish the independence of tlie 
Kingdom of Israd; but they were disappointed. 
Pekaiah followed in the political focAsteps of his 
father and the lu^Mfl of the Samarian patriots waned 
when he succeeded his father on the throne. 

Rezin, however, was not to be denied in the plans 
he had laid out for himself and for the other Assy- 
rian tribulariea. Pekaiah ragned in Samaria leas 
than two years, when, in 7S6, through the assistance 
of Kezin and the connivance of the patriotic party 
in Samaria, he was assassinated by one of his get^ 
crals, Fekah, the 8<»i of Remaliah. 
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Pekah wu tfatu nised to the thnme of Iirul 
with the avowed purpose of unitinj; with Rezin in 
the proposed rebellioo against Tiglath-Fileser. Israel 
wanted, and needed, the help of Judah in the des- 
perate conflict that awaited them. The smaller 
countries north of Israel and Syria, crushed under 
the burden of their Assyrian tribute, gladly jtnned 
the Syro-Israelitish coalition; but the embassy to 
Jerusalem returned empty-handed. Rezin and Fekah, 
however, were not dismayed by the refusal of Judah 
to jcHn thcjn. They bided their time for a bettor op- 
pOTtunity. 

This opportunity came the very next year when 
Jotham died, suddenly, and his son, Ahaz, a young 
man of twoity, came to the throne of Judah. 

Without any notice whatever, Rezin and Fekah 
united their armed forces and marched upon Jerusa- 
lem. This sudden invasion of Judah had been care- 
fully planned beforehand. It was so arranged that, 
when the Syro-IsraelitLBh torcea attacked Jerusalem, 
a ca*tain man, the son of Ttdieal, who was willing 
to play the traitor, was to assassinate Ahaz, pro- 
claim himself king, admit the enemy into the city 
and throw all the power and wealth of Judah into 
the scale with Syria and Israel in the war against 
Tiglatb-Fileser. 

' Ahas was entirely unprepared for such a move on 
the part of Fekah and Rezin. The news that the 
two amiMs were on the march caused ctHutemation, 
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not alone in the palace of the king, but io Jenualem 
and in the entire country. 

The northern part of Juclabt aa f ar as Jerusalem, 
was unprotected and at the mercj of the enemy. 
Neither Uzziah nor Jotham locJced foe a foe from 
that direction. In fact, the Syro-Israelitish forces 
met no oppoeiticm whatever until they came within 
•i^t of Jerusalem. 

The very first thing that Ahas and bis generab 
did, when they had recovered fn»n their eoDstema- 
tion, was to prepare the capital for a aiege. The 
fortificationa were examined and strengthened. The 
water supply to the south of the city, without which 
Jerusalem could not have withstood a siege for three 
months, was especially looked after. 

Now, Ahaz was like that ancient Pharaoh who did 
not know Joseph, or like his own predecessor, Reho- 
boam, who 'Hook council with the young men that 
were grown up with him." Ahaz did not call Isaiah, 
the old friend and counsellor of the royal house, to 
advise him in his great extremity. 

Isaiah, however, called to God to save his naticm — 
if the nation would be saved— and did not wait for 
an invitation from the young king. While Ahas, 
bis advisors and the commanders of his army, were 
examining the water supply of Jerusalem, prepara- 
tory to the inevitable siege, Isuah went out to meet 
him. The prophet come upon the royal party at 
the end of the conduit of the upper reservoir, in 
the highway of the Fuller's field. 
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luuh, who had been quieUy and carefully Btudy- 
ing the entire situation lince the embawy came to 
Jotham, understood well enough that an intrigue 
must be brewing in Jerusalem against the young 
King. When the report reached the city that the 
oiemy' was on the march, Isaial/s searching in- 
quiries and careful obserration of the leaders of the 
capital resulted in the discovery that the son of 
Taheal was in league with Rezin and Pekoh. It 
was Isaiah at this meeting, who informed Ahaz that 
bis immediate danger waa as much vitiiin his own 
city as fr<»n the enemy that was approaching. No 
wonder, then, that "his heart trembled, and tite 
heart of his people, as the trees of the forest tremble 
with the wind." 

But Isaiah immediately reassured the trembling 
Ahaz in the following words : 

Take heed ud keep tfayielf calm; fuir not, neither be taint, 
hearted because <rf these two fag eiid* of unokhig flrebraitd^ 
beeanae <rf the fierce anger of Bedn and Syria and of the 
son of Bamaliah. Syria, with Israel, hath purposed eril against 
Uwe, sayiKK, T«t as go up against Jndah and dlatreea It and 
oferpower R and appoint the son of Taheal king in its midst.' 
But thus salth the Lord Ood: It shall not stand, neither shall 
it oonw to paaa^ for, the hnd of Bfrta is Dsmaaeus and tha 
Itead of Damaiciu ia Bedn, and the head, of Israel is SanarU 
and tbe head of Sunaria !■ Bemaliah's eon. Verilf , If 70a wUI 
not hold tut, ye shall not stand fast." 

Ahaz laughed at the idea of keeping quiet and 
having no fear, under the c(Knditi<ma. He turned 
away impatiently from the prophet and proceeded 
witli his business of examining the reservoir. Isuoh, 
however, would not be put off with mere impatience. 
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**Aik thee a aign of the Lord, th; God," he cried 
to Abaz. "A«k it cdtlier in the depths (tf Shaol or 
in the heights shove." 

But Ahaz replied, "I w3I not uk, neither will I 
put the Ix)rd to the test." 

Tlien Isaiah said: 

"Haar now, Boms <it Davldl b It too ■nail a tUng far 
won to weary men, that ye nrast als» weary i^ Godt niM«- 
lon tint LoM, Himtalf, will give you a lign. Beludd, a young 
Koniu will b«ar a Mn and call bu nuna Imnunuel (Ood is 
wUh «■). Bdon tttb «liild ahaU kwnr to nliue the «vU 
aEtd ebooM tlw good tbow two kbn befot« whwa thoa 
tradilwt diall ba Jcwrtod" 

Ah&z WM tired of mere words. Advice he had 
cnoiif^; he wanted now to act. In fact, when the 
knowledge of the political intrigue in Jerusalem he- 
came known to him, he immediately made up his 
mind what to do. He, therefore, again turned fran 
Isaiah and ordered his retinae to continue the exam- 
ination of the water supply. 

Isaiah then tried anotlier form of argument with 
this cowardly young king, in order to bring him to 
his senses. He, himself, was positive that Tiglath- 
Fileser, who was at that time in Asia Minor, had, no 
doubt, been informed by his spies of the action taken 
by Rezin and Fekah. Isaiah felt sure, also, that 
Tiglath-Pileeer would immediately invade Syria. 
He knew, in addition, that neither Rezin nor Fekah 
was strong and powerful enou^, at this time, to 
wage a protracted war with Assyria ; that is why he 
described them as "two fag ends of smiling fire^ 
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I»«nds." He, therefore, concluded that, at the firat 
information of Tiglath-Pileser'B march into the 
northern country, Rezin and Pdcah would have to 
return to defend their own lands. 

On the otiter hand, Isaiah knew that, if Ahaz did 
anything that would in any way displease the 
mighty King of Assyria, the latter would, after 
finishing his campaign in Syria and Israel, attack 
Judah. Therefore, he warned Ahaz in these words: 



Isaiah ceased. He had delivered his message, had 
counseled and warned the king. He made it dear 
to Ahaz that, if he did anything except trust in the 
power and care of God tor his people, Judah, like 
Syria and Israel, was destined to becrane a wilder- 
ness in the short time that it takes a child to noA. 
that age when it can begin to think for itself. 

Ahaz, however, acted upon his own and his young 
men's counsel. Hardly had be returned to the pal- 
ace that day, when he sent messengos carrying the 
following letter to Tiglath-Fileser, King of Assyria: 

"I am yaar termA and your hrl Cbmo up and mtv me 
Irom Qm power (rf the Kintf (rf Asajria ind mm the poww 
of the King of laraol, who luwe attacked me." 

Ahaz followed up this message by ransacking the 
Temple in Jerusalem and the treasures of the royal 
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paUce, MiuUiig both ss a gift and bribe to THglatb- 
FUewr. 

llien exactly what Icaiah foresav happened. 
IMglath-POeter immediately invaded Syria and at- 
tacked Danuuciu. Rezin and Fekah were fmced to 
hurry back to defoid their own countries, and 
Judah was saved frtHn Syro^Israelitiah attack; but 
Ahaz had already thrown hinuelf at the feet of the 
great Auyrian conqueror, with terrible renilta to his 
own countzy. 
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Though the spineless Ahaz seat his cowardly note, 
and the presents that followed, to Tiglath-Filesw 
secretly, the truth leaked out. Great indignaticKi was 
aroused amcsig certain opponents of the king in Jem- 
salem at the discovery of his act of treachery to the 
nation, and a new party was framed to fight againat 
submission to Assyria. 

The aim of the new mor^nent was, principally, 
to preserve the independence of Judah. The only ave- 
nue open seemed to be the alliance with Israel and 
Syria that the lamented king, Jotham, would not 
enter into. 

With Aliaz lotted upon as a trait(»-, the only one 
to whom these patriots could turn, was the Prophet 
Isaiah, who loved his land and knew its traditicms. 
So, the leaders of the patriotic party come to him witii 
their plans. But Isaiah stood firm in the posititm he 
had taken with Jotham against entangling alliances. 

He shocked these gentlemen with a well-spoken 
rebuke. He told th^n that the patriotism Judah 
needed was not of alliances and war, but of faith in 
God, of trust in Him who always guards and pro- 
tects a righteous nation against its enemies. 

Isaiah knew well enough the weakened and help- 
less conditicm of both Israel and Syria. To join 
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with tliem in b war against Tiglath-PileMr would 
mean even greater ruin for Judah than tlw peace- 
ful suImuMion of Ahaz. He pictured the results of 
■ach an alliance in the following words : 

"BewTiM thU people han njeotad ths wstsn vt Bhiloah 

that flow aalUj, 
And rejoice In Bedn and Remaliah's ion, 
Itierefore the Lord la about to bring upon tbem 
Hie watera of the River Enphratea, taiAtj and great 
(Sren the King of Auyria, in all KIi poiT). 
And it ahall rue abcn« all its '•^"■™«'*i 
And overflow all ita banka; 
And it flhaJl iwecp ouwajrd into Jndah, 
And It ihall orerflow and paa« over tt, 
Beaching erm io it* necic. 
And ita ontatretcbed winga aliaU raver tfae bre«da of 

thy lan^ O Inunanuel." 

To the king, the prophet sent a oratnse message 
that would have been heeded and understood by any 
erne but a weakling like Ahaz. Isaiah referred to 
the utter helplessness into which Ahaz had cast 
Judah by his cowardly self-suhjugation to Tiglath- 
Fileser. He pictured what might happen when that 
mighty mmiarch would receive the long's pitiful ory 
for help: 

<^ aat aanie dav- the Lord wQl ahava with the lasor Ured 
beyond the Enphratea the head and the blddK halri Mtd H 
ahaU eran sweep away the beard," 

Despite Isaiah's efforts, the peace party that stood 
by Ahaz, and the war party that desired an alliance 
with Pekah and Bezin, CODtinoed tiidr wparate 

agitations. 
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Tbie cspture of the town of Elath, at tbe head 

<]f the Arabian Gulf, hy a detachment of the Syrian 
anny* rtrengthened Ahaz in his helief that hdp 
could come only from Tiglath-Pileser. On the akhsr 
hand, it convinced the war party that only Uie uniiMi 
with Samaria and Dantaacus could restore to the 
country this center of Judah's lucrative trade, that 
commanded the commerce to the south. 

Isaiah recognized the uselessneaa of appealing to 
either of these opposing parties. He determined to 
appeal to the country at large, to the whole people, 
who were interested not in party quarrels, but in 
the welfare of the nation. He wanted to create a 
public opinion in favor of peace and in opposition 
to entangling alliances, either with Assyria or with 
the Palestinian coahtion. 

On his own property, in the heart of Jerusalem, 
wherw all the passers-by could see and read it, Isaiah 
erected a great sign which read: 

"SWIFT BOOTY— SPEEDY PREY." 

He meant this to indicate to the people that the 
triumphs of either the champions of peace or the 
champions of war would mean ruin to the natim 
at the hands of Assyria. 

About this time a son was bom to Isaiah. He 
gave a magnificent feast to the leading people of 
Jerusalem and, to bring his cmivicti<Hi home more 
forcibly, named the boy "Swift Booty — Speedy^ 
Pr^.» 
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At the dose of the feast he addressed his guest* 
and said, in part: 

"Before tbe boy knowi how to eiy, ISj mother' uid 'Mj 
father,' tttj •baJl carry off the riches of Damasciu and tha 
spoil of Samaria before the King of AMyria." 

At a great meeting in Jerusalem, soon thereafter, 
Isaiah again took up the burden of his argument 
against Israel and Syria. He predicted the inevitable 
destnicticHi of these two kingdoms, because they were 
in rebeUion against Assyria, and he pointed out the 
consequent foolhardiness of inTC^ving Judah in the 
oncoming disaster. Regarding Israel he said: 



And it ehall be aa wteti a harvtater pthen atanding 

grain. 
And nil arma reap the ean; 
Tea, It shall be as when he gleani in the vall^ of 

And the gleaning* thereof shall be as the beating ot an 

olive tree — 
Two or three berries on Hm tfqtmoM branch. 
Four or ftre on the boughs of a fruit tree, 
uait lue Lord, the Ood of Israel." 

Then, addressing himself as if he .were speaking 
to the people of Israel, but hoping to drive the 
lesson home to the people of Judah, who were Ustoi- 
ing to him, he spoke most regretfully: 



Turning to a consideration of the second of the 
allies, Syria, Isaiah continued: 
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*^Booa ahftll Dmmueus ee»ia to be a citj 
And aball be » ruinona heap. 
Ibi oitiea abKll be given up to flock* 
Which ihKll lis down, with none to maks them afrajd. 
Ephraim ahall loie her bulwark. 



ivereigntj', 
I, eh^l peri 



These descriptioiu ot «hat -would hAppen to Syria 
and Israd, however, did not go unchallenged. The 
prophet was told that tie bad evidently forgotten 
that all the nations in Palestine and along the Medi- 
terranean, except Judah, vere parties to this coali- 
tion against Tiglath-Pileser. Isaiah laughed. With 
fine scorn he cried: 

"Ahl Thtt multitude of man; peoples 
That TOST like the roaring of the seas I 
And the ruahing of natloos. 
That rush like the nuhing of inanr wateni 
But be shall rebuke them and the; ahall flee far off, 
And shall be chased as the chaff of the mountains before 

the wind. 
And like the whirling duit before the itorm. 
At erentide, behold, terror; 
Before the morning, the; are no more." 

Then, as if addressing himself to all Uie petty 
northern countries that were trying to drag his own 
beloved fatherland into the whirlpool of disaster, 
Isaiah spoke as follows : 

"Itake an uproar, j» people. 
And be broken In pieces; 
And give ear, all ^e of far countries; 
Qird Tonnelree and be broken in pieces, 
Takeoounsel together, and it ehall bebrou^ttonsa^; 
Speak the word and it ahall not itand; 
VoT Ood is with US." 
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And in inswer to the appeal of the people as to 
what ought to be done in this national crini, Isaiah 
replied: 

"Call ye tut eou^riruy all that thia peopk oalleth eon- 

■I^facy. 

Wliat thej f«u- do not ttax, nor b« flllad with draad. 
'Dm lord of Kiat*, Him TBgud m the eoupiratwl 
Lat Him Iw 701U fsar Hid jonr dwadl" 
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The Survioal of the Fitteit. 

While Isaiah was thus attempting to influence the 
two parties in Jerusalemt exactly what he had warned 
Ahaz of happened. The Assyrian forces made a 
speed; march into Syria, with Damascus as the 
point of attack, lite ctnnbined Syro-Israditish 
army, upon hearing of Tilgath-Pileser'a new more, 
abandoned the siege of Jenualem and hurried back 
to defend their own countries. 

The great Assyrian conqueror easily subdued aD 
the land about Damascus and finally besieged the 
city itself. Reidn offered him desperate resistance, 
but it was useless. Tiglath-Pileser destroyed all the 
forests, fruit groves and fertile fields in the vicinity 
of ihe city, untfl both food and water faOed the 
defenders. 

In a last saUy from the doomed city, the Syrian 
troops wen literally cut to pieces. Rezin escaped 
with his life, and, disguised and alone, re-entered 
Damascus. But he was caught, brought before 
Ti^ath-Pileser and put to death. 

In the meantime, all Israel and Samaria quaked 
at the fate that awaited them. Pekah, who had been 
lending Rezin what help he could, without oitirely 
weakening himself, w^ ready and willing to give the 
Assyrian battle. Tiglath-Pileser, however, had bs 
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haodi full witii Damaacus. He therefore, welcraned 
the suggesticHi of a certain Hoehea, son of Elah, 
of Sotoaria, who offered to fcdlow the example of 
the traitor Menahem. 

Tiglath-Pileser assented gladly. He promised 
help and protection to Hoahea, as he did to Ahaz, fot 
voluntary submission to Assyrian rule. So Hoshea 
conspired against Pekah in Samaria, slew him, pro- 
claimed himself king under the protection of Assyria, 
and sent tribute to Tiglath-Fileser at Damascus. 
Onrardice and treachery tiius mice more sealed the 
fate of the kingdom of Israel. 

After the fall of Damascus, the victorious Assyr^ 
ian ordered a great Durbar to celebrate his victory 
in that city. All the tributary kings in Palestine vere 
commanded to meet him and pay homage to him there. 

The splendor and display of the gathering mu 
rivaled only by the magnificence of the irelcome the 
terrible monarch received on his return to Asshur, 
lus own capital. 

Among the princes who hob-nobbed with titax 
master at Damascus were the cowardly Ahax and 
the traitorous Hoshea. But both were happy in 
tiiat their countries escaped the awful havoc they 
vitnessed in Damascus and throughout Syria. 

Tiglath-Pileser always carried with him a wonder- 
fully wrought altar on which he offered sacrifices 
to Asshur, the Assyrian god. During the religious 
exercises at the Damascus festival, in which all the 
Assyrian vaaaala participated, Ahaz was particularly 
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Btruck with the beaiitj of this altar. Thereupon he 
Bent to Urijab, the high priest in Jenualem, "the 
fashion of the altar, and the pattern of it, according 
to all the workmanship thereof," with instructionB 
to have it duplicated for the Temple in Jerusalem. 
tions to liaTe it duplicated for the Temple in Jeruaa- 

Is&iab, when he heard of this, was thunderstruck 
by the audadty of the king who had no respect for 
bis people or for his God. 

Not only was this heathen altar built, but it re- 
placed the ancient (Hie, which was set aside. Ahaz 
even went further. When he returned from Damascus, 
be himself, instead of the regularly appointed priest, 
offered the sacrifices upon the new altar, as he had 
seen Tiglath-Pileso- do. To cap the cUmax, Ahaz 
introduced certain pagan religious ideas, copied 
from the Assyrian worship, into the cult ot the 
Temple, simply to please and gratify his Assyrian 
master. 

With BO base a king, Isaiah could hiype tuAidag 

for the nation. Truly could he cry oat in the 

anguish of his spirit: 

"My people—*, boy is their iMMhrl" 
"iSj people-— thy guidoa leftd tbee astray." 

Of one thing, however, Isaiah was positive. When 
messengers came to him from various parts of the 
country to inquire what to do in this national crisis 
hr answered them all alike: "God hath founded 
Zion, and in her shall the afOicted of His people 
take refuge." 
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He Tas certftin that aatber a weakling like Ahu 
nor a terror like Tiglath-PilesCT oould bring destruc- 
tion upon the city that God had ulected oa the 
center of Hi« vorabip, or upMi the people whom 
God hod chosen, to reveal Hinu^ to them and to 
entrust them with His law. 

The patriotic and religious backsliding of Ahaz 
and bis counselors, however, seemed to point to the 
destruction t^ both. But Isaiah was not dtsmajed. 
Trusting faithfully in God's protecting hand over 
His people, he could not conceive that God would 
desert them for Iimg. God would not permit a 
backboneless king to reign over His people. The 
successor to Abaz would be a different type of man 
— aa ideal prince in the sight of God and men: 

"And then ■hall come forth a ahoot out of the stock of Jesse, 

And ft brwieh of hU roota ahall bear fruit. 

And iihe spirit of ihe Lard ihoill rest upon him, 

He spirit of wisdam ajid nndentuidiiig. 

The spirit of oounsel uid might. 

The spirit of kDowle^ and of the fear of the Lord. 

And he shall not judge after the si^t of his tjte. 

Neither &rbiti«te after the hearing of hft ears; 

But witli ri^teooaneaa ehall be judge the poor, 

And arbitrate with equity for the atDieted of the land: 

And he shall nnite the tyraunous with the rod of his month. 

And with the brMth of his lipa riiall be tlay the wicke<^ 

And rlght«oiisiMW shall he the ^rdle of his loins. 

And faittinlneM the rirdle of his rdni^ 

And the woU sbaU dwell with the lamb. 

And the leopard shall lie down with the kid; 

The ealf and the young Hon shall feed together t 

And a Uttle «Mld shall lead thrai. 

And the oow and the bear iball make friends; 

Uteir young ones shall lie down together; 

.And the lion AaU eat straw like tiie ox. 

And tha saeUng child sliall plsf on the bole of the a^ 
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AaA tha maaed oMld ihall itretoh out bb hand to tiie wrpBnt'i 

None iball da evil or act ooiruptlr in all mj hoVf mooatain, 
For tha eaxth Hhall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the 
w»tws oorer the wb." 

In all literature there is no more beautiful and 
meaningful descripticm of what ao ideal ruler should 
be and of the peaceful and happy state to i^ch 
such a ruler could bring his country. 

But Isaiah did not lose sight of tiie fact that 
just as little as an Ahoz could accomplish the de- 
struction of the nation, so little could an ideal king, 
even if his fond dream would come true, accomplish 
the rec<Histruction of the nation, single-handed and 
alone. 

What was necessary, tberef<x«, was the raising 
and educating of a new generation of citizens in 
Judah; a just, patriotic, God-fearing ctmipany of 
men who, when the hoped-for king shall have ccnne 
to the throne, would support him, with their valor 
and their lives, in building up the oitire nati<«i to 
walk in God's way. 

So Isaiah began quietly with his own family first, 
and later with a few friends and disciples who be- 
lieved as he did. "Binding up the admonition and 
sealing the instruction among my disciples," said 
Isuah, "I will wait for the Lord who is hiding His 
face from the House of Jacob, and in Him will I 
trust. Behold, I and the children whom the Lord 
hath gmn me are signs and symbols in Israel from 
the Lord of Hosts who dwells in Mount Z.oa.*' 
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Itaiah's idea was similar to that of Moses in the 
olden days in the wildemeas. The present genera- 
tion, ruler and people, that did not place its trust 
wholly in God, would slowly die out; a new genera- 
tion, better and more fit, would survive to save the 
nation. 

Just at this time, when Isaiah began his slow 
work of upbuilding the nation, a son and heir was 
bom to the king. Isaiah accepted this incident as 
a message of approval of his course fnxn God. He 
and his disciples looked to this prince to be the 
ideal king; and in celebration of the event Isaiah 
greeted the heir apparent in the following line out- 
burst of hope for the future: 

"Unto US ft child is bom, unto na a son Is glvm; 
And tha goremmeiit shall be upon hU sbonlder; 
And hia name •ball be called wonder-oounnlor. 
Divine hero, father of glory, prince of peaoe. 
For the laor««ae of dominion and for peac« without end. 
Upon ths throne of David and upon hU kingdom. 
To catabliah and nipport it by juitioe and t^ rigUoms- 
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Chapter VI. 

Working With the Remttmt. 

Isaiah caOed his little band of disciples and fol- 
lowers "The Renmant." He referred to them as 
"The Rannant" because he knew that, if mlj these 
remained true and faithful to God, for their sakes God 
would not forsake the Fathn'land. 

It was upon '"ITie R^nnant" that he placed the 
future welfare of his country. Through these few 
he hoped to regenerate the rest of his people, despite 
the ctHTupldon and wrongdoing of their leaden. He 
aimed, espetnally, to prepare the young generation 
for patriotic. God-fearing, God-trusting lives. 

The prophet had set for himseJf no easy task. 
He met oppositi(Hi from many directiwu. The king 
himself opposed him for pditical reascms. The 
priests, who sided with the king in bis introduction 
of Assyrian rites and practices in the Tnnple aerrice, 
opposed him on religious grounds ; so that, for many 
years, Isaiah simply devtAed himself to teaching 
and preaching moral living, just and righteous deal- 
ing and absolute trust in Grod. 

"Hmt, hMirau, and gin liMd, eortli, for Uie Lord (pask- 

Boos baTB I brought op and plaoad on higb, but ttu^ %k^ 

prov«d fsise to me. 
^a ox knows Hs owner and the ssa its moster'a «rR>, 
Bnt laraal liaa no biowladge; mj people ham ao fnaigliti 
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Ah I Sinful nation, people deep Udan witb guilt, 

B«« of erll-doen, p«rven« eUldraBl 

T1m7 biiv* foTwkcn Un Lord; 

Tbe7 li«v« wpannA the ScAy One of IstmI; 

The7 hftTO tweome TdwlUoiu. 

"On wlukt place eui 700 yat be Hnittm alnee jaa etntlniM 

TdwllingT 
The whole he«d ie nek end the wbote htart fkint, 
From the mIb of tbe foot to the head there U no • 
Only wound* and bruisee and (reah Mrei) 
Which have not been dmsed nor bound up nor Kftened with 

With words of this kind, and in Bimilar speedtes, 
Isaiah tried to describe the condition of Judah to 
its people. The cowardice of Ahaz in throwing him- 
self at the feet of the Assyrian had, indeed, smitten 
the land and the people very aore. The large tribate 
to Tiglath-Pileser had to be cc41ected and paid. 
The burden was terrible to bear. In the meantime, 
Jiidah*B enemies from the south and along the 
Mediterranean coast took advantage of the weakened 
condition of Judah and attacked the country from 
many points. 

Isaiah tried, with all his might, to bring the 
people, as a whole, to an understanding of Judah*ii 
condition. He wanted them to join **The Remnant** 
and to live their lives in accordance with hia teaching, 
which were really not his, but God's. Only in this 
way, Isaiah said, could a country that had fallen 
deeply into ain and imrighteousness, and was at Ha 
mercy of its enemies, be saved: 

Tour land la a deaotation, yonr ddea are bunted with tn, 
ToDr tilled land — before ywxr ejca atrangen devoor Ht 
And the dan^ter of Zkm is left like • booth In a vbugwd* 
Uks a Utdgt in a Held of aoatUDlMn, like a watchtoww. , 
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Unleu 4ho Lord of hosto lud left ns m. iWMuat, 

We dkonld aIukhI be u Bodom, 

We mtuld hwro been like QfKnomb." 

T\uB simile, ccHDpariag Jerusalem to these ancient 
cities of evil repute, was answered b; Isaiah's oppo- 
DHits with the statement that the people of SodtHU 
and GomoTTah were idol wonhipen, but that the 
people of Judah brought their sacrifices to the 
Temple and obserred the holydays in accordance 
with the ancient laws. This was the same kind of an 
argument as the citizens in Samaria gave to Amos 
and Hosea. 

Isaiah, however, who knev, and had taught "The 
Remnant" that sacrificing animals was not the true 
manner of worshiping God, replied as follows : 

'^car the word of the Lc»d, ye Suleta of Sodom; 

Olrre heed to the inatructtOD of our Qod, je people of Qomor- 

rkhr 
What cue I for the gree.t number ct yonr ucrificeeT akith the 

Lord. 
I am eeted irith the burnt cAerinn ol rams and the fe.t of 

fedbeurtg, 
And ]n the blood of bulloolcs end lambs and he-goftta I tales 

no pleasure. 



Whm ve appear before me — who has required this of tduT 
ITTampIe no more my oourta, bring no more offerings, 
Tain la the odor of ineenae — it ia an abomination to me; 



n not able to endure a faat and a eolemn assembly. 
Your new moMia and your appointed day* my soul hatath. 
I am tired of bearing It. 
When ye spread forUi your hands, I will hide mine eyee from 

you. 
Also, if ye make many pr^ers, I will not hear." 

Then Isaiah launched forth into one of the most 
beautiful speeches that he delivered in his whde ca- 
na. In it he Imught home to the pet^ile the true idea 
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of the rdigion which (rod had ccanmanded to land, 
and through which Judah could be regenerated, 
■trengthoied and saved : 

Tour buidi u« itained witli bloodj 

Waah, that je mMj be oleui; 

Bemon the avil of your deeds from betort mine 

•ye*. 
CeaM to do evil; learn to do good; 
Seek juatioe; reliere the oppraued; 
Vindicate tbe orphan; plead for the widow." 

In me of the suhlimeat passages that any prophet 
ever uttered, Isaiah promised the people God's for- 
giveneu in the following wonderful appeal : 

'Come now, let na argne together, laith M» Lor& 
Though jour eina be aa scarlet. 
They may beoome white as snowi 
Though they he red as oriuuKHi, 
Tb^ may beocnu aa wool ; 
If ja willingly yield and ai9 obedient 
Te shall eat the good of the Isn^ 
But if you refnae and rebel, 
Ye shall be deroured by the sword. 
The mouth of the Lord hath spoken itt" 

While Isaiah thus pleaded and threatened, he 
gained many additions to "The Remnant," but he 
failed to create a deep impression either with the 
reigning house or with the powerful priesthood or with 
the nujoritj of the rich in Jnutalem and Judah. 

In the meantime, a vassal of Assyria, in far-off 
Babylmiia, rd>e]led successfully. Lnmediatelj, var 
rious Palestinian states, including Judah, began to 
prepare a similar attempt to f re« themselTes from 
the ABsyrian jokit. 
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Ahaz had died in 721* the year in which Sargtm the 
Great captured Samaria, after a two year's siege, and 
effectually reduced the kingdom of Israel. Hezekiah* 
his young son, to whom Isaiah looked for the ideal 
prince he bod pictured, succeeded him. 

The calamity of the northern kingdom did not 
seem to bring Isaiah or Ahaz any warning. The 
king had been paying his Assyrian tribute regularly 
and faithfully ; the prophet had centered his hope in 
*'The Remniint" and in the crown prince, and bided 
his time. 

When, however, six years later, in the year 715, 
Hesekiah joined the coalition of Palestinian states 
against Assyria, Isaiah was not only disappointed, 
but became greatly alarmed. 

To permit Hezekiah to follow the advice of his 
father's counsdora, Isaiah knew would be national 
Buitade. For three years, therefore, while the agita- 
tion for coalitioQ and rebellion was going on, Isaiah 
cast off his prophet's mantle sod sandals, and walked 
barefooted and in the garb of a captive through the 
streets of Jerusalem, as an object lesson to the people 
of Judah, to show them what might await than if 
they rebelled against Assyria. 

But even this, for the time being, was of no 
avaiL Rebellion was in the blood of the king and 
the court clique. Somehow the very thought of it 
in Jerusalem seemed to reach tix Assyriau capital. 
Hardly had Hezekiah begun to carry his con- 
templated revolt into action when Sennacherib, the 
new Assyrian king, was cm the mardL 
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Ooce more Jud^h wu invaded hy Uie AMyriia 
hofta, and once more Judah's mien bent tbdr Iokcb 
in n]l)miBii<m and undertook to pay a tribute tbafc 
vaa heavier than ever before. 

Yet Isaiah, thou^ heartbroken, was in no my 
dismayed. His unbounded faith in the final triumpb 
of God'i purpoMS led him to go on, fearlessly* to 
<^paae the kii^ and his aisodatei to the very ta^ 
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CHApTxm VIL 
Like Father, Like Son. 

'X chain, m are UHd, is ai strong aa its weakest 
link. The weak link in the Itmg chain ot Asajrian 
provinces was the fact that whenever a new king 
came to the tbrraie, if he happened to be awaj, 
fighting in the fidd, he had to hurry back to the 
capital, backed b; the complete military force under 
bis command^ in order to establish himself firmly in his 
dominions. 

Immediately up<»i the withdrawal of the king's 
armies from the field, all the provinces that hated 
Assyria bitterly, rebelled. Naturally, all the wmk 
of conquest had to be done over again. IThen, 
when another change took place in the rulership of 
Assyria, the new king met the same conditions and 
the same difitculties. 

When Tiglath-Pileser died, Shalmaneser IV., 
who laid siege to Samaria, was forced to rectmquer 
all the Syrian and Faleatinian tributaries. 'Hie 
great Sargon, who reduced Samaria and carried its 
inhabitants captive into the northern part of t^e 
Assyrian Empire, left bis successor, Sennacherib, 
no better legacy. 

With Sennacherib's asceosion to the throne in the 
year TM, therefive, the usual thing happened— 



D.a.t.zsd by Google 



116 STORIES OF THE PROPHETS. 
nbellioQ broke out all al<»tg the line of iuB 



In Palestine, King Hezekiah of Judah became the 
leader of a movement for a strong organization of 
all Palestinian and Syrian states and cities with the 
purpose of concerted rebellitHi against the new king. 

So strong -was the patriotism aroused among the 
Tarioua peoples that Padi, king of the city of 
Ekron, who would not join the proposed coalitim, 
was captured by the citizens, bound in chains and 
handed over a piisoner to Hezeki&b in Jerusalem. 

It did not take Sennacherib long to make up his 
mind what to do. His predecessors had shown him 
the way. He mrganized a strmig force, composed 
mostly of mercenaries, and marched at once into 
Phoenicia. 

City after city fell before his prowess and he 
worked his way rapidly into Palestine. Unfortu- 
nately for Hezdiah and his allies, no concnted action 
could be agreed upon by them. Each one feared for 
himself ; each one tried to be on the safe side. 

Sennacherib took advantage of the situation in 
this rebellious district of his empire. He marched 
his armies, victorious throughout Phoenicia, into 
Palestine, meeting with success after success. The 
city of Tyre resisted most nobly on its own account, 
but it was no match ftw the Assyrians. Immediately 
after that Ekron, too, fell, and Judah itself was 
oremm by Sennacherib's troops. 
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The great duftpp<»ntmeiit of the Palefltiman mlliei 
in this struggle for iodependencG during the yean 
70S-701, was that the help thej looked for from the 
Arabian tribes to the south was very meagre, and 
that the horses and chariots they counted upon from 
Egypt did not materialize at all. 

In Jerusalem, the prophet Isaiah counseled against 
the proposed rebellicm from its very beginning. Me 
warned Hezekiah, the leaden in Jerusalem, and even 
the nations who were entering into the coalition with 
Hezekiah, of the folly of this step. Knowing, as he 
did, the situation, the weakness of the leaden, the 
corruption within Judah and the demoralization o£ 
the army and the people generally, because of greed 
and oppressim, he understood that Sennacherib's 
forces would tout the Falestiniaa forces unmerci- 
fully. 

He wanted no coalititni. He wanted Hezekiah 
and the Judeans to trust wholly in God. "Quietness 
and trust" was his motto and '^Abiding faith in God" 
his standard. 

•37 repantlnc sad rwnafalng qniat 70a aball ba delirnvd; 
In rcating and lu tnuUng ihaU your rirengUi oonalat," 

Hezekiah, like his father, Ahas, however, placed 
his trust in himself and in the power of his armies. 
There was no doubt in Hezekiah's mind but that the 
assistance that would come from Egypt would 
strengthen him sufficiently to defeat Sennadierib and 
gain complete independence for Judah. 
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iMiabt who knew differently, preached epenlj 
Against HezeLiab ; but he had no more influence with 
the king than he had bad with hts father: 

"^oe to tlio rcbellkNu mrii, ii the onde of Jthrn^ 
OtTTfiag out m plan which ii not mim, 
EitkbliihiBg k traatf toatnrj to nj ipiritt 
So that th«j heap am npon un; 
Who would Mt out for Egjpt wiUtont uUiig aqr 



To Bm to tba ibeltflT o( Phanofa, 

And tba nfnse lu the ibadow of ^TpL 

Tba ah(A«r of Pharaoh wll. be vonr abune, 

And tha refuge in the ahadow of ^gjft yovx eonfuaka.'* 

WhUe luuah's poriti<ai among the people, and Ini 
•taxtding in the community in Jenualem* made Heie- 
kiah fear to do him bodily harm* or eren to arrest 
him, the king and hii counselors, who were, naturallyi 
eager to gain all the assistance possible f nmi the peo- 
ple at home, sent out men who were in fav<»r of 
fighting Assyria to refute the opinions and argu- 
ments of Isaiah. 

l^MM men also called themselves prophets of Godt 
but Isaiah saw in them only false pn^hets; 

'Tor It If a rebdllona pe^e, l7u>g »o*>*. 
Bona who will not head Jahorah'i inatmatio^ 
Who Mj to th« Men, 'Bee uotl' 
And to tiioM who have viiiona, HUn oa no vUm of 

what ia ri^l 
Speak to ua iriiat la agreeable, give na false Ttaloiul 
l^im from Uie way, 00 aaide from tlw path. 
Trouble is no more with Israel's Holy One.' " 

When Sennacherib's armies finally came int* 
jTudah, Isaiah still saw the possibility of ■aving'thc 
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oonnfaF^ from the hoRon of devastaliont and bit 

warned the king and people in these word*: 

"Tbimton, tfana Mtith tbe Holy One of Imel, 
Bee»nae ya r^eot tliii word, 
And tnut in pareneneM and crocricedneM tad rd; 

thsnon, 
TbtmUtn this gollty ut •ball be to yon 
like ft bolrii^ brMcb in s hi^ wmll tbout to fill, 
Snddemly, In ui inftant, will OMU iU dMtnietion; 
Ym, iU dertraotion eball be » when one duliM aa 

eartben nnel in pieoM, Bb*tt«ring it mtUoMly, 
60 Uwt not » potsbera Is found unong tbe pieocn 
Witb iriiiah to t«k« np flie from tbe neuth or to dmw 

water from a eiatorn." 

Kotwithstanding the utter failure that faced 
HeEekiab in his course, neither he nor his coiuudon 
gave heed until Sennacherib had captured and de- 
stroyed f<»tysix f(»<tified Judean cities and towns 
and had actually begun pieparations for a siege of 
Jerusalem. 

It was then that Hesekiah came to his senses. 
When Sennacherib was at Lachish, Hezekiab sent 
him a message whidi was almost a duplicate of the 
one sent by Ahai to Tiglath-Pileser ; 

; irimteror yon Uy on 

The tribute that Sennacherib laid on Hexekiah 
was three hundred talents of sHver and thirty talents 
of gold. To meet this, Hezekiah was forced to 
ransack the Temple in Jerusalem and the treasure- 
chamber of the royal palace. He was even forced to 
strip the doors and pillars of the Temple of their 
gold decoratims in <Hder to make up the oiormous 
tribute to send to Sennadierib. 
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JucUh once more lay a helpleas tribotary at the 
feet of Assyria. Sennacherib withdrew his azmies 
and returned to Nineveh. Hezekiah had proved him- 
self both a coward and a traitor; a traittn* because 
he did not do all in his power to assist such allies as 
Tyre and Eknm; a coward because, unlike Tyre 
and Ekron, he did not fight Sennacherib to the bitter 
end. 

^It was (Ktly after his own country had beax 
terribly devastated by the Assyrian mercenaries that 
he followed the advice which Isaiah gave him in 
the first plac& Had he followed it before, he would 
have saved not alone his country and his people 
from the ravages of war, bat he would have been 
spared the payment (^ so large a tribute and the 
desecration of the Temple. 

The real reason why Sennacherib withdrew frooi 
before Jerusalem was the fact that, while be was 
engaged In Palestine, all the Babylonian provinces 
rebelled. He, therefore, received Heidciah's mes- 
sage with a great deal of pleasure. In truth, he was 
eager to act upon it, for he had to hurry to Baby- 
lonia to subdue \he rebels there. 

Immediately after the Assyrian troops were out 
of Palestine, however, Hezekiah returned to his old 
policy and began a war to regain the forty-six cities 
whid) Sennacherib had conquered and in which he 
had left Assyrian govemon. 
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Tht Prophet Tiiumplu. 

The fearful crisiB ttiroagh -wbidi Judah and 
Jerusalem had passed, before Sennacherib withdmr 
from Judah to fight bis subjects in Babylonia, set 
both the king and the people to thinking. 

Hezekiah had evidently become convinced that 
Isaiah's counsel for peace with Assyria vas the best ; 
for, after he had reconquoed aemal of the fortified 
cities and towns captured by Sennacherib, he mads 
an arrangement with the Assyrian king to pay an 
annual tribute peacefully, in order that hia country 
should be at rest. 

During the ten years that followed, Hezddah, 
instead of seeking alliances with foreign nations, for 
the purpose of rebellion, devoted himself to building 
up hia own country, and to reforming his own peo- 
ple, in line with the preaching of Isaiah. 

Once, wh^i Hez^iab was sick, Isaiah called oo 
him at the palace. The prophet cheered him in his 
illness and expressed hia hope for the king's speedy 
recovery. This call established a friendli^ relation- 
ship between the king and the prophet. 

At another time, Hezekiah invited Isaiah to the 
palace ; and Isaiah was glad to go, because Hezekiah, 
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in bis neir pctHcj, was f ollotring the comman^nwiri* 
of God which, u taught by Isaiah, were destined to 
aaTe the nation from its enemiea. 

"The Remnant," which Isaiah educated, now grew 
in great proportioiu, until it included the majority 
«)f Jews who were leading upright liTea. Iiaiah, 
himself, was established as a true prophet of God 
«mong his people. 

Upon his recovery from his illness, Resekiah 
began to reform the rdigious life of the country. 
He destroyed the "high places" on which many 
people tiered sacrifices to strange gods. He broke 
up the brasen serpent to which the people sacrificed 
and which they worshiped from the days of the 
Wildoness. He destroyed many idols and practically 
banished idolatry from the land. Men turned frmn 
tiitSr eml ways ; they left off their wrongdoing and 
dealt justly and honorably, one with another. Not 
only did they worship their God, but they had full 
faith in Rim. 

It BO happened, therefore, in Uie year 690, 
wiien Somacherib marshaled his great Assyrian 
army, in order to cMtquer Egypt, that another crisis 
came upon Hezekiah and Judah; but neitho' lung 
nor people feared the Assyrians, because they now 
trusted in the God c^ their fathers to save them 
from the hands of thdr enemy. 

Sennacherib had determined to conquer Egypt for 
two reasons; first, because none of his great prede- 
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MMoTs on the Auyrum throne had ever gone bo f at 
south in their conquest; second, because Egypt 
wu alwa^ sturing up rebdliim in the Aasyrian 
provinces of Asia Minor, by promising ihem help. 
SennacberS) figured, therefore, that, with Egypt 
thoronghly subdued, the great Auyrian Empire 
would be permanently established and strongly 
founded on absdute union. 

Sennacherib made one of his whirlwind marches 
toward Egypt. A little -poesn describing his march, 
is pRKTved in an ancient record: 

"Bfi bM gone m from Simmon. 
Hs has uii-rad ftt Aiath. 
Ble hu pHMd through UIgron. 
At 'lUehmash he leje up Us fa ~ 
They beive gone over the pus. 
At QeU thOT halt for tike nij^ti 
"Rj-mah tnDiSles. 
Oibe^ of Seul flees. 
Shriek aloud, O people of GkUiia. 
HeaAoi, lAlebsh. 
' - r her, Ansthoth. 



The inhsUtaats of OeUn are fled. 
This vei7 ^j he halts ait Hoab. 
Be ehakee bis flit againrt Hbunt Zloiv 
Agsiost ithe TTiTi of Jamsalem.'* 

finally , Sennacherib had a problem to sdve: He 
wanted to be sure of the f rimdship of Heaekiab, 
t])rough whose land he would have to pass on his 
way to Egypt. He was afraid on the one hand, 
that, having passed throuj^ Judah, Hezekiah might 
rebel and attack him from the rear; « the other 
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hand, he wanted the city of Jeruulon to be a safe- 
guard to himself, so that, if he should be defeated 
by the Egyptians, he could escape to its ahelt«. 

Therefore, when be came within hailing distance 
of Jerusalem, he sent word to Hezekiah to deliver 
the city into his hands peacefully, and also to jcHn 
with him in the proposed ctmquest of Egypt. Sen- 
nacherib was willing to famish two thousand horses, 
if Hezekiah would furnish him two thousand men to 
mount them, and to join the Assyrian cavalry. He 
did not want to attadc Jerusalem, because he could 
not afford to waste his strength on a long siege, 
and thus weaken his forces before he met Egypt on 
She battlefield. 

But this time, Hezekiah, being older and wiser, 
and knowing that his people were certain that God 
was on their side, sent word back to Sennacherib that 
there was no reason whatever for such acti<xi on the 
part of Judah at this time since the country was at 
peace with Assyria, paying the tribute annually. 

Eocamped at Lachish, on the western border ot 
Palestine, and eager to press on toward Egypt, 
Sennacherib thought to force Hezekiah into helping 
him by an unusual display of his power; so he sent 
his Commander-in-Chief, with a great retinue, to the 
king in Jerusalem. 

A meeting was amuiged between them and Heze- 
kiah*B representatives just outside of Jerusalem, at 
the conduit of the upper reservoir, the place where 
baiah first omf routed King Ahai. 
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Sing Hezekiah, hinudf, did not go out to nceiTe 
tbe emissariei from the Aujrian annj. Instead, he 
sent Eliakim, who was Garemor of the Royal Palace, 
Shebnah, the Secretary of State, and Joah, the 
Chancellor of the Treasury. 

A great aaaembly of the leading citizens of Jenisa- 
lem gathered upon the walls to see and hear the 
interview between the agents of Sennacherib and Hez- 
ekiah. 

The spokesman for the Assyrians began: 

"Thiu Mdth th» great king, the King of AMyria, "Wltat eon- 
Sdmoa i» this which joa. oberiihl You, Indeed, think, a 
•imple word of the Upi is eouuMl and itrength for the war!' 
Now, on whom do yon tnut, that you have rebeU«d against met 

'^deed, yon tnist in tlie «ta£F ot thli braised reed, eren 
upon Bgypi, which, it a man lean on It, will go into hii 
hand and pierae it. So la Pharaoh King of 'Egypt to all who 
tnut in him." 

Eliakim, speaking of his king, attempted to make 
clear to the Assyrians that they were misjudging 
Hezekiah. He did not lean upon Egypt ; no alliance 
had been entered into between the two natitms ; Judah 
did not desire to enter into this quarrel at all and 
relied upon neither Egypt nor Assyria. We trust in 
the Lord our God," concluded Eliakim. 

Quick as a flash came back the reply from Assyria : 

"tf 70: M7 to hm, 'We tnut in tlte Lord onr QoA,' la not ft« 
the one whose hi^ plaee* and altars He w kiah has taken away, 
and has aaid to Jnaah and Jernaakm, Ton ahall worship on 
this altar In jwnsaleml' 

"Sew, tbenfore, glvt pledgea to my mastar and King of 
Aaayria, and I wiU |^vb yon two thousand horses, If yon ara 
able OB yonr part to set ridsrs npon then. 

"Sow ean yon rqmlse one of the least of my master's serr- 
antsT And yet yon tnut in Bgypt tor chariots and horsement 
HaT« I now oona np against tma plaoe to destroy It wlthont 
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God'a ifipreinlt Ood It ma wha hU to m», H3o u uiJut 
tU« luA ud dMtnr It.' " 

' Shaken a little bit in their argument, and a great 
deal in their faith, Eliakim, Shebnah and Joah held 
a short consultation. Then ''■'-''■Hffi said to the 
Bpdccsman, in a whisper: 

"Bpe^k, I pray Ton, to your nrranta In ibe AruBftla lui* 
0IUSB, for we undwituid It; but do not apeait with m in tha 
Jflinih Ungnage In the hHLring of the paople who ato on tha 
wnlL" 

The Assyrian caught the drift of this request at 
once. He understood that the people had evidently 
not given up thetr idolatrous practices very gra- 
eiously and that their trust in the "Lord their God 
was not as great as that of Hezekioh. He, there- 
fore, answered Eliakim, so that all could hear: 

"Has my master aent ma to Tonr niaater and to yon to 

rk theee wordiT Is it net rather to the mm who dt on 
wall, that thef ehall eat their own refuM and drink their 
own water together with youl" 

Then, walking away from the official group and 
f adng the assembly on the walls, he cried with a 
loud voice in the Jewish language, saying : 

"Hear the menage of the great king, the Eing of AmmjtU. 
Tlias aaith the king. Xet not Heiekish deoetre 700; (or he 
will not be able to deliver 7011 out of mj hand,' 

*^eIUi«r let Besekiah make yon trust in Ood hy tajing, 
*0od will mrelj' deliver na, and thii city iball not be givaa 
into the power of the King of AmkjtI^' 

''hearken not to HeiAiah, for thus aalth tiie King of Aa- 
CTria, Ifake your peace with me and oome over to me; thus 
^all each one of yoa eat from hie own viae and hla own Us 
tree and drink the water* of bii own cistern, nnUl I oome and 
take yon away to a land lilce yonr own land, a land full of 
gtain and of new wine, • land fnll of bread sad Tine7atd% 



D.a.t.zsd by Google 



THE FBOFHET TRIUMPHS. ISI 

ft Uad full of olln treca and bow?, that ;ron 1U7 Uw ksd 
not dla.' 
'^nt h«*rlwB not to Hewkiah, when he mblMidi yon, airlift 



When ue Uw god* of HunftUi uid Arpadt Wfaeto are the 
godi of Seidwrniin, Hemi uid ImhT Where ue the gods 
of tiie land of Sunaria that they hare delirered Samarta out 
of o^ powert Who ten they among all the goda of th» 
oonntries, that lUTe delivered Uieir oonntry ont of my power, 
that Qod should deliror Janualeia out of my powerf " 

This apeech fsst a deep gloom upon tlie people 
gathered upon the wall. All were silent. Not a 
ungle man, not even the representatives of the king, 
oonld answer the Asajrians* arguments. 

Then Eliakim, Shebnah and Joah hastened bade 
to Hezekiah and repeated to him the message of 
Sennocb^b through his Commander-in-Chief. As 
soon as King Hezelciab heard it, be tore bia clotiies 
and coToed himself with sackcloth and went into the 
Temple. He sent Eliakim, Shebnah and the eldest 
of the priests, covered with sackcloth, to Isaiah, and 
they said to him: 

thuB saith Hezekiah: 

This is a day of tronUe and of diMipUae and of eontnmel;. 
It may be God, thy God, will hear all the worda of the hi^ 
offieia^ whom his master, the King of Aimla, haa lent to 
defy the living Ood, and will rebuke the worda which the Lord 
" ' ' ■ ■ ■■ - ■■■J „p yo^j prayer for the 



When Isaiah heard the message of the king, h« 
sent back this reply of hope and courage to tba 
palace: 

fnniB saltli tlio Idrd : 'Be not afraid of the words that 
tton hact haar^ with iriiieh the Hrranta of the Kins of 
Behold I will put forth a 



D.a.t.zsd by Google 



Its STORIES OF THE PROPHETS. 

to Ub own lud, and I wiU mow Ub to bOl 1:17 U10 nord la 
Us om Und.'" 

Hecduoh, acting upc» the advice of Iiush, 
then Knt Sennacherib*§ eminariei back to Larhiih 
with a flat refnul to do what the King had asked 
bun. 

When the Commander-in-CUef returned to La^ 
chub, to hit great amazement, Sennadioib and hit 
amy were not there. An officer who was left bdund* 
howevo-, told him that Sennadieib had bn^en camp 
and had marched against Libnah. 

The next that was heard of the Assyrian anniea 
in Jenualem was that a plague had fallen upon the 
camp of Sennacherib and that, in great disgust and 
disappointment, the king and what remained of bis 
forces, had tetumed to Ninev^ 

It was at that time that Isaiah gave expreasitHt to 
'. ccmception of God*B relaticmship to the nations of 
the earth that was enfirdj differoit from that hdd 
bj the people up to this time. 

Aocnding to Isaiah, God had nied Assyria as a 
rod with which to wlup the people of Judab, God's 
chosen people, into an understanding of His Uw and 
omnmandments, by which tbey should live. 

Now, that Hezekiah and his people had thoraa^y 
reformed and were foIIowiDg in ihe ways of God 
and His consnandments, Assyria's woil: was dose. 
Beoiuse Assyria, bowerer, had prided herself tiiat 
abe had become a great ponrer in the worid oa ae- 
oount of her a>wn strength, God would now destroy 
Assyria. 
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Tliia IB the dirge that Isaiah sang regarding 
Aujria and God's hand in the life and death of 
natioiu, while Sennacherib was retreating toward 
Niaevch, hia capital: 

if mine aunr, 

e indignatian. 
Agaiiut tn iffii^iu nation ua I wont to wnd Um. 
And apUntt the people of 107 wrath I git« bim ohargS) 
To tako 1^11 aod gather bootf. 
And to tiead them down like the mire In the atreets. 
But he— Aot M doth be pUn; 
And Mb heart — not eo doth >t pnrpOM^ 
Por deatmctiou is in hu Leart, 
And to cut off nattona not > few. 
For ha ealth. By the ■trenath of my h*nd have I done It, 
And hf my wiidom, for I oaTe diMemed it; 
And I haTO renurTed the bound* of tixj pooplea. 
And I have robbed their treamiries. 
And like a nd^ity man I have bnnif^t down thoae who 

•it ettthioued. 
And my hand hath sdied, as on a nest, 
Tbe riuiea of the peofdei. 
And ae one gathera egg* that are ongnarded, 
I, inteed, hwfl eerried off all the eartL" 

To this boasting of Assyria, Gtod answers, speak- 
ing through Isaiah: 

'before me to tb; rtolng np end thy lying down, 
nty going ont and thy eoming In. 
I know tEy raging against me 
And thine arrosanee hath oome to my eara 
~ ■ B I wiU pat I 



Ttierefore I wiU pat my ring through thy noae, 
bridle between thy U 
1 make tbee retnm, 



Not Icmg after this, while Sennacherib was wtw- 
shiping in tbe temple of Nisroch, in Nineyeh, h« 
was attacked bj his own sods and killed, and Esai^ 
haddon, one of his sons, succeeded him on the thnne 
ftf Assyria. 



DiqitizsObyGOO^^lc 



The Fniit of Hig Labor. 

Blessed u the man whose toil and Btriving of a life- 
time bring results, even though he, himself, does not 
live to see them! 

Thrice blessed is the man, the fruit of whose labor is 
garnered while he is among the living, to see and 
oijoj it! 

The prophet Isaiah was a thrice-blessed man. Al- 
though no <me knows where or how he died, every 
one knows where and how he lived, and how his life 
was fruitful in blessings for his people. 

He saw kings come and go mi the thrtMie of 
Judah. He passed through many crises in the history 
of his country. He experienced many woes because 
of his patriotic devotion to the welfare of his land 
and people. 

But through it all he remained, uncomplainingly, 
staunch in his faith and true to his God. He b^ered, 
implicitly, in the justness of God and, therefore, in 
His danand of ri^teousness as the standard of living 
for the people. Isaiah's own strength, In time of trial 
and tribulatiim, came f rmn his trust in God ; and that 
same trust he urged upon Jerusalem and Judah in 
his day and, through his discourses, upon all men, for 
all time. 

' Thus it was ^ven Isaiah to see the fruit of his 
labor in the peace and prospmty of Judah during tlw 
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remainder of his life which he, undoubtedly, ipent in 
peace with Yob family in his home in Jerusalem. 

It is no wonder that he conceived the ideal of * 
time of universal peace, in which God shall be the 
God of all the nations, an era in which all peoplea 
shall come to Him, and believe in Him, and follow in 
His law, and live such just and righteous lives that 
there would be an end to war in all the earth : 

"It «h&ll come to pau, In tbe end of days. 
That the mouDtain of the Lord's honse ■hall Im aatabUihad at 

the top o[ the mountalni, 
And it shall be exalted ftbore the hilla; 
And people! ahall Sow onto it. 
And many nations shall go and taj, 

'Come ye, and let ua go up to the moimtalns of tbt Lnd, 
And to the houie of the Ood of Jacob; 
And he will teach ua of His ways. 
And we will walk in Hia paths.* 
For out of Ziou ahall go forth inatruction. 
And the word of the Cord from Jeniaalem. 
And He ahall judge between the natima, 
And arbitrate for man; peoples; 
And tbey shall beat their swords into plowshare^ 
And their spears intc pruning hooka; 
Nation sliall not lift np sword againat natiot^ 
Neither altall itmj learn war any mora." 
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The Commoner 



Hit Awakening. 

Sloping down from the Judean hills toward the 
plain of Fhilistia and the Medit«muiean Sea is the 
Shepelah, or Lowlands, a section of Palestine, far- 
famed for its stretches of rich farm lands, vineyarJa 
and olive groves. 

These foothills were once the constant battl^eld 
on which the Israelites from the hill country and the 
Philistines from the plain struggled for mastery; 
hut, since the days of King Amazioh, who conquered 
Philistia soon after he came to the throne of Judah, 
in the year 798, the Shefelah, far away from the 
political turmoils in Samaria and Jerusalem, was aae 
of the most peaceful and richest farm sections in 
Israel or Judah. 

Up in Samaria, in the year 7S4, Hoshea, son of 
Elah, had played the traitor and had bent his head 
to Tiglath-Pileser, the Assyrian conqueror. Up in 
Jerusalem, Ahaz, son of Jothom, had acted the coward 
and had slipped his neck under the Assyrian yoke. 
But down in the Shef eloh, on the lower highlands, 
politics and political intrigues played little part in 
the lives of the humble peasant folk. 

Numerous towns and villages dotted the Shefelah, 
espedtdly on the highway running northeast from 
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Gaza, in Philirtia, to Jenualem, in Judah. These 
towns and villages were the cental where the nei^- 
boring farmers gathered at set times and where the 
many daily wage earners lived all the time. 

Rich and fertile sectitms like the Shefelah were the 
backbone, the strength and the power of Israel and 
Judah. While the high and mighty princes and 
merchants lived in the capitals and squandered their 
wealth, the simple and hard-woridng fann folk and 
wage earners made up the bone and muscle i^ the 
population, nused the necessities of life and, in times 
of need, f umished the sinews of war. 

Yet, notwithstanding the fertility of the Shefelah, 
its rich fields and olive groves, its plentiful and vdl- 
watered pasture lands, the fanners in the entire section, 
had to live from hand to mouth. Though they labcved 
bard at their toil, they were, in fact, poOT and unable 
to lay aside anything for a rainy day. 

It was very difBcult to becwne reconciled to such a 
condition of affairs. Xo one seemed interested enough 
to fathom the reason for it, except a certain young 
peasant, named Micah, who had a home in the to>wn 
of Moresheth, and was the proud possessor of several 
well-paying olive groves and vineyards in the vicinity. 

Micah's interest in the population was aroused, one 
day, when the widow of one of his neighbcns came to 
him for advice. Her husbaod had owned a farm, 
adjoining one of Micah's pastures, on which there was 
a heavy mortgage. Now that the head of the family 
was gone, the merchant in Jerusalem, who held the 
mtntgage, threatened to eject the widow and the 
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children, because tli«y could neither pay the amount 
borrowed nor the interest due thereon. 

The sturdy young peasant, brought up in a home 
of severe simplicity, where gentleness and kindness 
were taught and practiced, pitied the wrxnan and her 
children in their sad plight and loaned her the needed 
interest payment to staTe off ejection from her home. 
Thereafter, he looked after her family until the oldest 
son was able to manage his own affairs. 

Talking to some of his day-laborers he discovered 
a very amazing situation. He found that most of 
them had, at one time or another, owned their fanns, 
but had lost possession of them through lawsuits, in 
which mortgage holders from Jerosalem had involved 
them, or through unjust treatment on the part of tax 
etdkctors and corrupt judges. 

More amazing stOl was the knowledge that, all 
through the Shefdah, the majority of vineyards and 
olive groves were not owned by those who cultivated 
them, at all, but that they formed the vast estates of 
the princes and wealthy men of Jerusalem. 

The beautiful and fertile Shefelah, then, was not 
the habitation of happy and contented tillers of the 
soil, who sang at their tasks and prided themselves 
upon their independence ! It was in the heavy grip of 
a land trtut, controlled by the great interests in the 
capital ! 

This knowledge caused Micah to enter upon his 
investigations with greater interest and deeper f eding. 
He discovered that the nobility and the ridi were fat- 
tening upon the sweat and toil of the rural and worlc- 
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ing populatimi. A farmer thrown into d^ wu enre 
to lose lu§ acres, and a wage earner, having no posses- 
sions that could be taken from him, was sure to lose 
bis liberty. Widows and orphans were quickly robbed 
of their inheritances by the greedy land-grabbers of 
the metropolis, aided by a cwrupt judiciary. 

All this was a severe shock to the young peasant. 
He, himself, bom and raised on a farm, had inherited 
his father's estates free from debt. He lived simply, 
worked hard, saved a neat sum every year — and 
imagined that every one else was doing the same. 

Awakened to the real condition of affairs, MicaU 
now determined to leave his estates in the care of his 
busted overseers and to go to the great and famed 
cities of his land, to study at first hand tbe causes 
that had made possible the terrible econcMnic and social 
WTXNigB in his sectitm of the country. 
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Tht Cauie of the Common People. 

Micah, the Moreshtite, came to Jenuftlem vhen the 
capital voM at compar&tire peace. The struggle be- 
tween King Ahaz and the Prophet Isaiah had nar- 
rowed down to an armed neutralitj, as it were— the 
king was pajing his tributes to Tiglath-Pileser and 
the prophet was preparing hia "Rannant" for the day 
when the crown prince, Hezekiah, would come to the 
throne. 

The young peasant took no sides and embraced no 
causes in Jerusalesn. He stood aside, the better to 
study conditions as an onlooker. To his great dismay 
and s<»T0w, he found the situation even worse than he 
had imagined it. It was tme of the ridi and mighty 
of the capital that 

"Btej eoret fielA aai win tbem. 
And houMB, and take them away. 
They opprei* a man and hii booae, 
Zreti a man and hU heritage." 

Tim much was clear on the surface of things. 
Rapacity on the part of the rich meant oppression 
of the poor ; increase of power for the mighty meant 
decrease of opportunity for the humble tiller of the 
•oil and for the wage earner. 

Seeing oJl this and understanding it, Micah felt 
himself impelled to 6ght the cause of the common 
people. 
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Conditions and a Bympathetic soul thus made Micah 
a Prophet. 

One of the people, he spoke in their hehalf with the 
feeling and pasBion of a man who haa been through 
the mill of bitter experience : 

Wm !■ mel for I am u when tiie; hare gaUMTMl Um niBaitr 

fruity 
Am witen Utej gleui the grapes of Um Tinta^; 
There Is so eluater to eat, 
Nor first-ripe fig which nty aoal desireth. 

The godl7 man has perished ont of the earth, 

And the upright among men Is do more: 

They all lie in valt for blood; 

They hunt ererr man his brother with a net. 

Both hands are put forth for evil. 

To do it diligently. 

The prinoe asketh and the Judge is ready for reward 

And the great man, he uttareth the btU of his sonl; 

Thus they weave it together. 

The best of them is as a brier; 

The most upright is worse than a thorn hedge. 

A man's enemies are the men of his own house. 

Where shall he look for help and guidance — he, a 
commcmer, without power, without influence? To 
whom shall he go for instruction, (or inspiration, to 
ttruggle against conditions ia the face of which he 
was helpless? 

Micah returned to Moresheth to think matters over 
at his leisure. It was not an easy or simple task that 
he had voluntarily assumed. 

One source of strength he always had to rely upon. 
Close to the soil, seeing the Creator's handiwork in 
the fields at hb feet by day and in the wonders of the 
starry firmament by night, he was full of the spirit 
of God. 
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At the very outset of bis self -imposed mission be 
oould excUim, ferventlj : 

"But as for me, I will ImA anta the Lordi 
I will wait for Uk God of m; nlTation: 
Mgr Qod wiU bear ma." 

God's guiding hand often leads us to our destina- 
tions by winding and unexpected paths. It is strsnge 
to record that Micab's first opportunity, in the task be 
had set before himself, came to him by way of Egypt 
and an Ethiopian usurper. The ambitions of that 
wily PharaoJi led directly to the fall of Samaria and 
to the Ccmunoner's first great prophetic utterance. 
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A man who a a, traitor to his country will, in all 
likelihood) prove traitoroua to hiB avowed friends. 

Ho«he&, BOD of £lah, of Samaria, was such a man. 
Tilgath-Pileser, the Assyrian conqueror of Damascus, 
assisted Hoshea to assassinate King Pekah, and ap- 
pointed the assassin to rule in Pekab's stead, in the 
year 731 B. C. E., merely as a matter of expediency. 
It was an easier method of re-annexing the rebellious 
Kingdom of Israel to the Assyrian Empire without 
cost of life or treasure, and he stooped to it. 

But when Tiglath-Fileser died and Shalmaneser IV 
succeeded him on the throne in Nineveh, Hoshea 
gave ear to the siren voice of Egypt, and rebelled. 

It is related that Hoshea sent an embassy to King 
So, more correctly, Pharaoh Sabako, of Egypt, when 
that energetic Ethiopian prince became master over 
the whole of the ancient Nile country. 

The new Pharaoh had ambitions northward. It 
was he who organized a coalition of Assyrian provinces 
in the Mediterranean country, with an eye to Nineveh. 
The traitor, Hoshea, proved the miserable stuff he 
was made of by joining actively in Sabako*s ambitiouB 



In answer to Sabako, Shalmaneser rushed bis vet- 
eran troops toward Egypt. The Kingdom of Israel 
was the first rebellious province he had to deal with. 
Hoshea was prepared when, in TJES, Samaria was be- 
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siegecl. Samaria held out bravely esough fw two 
yean, waiting all the time for help fnxn Egypt. But 
Sabako's pronused amues and funds never came. 

Shalmaneser died during this siege; but his suc- 
cessor, the great Sargtm, came on with re-enf orcementa 
and finally, in 1X1, captured and reduced Samaria, 
before Hoshea's Egyptian ally bad been heard from. 

That was the end of the Kingdom of Israel, founded 
by Jeroboam ben Nd>at, in the year 9S7, B. C. E., 
when he rebelled from Rehoboam, King Solomon's son. 
The Kingd<Mn of Israel had lasted just 218 years. 

Sargon sent away S7,%90 captives, the youth and 
pride of Israel and Samaria, and had them scattered 
widely apart, in all his provinces. The conqueror, 
himself, proceeded southward to meet and defeat Sab- 
ako, at Raphia, on the great Nile-delta-highway along 
the Mediterranean coast. 

While the records do not show that these events 
made any impression upon the leaders of thought, 
such as Isaiah, in Jerusalem, they brought Micah his 
first opportunity to prohesy. 

Living in Moresheth, on the highroad from Glaza 
to Jerusalem, Micah, who up to this time knew only 
of the corruption of the classes and the oppression of 
the masses of Judah, now had first-hand information 
of the political situation, as well. 

Sargon's armies captured and passed through Gaza 
on their march to Raphia. By way <^ G^ea, Micah 
learned that Samaria had not been razed to the ground. 
There was, therefore, hope for the city and for Israel. 

Micah's hope, however, was not political. He, un- 
like Isaiah in Jerusalem, was not concerned with 
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p«4itici. His concern was with the social wrongs and 
econ<nnic outimgea of which, as he had now leamedi 
both Israel and Judah were victims. 

There was this distinction, howerer, Israel had al- 
ready collected the wages of its sins, had paid the 
price and had heen chastised b; the rod of Assyria ; 
Judah might be recalled to its better self and escape 
a <riinilii.r calanuty. 

So, before the dtut of Sargm's victorious armies, 
passing through Gaza, bad settled in the roads, Kicah 
went again to Jerusalem and launched forth earnestly 
and with vigor upon his prophetic mission. 

In hia very first pubhc utterance he drew a deadly 
parallel between Israel and Judah: 

"Bm, ye peoples, all of ]>ou; 
Eesricen, O «arth, uid all th^t theraln is: 
And let the Loid Qod be witDMa mgaiast yoo, 
TIm Lord fTCU His holy tample. 

For, tMhold, the Ij>rd cometh larth out of Hl« plane. 
And will come down, sad tread npon the high {dsoes <d 

the e>rth. 
And the moimtiUiie «h^l be molten under Him, 
And the valleje ihall be deft, 
Ab wax before the fire. 
As waters that are poured domi a steep plae& 

For the trMugreuion of Jacob {■ all thie, 

And for the eine of the house of Israel. 

What is the tranagrewion of JaeobT b it not SamariaT 

And what are the hiah place* of Jodahl 

Are they not JerusiIeniT" 

Fearlessly, with bold strokes, and in vivid pictures, 
he described the terrible conditions as he knew them : 

"Hear, I pray yon, ye chief* of Jaoob, 
And ye judge* of the houee of Iiraell 
Tou eunly ought to know what i* Justt 
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Tet, 70a limta good uid lor* «rQi 
Yon who d«Tonr th« fleih ol my paopla, 
Flkf their ikln from off of tham. 
And bnftk their boneal" 

It was possible for Judah to be saved, if the gorem- 
ing classes, the judicial^, the great landowners and 
the wealthy merchants dealt justlj and righteously 
with the common people, the poor, the peasant and 
the wage eamo: : 

"Vor this will I lunent and wail ; 
I will go (tripped and naked; 
I will make a waUiiu; like the Jaokala, 
Aad a lamentation like the oatriches." 

Micah did more than merely preach and watL 
Down in the Shefelah he set himself to help his fellow- 
peasants and to correct the injustices practiced upon 
ithem, wherever he could. 

But the western foothills were not the vhxAe of 
Judah ; and the origin and source of the demoralizing 
.wickedness lay not in the farm sections, but in the 
capital ; and as to the capital, "her wounds are incur- 
able." The cause of the downfall of Samaria and 
brad 

Is come aren to Judah; 
It raaehetii onto the gate of my people, 
Bren unto Jeruialein. 

Therefore Micoh, less hopeful than Isaiah, who was 
biding his time for a change of heart in the rulers and 
chiefs of the country, said of the coming of tlie day of 
reduming: 

"Om dial] tlM7 cry nnto tbs Lord, but Ha will not aaswn 

Tea, Ha will hide m» faee from them at that time, 
AMordlBf M tbsjr baTe wion^ vril in tbair Mnas." 
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King Hezddah's preparation for rebellion agaitut 
Sennacbeiib, in 715, shattered an; optimistic hopci 
that Micah held for a continuation of improremmt 
in the conditiim of the common people, in which he 
had been instrumental up to this time. The costs of 
war always fell heaviest on the -poor, and the devastat- 
ing results of war upon the farming population. 

Younger and readier to act than his older contem* 
panrj, Isaiah, he was not satisfled with a negative 
warning, such as the older prophet gave the leaders 
in Jerusalan when he waited about the city barefoot 
and in the garb of a slave. 

Micah came up to the capital to stir it up ; and be 
did set the people to talking and to thinkiag when, 
in a m^norable speech, he differed fundamentally from 
Isaiah in his declaration that the Temple, the very 
House of God, as well as the dty in which it was 
situated, could and would be destroyed: 

' -iMi tiila, I pirn; 7011, 70 beads of ths hoiue of Jacob, 
And rnl«n r' tlia honM of ~>r«e1. 
That abhor JvBtlM and pervert aU eqni^; 
That build up Zion with blood, 
And Jenual«m with iniqul^. 
Tha headi tlwr«o( Jndge for raward, 
And the priesti UMreof teaeb for hfra. 
And tbe prophets thereof dvlne h>r mon^t 
Tet wlH th^ lean upon the Lord, and laf, 
la not the lord In the midat of ual 
H» evil thall codm to na.*- 
ld« 
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Timttoie ituiU Zion, for Tonr Mtke, be plowed ma m 

And Junaalem ilutll beocmie l-Mipa, 
And the moniiUiii of the fauuM as the Ug^ pl&eee of k 
forest" 

Micah, naturally, remved opposition from the same 
dique of false prophets that opposed Isaiah^ and made 
his labors so difficult and, at first, unsuccessful ; that 
misled king and people, "that bite with their teeth 
and cry, *Feace,* to make my people to err." To these 
Micah gave as well as he received : 

"Hie Men eliall be put to ihame. 
And the diTineri confounded. 
Tea, they thkll bH cover their Upa, 
For there is no uismr of God. 
But u for me, 

I sm full of power by the spirit of tbe Lord, 
And of Ju^Qunt «od of niight. 
To dedftre unto Jooob his transgreaeion 
And unto Itntel his ^n." 

For years Micah kept at his task. He was indeed 
a tribune of the people, the champitm of their rights 
against the vested interests, the great commoner of 
his day and time, fearlessly and courageously standing 
out against all opposition, trusting absolutely in Ciod. 

At last came the crisis of 704-1 and Hezekiah's 
memorable change of mind and heart. Micah played 
no mean part with Isaiah, in Hezekiah's reforms that 
followed. 

Reforms were needed, however, not alone by "the 
heads of the house of Jacob" and "the rulers of the 
house of Israel," not alone in the courts of law and 
among the priests and prophets ; they were needed as 
well in the reU^ons beliefs and practices o{ the com- 
mon people, whose cause was Micah's cause. 
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With the -paanag of all political d&nger to iht 
fatherland, Micah retired peimanentl j to hii f amu 
in Moretheth. There he devoted the remainder of 
hif peaceful* happy jean to teaching the common 
people^ "mjf people^ as he f cmdly refers to them, the 
rdigioiu, moral and ethical life that God demanded of 
than. 

Micah employed the ume vivid, pietoresque lan- 
guage in his ipeechea of peace as he did in his ad- 
dresses of var. There is extant a remarkable oration 
in which he pictures a religious controversy between 
Grod and his people, and in which he makes a declata- 
tion of what true religion is that has not been better 
phrased in all the thousands of books that have been 
written cm rdigious subjects since that day. 

The address is in the form of a dialogue between 
God and Israd, and reads as follows ; 

"Hear 7« now wluit the Lord k HTing: 
'•Arise, oi>iit«ai4 thon bef on tb« moimtalna, 
.And let the hilU Iwsr thr voiM. 
Bmr, O ye moniitains, we Lord's oonttoTBriy, 
And ft enduring roeki, tb« foaodaUona of the astUi; 
Vor Uie Lord hath a oontroveriy with Hit people. 
And He wiU pleMi with larseL" 

Then GoS is pictured pleading with the pec^le: 



wheteln 



have I wearied theel 



Miue I brongbt thee out of the land of Vgjpt, 
And redeemed thf« oat of the honae of bondage, 
And cent before thee Uoeea, Aaron and UiriamT 
O my people, remember now what Balak, king of Uoak^ 

deriied. 
And what Balaam, the eon of Beor, answered htmi 
(B«nund»er what took place) from Shittln onto GUgai^ 
nat ;• may know the righteous sets of the Lori."^ 
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As with the purely reli^oiu teachmgi of the older 
prophets, the people could not quite undentond Micah. 
Thej believed that religion consiflted in offering the 
prescribed sacrifices regularly, and that, in having 
fulfilled this obligation they had performed their re- 
ligious duties. 

The average Judean's idea of religim, of the relar 
tionship between man and God, was that of a bargam 
between man and Grod; so many sacrifices brought to 
God, so many favors from God, in return ; the more 
precious and nomerous the sacrificial oils and burnt 
offerings, even to one's children, offered to God, the 
more precious and numerous would be the blessings 
from God. 

To this false idea Micah replies, with inmy that 
stings, in these words : 

"WharewiUi ihkU I ooma befora the Lord, 
And bow mytelf before God on hIghT 
Bhmll I ooine before Him with bomt offering 
WiUi ealvea of a jtmi old I 

Will the Lord be ple«wd with thonauids of lams, 
Or with ten thoiuanda of riverB of oilT 
SIuill I glTe n^ flrst-bom for 1117 trajngresston, 
Iha fmli of mj bo^ for the tin of my Mult" 

To which God answers, through Micah, in the 
vorld-famed and unparallded definition of rdigion : 

*^t hath been deelar«d vato thee, O man, what Is good: 
Tea, what doQi the Lord require of the^ 
Bat to do jnattoe, and to love merer, 
AaA to walk buuMj with thf Oodr* 
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The Prophet of Woe and Hope 

Chaptxk I. 
Th« Etcapg. 

The entirely unexpected assassination of King 
Amon, of Judah, in the jear 6S9, surprised and ap- 
palled the entire country, as well as Jerusalem, tlw 
capital. 

King Amon had succeeded his father, Manaaaeh« 
to the throne of Judah but two years before. He 
had had no chance to show the character of man 
he was and the type of a ruler he would be, and yet* 
without apparent knowledge on anybody's part that 
a CMupiracy was brewing among the piinces of the 
royal palace itself, Amon's life was snatched away 
in a most cruel manner. 

The evening of the tragedy in the king's house- 
hold was no different than the many others that 
had preceded it daring the time of Amon's reign. 
The king and queen had just said good-night to 
their ei^t-yeandd-son Josiafa and his little friend 
Jeremiah, who had spoit the day with the young 
prince, and had sent them to bed, in the wing of the 
palace occupied by the princes, in care of Ehed-melech, 
a young Ethiopian slave, of whom both boys were 
very fond. 

Jeremiah, who was the son of the high priest 
Hilkiah, lived in Anathoth, the exclusive subuib 
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to the north of Jenualcm, irhere the wealthy, priecUy 
familiea had their bcHDCs. 

It wu after much begging on the part of Jonah 
with hit royal father, and on the part of Jeremiah 
with his mother, that permiuion was given Jovmiah 
to accompany his father into Jerusalem and to spend 
the day and night with Josiah in the palace. 

Hie high priest and the king were great friakds, 
thou^ they differed from each other on matters 
of politics and religion. Hilkiah was a follower 
of the religious practices and ideals (^ the prophet 
Isaiah, while Amtxi was inclined to follow the 
rehgious practices and ideals of his father, dng 
AlanasBeh. 

A very strange thing happened in Jerusalem and 
Judah when both the good King Hezekiah and the 
great prophet Isaiah died and young Manasseb came 
to the thrroie. The many rehgious and social re- 
forms that were instituted by Hezekiah under the 
guidance and inspiration of Isaiah, and which saved 
the country from the ravages of the Assyrian con- 
queror, were brought to a sudden halt hj King 
Manasseb. 

It seems that the young king was entirely under 
the influence of the party at court. This party, 
ccnnposed mostly of Manasseh's young friends, 
differed with the opinions of the old men who stood 
by Hezekiah and Isaiah. It was the stwy of 
Rehoboam and of Ahaz all over again. The king 
listened to Hit advice of his boon companimu instead 
of to the counsel of the sages. 
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Uuwueh hod another reason wbidi, in his own 
mind and in the minds of his adviserB* justifiad the 
reaction he led against the teachings of *Hhe remnant** 
founded b; Isaiah, and later taken up by Hezekiah. 

Assyria, after the death of Sennacherib, had 
become the great Torld power at which all the 
Assyrian kings, frinn Tiglath-Pileser III down, had 
aimed. Sennacherib's successors actually conquered 
Egypt twice, thus extending the sway of Assyria* 
with its capital at Nineveh, over the whole of the 
then known world. 

' During both wars in which Egypt was defeated, 
the little kingdmn of Judah was, by its geographical 
location, the stamping ground tor the Assyrian 
aimies. Jodah was called upon during these wars 
to do more than pay its regular tribute. It was 
forced to furnish food, supplies, hones, shetter and 
camps to the Assyrians. 

The suffering of the Jewish people at the bands 
of the Assyrians was greater than erer before, and 
the court party asked the king whether the nation 
was better off when following in the footsteps t^ 
Isaiah and Hezekiah and worshiping the God of Isaiah 
and Hezekiah, than it would be if it worshiped the 
gods of the Assyrians, the worshipers of which were 
always Tictorious over their enemies. 

While tlie Assyrian armies were coming and going 
through Judah, Manasseh was anxious not alone 
to show his loyalty to the Assyrian throne by tlie 
punctual payment of the tribute levied on Judah, 
but to show also his persooal faithfulness to tlie 
kings of Assyria by paying homage to their gods. 
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So Blanuadi began a bloody campaign againit 
'Hbe remnant", who irere now called the Propbetie 
Party in oppositioa to the Court Party. Jenualem 
flowed with the blood of the martyrs, who were 
nowhere safe fnxa the power of Manasseh and the 
princei. 

So great and good a man as the hi^ priest 
Hilkiah, Jeremiah's father, had to hide his most 
inward religious beliefs and convictions in order to 
escape the sword of King Manasseh. 

When, after a reign of forty-ftre years, Manasseh 
died, the Prophetic Party looked eagerly to Amon, 
the new king, in the hope that he would change ocHi- 
ditions in the land from those established by bis 
father; but Amon permitted all the heathen shiines 
that were erected everywhere in Judah, said even in 
the Temple in JeruBalero, to remain. 

Just why, theref<Hre, the Court Party assaaainated 
King Amon will never be known. The fact remains 
that on this particular evening in the year 6S9, armed 
men sprang up in the palace as if by magic The 
royal family was c<»apletely exterminated, with the 
excq>tion of the boy Josiah, who had retired with 
Jeremiah, his young guest, to the nursery. 

Hilkiah, Jeremiah's father, who, alttr taking leave 
of his boy and seeing the two youngsters in the care 
of Ebed-melech, was preparing for the hour's trip 
to his home in Anathoth, was as completely dazed by 
the uprising and as unprepared for it as was Uie king 
himself. 
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The anupiraton, however, had no design on 
Hilkiah's life; and bo, in the pandemonium that 
reigned in the palace, Hilkiah stole quietly up to the 
nursery. 

At the door he met £bed-melech on guard. The 
young Ethiopian always waited just outside the little 
princes' apartment until he was sure that the boys* 
every wish vos satisfied and that they were asleep, 
before retiring to the servants' quarters. 

Hilkiah did not spe^ to Ebed-melecb. la his ex- 
citement he probably did not see him. He opened 
the door, which was not locked, hurriedly, and entered, 
followed closely by the Ethiopian, who surmised, from 
Hilkiah's appearance, that scHnething unusual had 
happened. 

Instead of finding the boys tucked away in bed, 
asleep, he found them wide awake, at play. Josiah 
had leaned « tiny chair up against the posts at the 
foot of the bed, propped it up with pillows, and, with 
a wand in his huid, was playing at king. Jeremiah, 
in another part of the romn, had hound and laid 
sereral toy animals upon a little table and was playing 
at high priest. 

When Hilkiah broke into the nursery the boys 
stopped suddenly at their play and looked shame- 
facedly at the priest. They did not notice the flushed 
face nor the anxious, eager look in his eyes that 
changed immediately to h<^ as he anatded both 
lads in his arms, bade them be silent and started cot 
of the nursoy. 
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Ebed-melech was at his heds, aaking vhat waa 
wrong. Hilkiah told him oi the uprising, in a few 
whispered words. The Ethiopian thereuptHi tcxAi the 
amazed Josiah in his brawn;^ arms and led the way 
through the Berrant^' hall to the court yard. 

Id the tumult that reigned within the palace 
Hilliah, Ebed-melech and their buidens were not 
noticed by the conspirators. Unmolested, they made 
their way into the loyal gardens. There they bid in 
the shrubbery with the boys, whose cries had been 
•topped by cmnmands and pleading. 

When the ndse quieted down in the palace and die 
conspirators had evidently been satisfied with their 
work, Hilkiah, carrying Jeremiah, and Ebed-melech 
carrying Josiah, quietly stole out uf the garden and 
made their way through a narrow byway croasing the 
Mount of Olives to Anathoth. 

They arrived at Hilkiah's home at daybreak, botii 
boys asleep. Jeremiah's mother, almost distracted by 
anxiety, met the four eagerly at the door, and, after a 
few words of whispered explanation by her husband, 
she understood what had happened. 

Sflently and with tile help of servants the two 
boys woe brought into Jeremiah's room, where they 
slept peacefully, being none the wiser for the tragedy 
in tlw palace in Janualem. 
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The Boy King. 

It was mterestjng to see, the next moming, the 
effect upon the two boys when they diacovered that 
instead of being in Josi&h's bed in the palace in 
Jemsalem they were in Jeremiah's, at his hnne in 
Anathoth. 

Joaiah thought it wai a great joke and laughed 
at the miracle, as he called it, that was perfonned 
during the night. Jeremiah, however, being two 
years older than his friend and of a more active 
mind and imagination, tried quietly to study out 
what had taken place. 

Just as Josiah was figuring the miracle all out, 
Jeremiah's mother entered the room. The dear 
woman was choked up with tears and could not say 
a word. In reply to the volley of questions with 
which she was greeted, she merdy pressed the two 
boys to her bosom and kissed them. 

Her trembling arms made the lads fed that some- 
thing had gone wrong. They dung to her most 
affectionatdy. She told them to dress quiddy ; that 
it was already lato in the day; that breakfast was 
waiting for them and, she added smilingly, that if 
somebody did not reach the breakfast room in a hurry 
somebody would be scolded. 

>At breakfast she unfolded the story of the tragedy 
in the palace very guardedly and with great eare» 
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•o that the blow should not fall too heavilj upon 
Jotiah. When she finally tdd them that the Sii^g 
and Queen were dead, the boys broke out in loud 
weeping. It was all the could do to c«nfort and 
quiet them. 

Juflt at this time, Hillciah, Jeremiah's father, who 
had gone back to the city for news, returned. He 
related that Jerusalem was in a great uproar. The 
conspirators in the palace, who had proclaimed one 
of their number as king, were having a hard time 
of it with the army and the people. 

It seemed that the assassins were not at all well 
OTganized and that the assasainatioa was most 
unpopular. The army proved faithful to the royal 
house and the people sided with the army. 

When Hilkiah had announced to the leaders of the 
army and the people that the whole of Amcm's family 
was not destroyed, but that yotmg Josiah was safe 
at Anathoth, there was great public rejoicing amid 
the mourning for the king. Within a few hours the 
army laid siege to the palace which was in the posses- 
sion of the conspirators. 

During the three days that fdloved the palace was 
besieged by a detachment from the army. Many of 
the leading men of Jerusalem and many of the amy 
officers came to Hilkiah's home, in the meantime, to 
•ee the young prince and to pay homage to him as 
his father's successor on the thrtme; but Hilkiah vould 
not permit them to see (h- speak to Josiah until the 
nege was successful and the usurpers put out of the 
way. 
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Whoi the palace finall; fell and the coiupiniton 
were put to death, a great concourse of people, 
headed bj the king's guard, marched to Anathoth, 
gathered before Hilkiah'a home and called for the 
Prince. 

Htlldab brought Josiah to a window in the second 
stor; of the house. Upon se^g him a great shout 
went up from the crowd below : 
"The kingr 
"The kingP' 

Hie captains of the host then entered the house 
and consulted with Hilkiah while the crowd outside 
carried on happily over the aurvivw of the ancient 
dynasty. 

After a little while the captains, surrounding 
Josiah who was sitting on Hilkiab's shoulders, re- 
appeared. A shout of acclaim greeted them. Then 
began a triumphant march hack to Jerusalem. 

At the gates the whole city of loyal people greeted 
them. The royal chariot was waiting. Instead of 
horses, picked young men drew it to the palace where 
Josiah was proclaimed lung in his father's stead. 

So it happened, in the year 6S9, that a boy ei^t 
years old reigned M king in Jerusnlem. 
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Josiah and Jeraniah pawed throu^ the first great 
and vital experience of their liva together and tha 
frimdship between these two lads was thereby knh 
as closely as was that of David and Jonathan. 

From the very beginning of Josiah's mounting lite 
throne of Judab, this friendship promised eren to 
outrival that of the Icing's great ancestor and Saul*i 
son. Every day Hilkiah had to bring Jeremiah to 
the palace, because the young king was not permitted 
to leave Jerusalem and go to Anothoth. 

One of the very first official acts of the Idng was 
to make Ebed-metech a freedman; but the young 
Ethiopian chose to remain at the palace in Jerusalem, 
to be at the right hand of bis master, even to put the 
young king to bed, for many years ofto- he was 
crowned, as he hod done the baby prince. 

This friendship of Josioh and Jeroniah had an 
unlooked-for effect upon the former; for, though 
teachers in all the subjects that pertained to the edu- 
cation of the young king were appointed, Hilkloh, 
the high priest, practically became the young mon- 
arch's guardian and father. - 

In fact, the dder Josiah grew the more he under- 
stood the love of Hilkiah for him and the hermc act 
he had perf tnmed in saving him on that terrible night 
of the consjHracy. 
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So it happened that wiSle the hoy Idng waa 
iiiBtructed by Bpecial tutors m the lawB and intricacies 
of goTenunent* his religious and moral training came 
under the influence of Hilkiah. This meant that the 
moral qualities that make for manhood and character, 
and the principles of religious belief that were 
developed in Josiah, were identical with those that 
Hilkiah taught bis own son. 

At the suggestion of Hilkiali, a cousin of the joung 
king, named Zephaniah, a member of the Prophetic 
Party and follower of the teachings of Isaiah, waa 
appointed Josiah's religious instructor. The king, 
therefore, grew up in total ignorance of the idt^trous 
religious beliefs and practices introduced by his 
grandfather, Hanasseh, and practiced by his father, 
AmoQ. 

Joaiah waa so busy with the many things rebting 
to the goremment of his kingdom that he had no 
time to study his religion Tery deeply, but the moral 
influence of Zephaniah and Hilkiah was very apparent 
in his development and showed their effect in his 
later years. 

Jeremiah, on the other hand, received an education 
on much broader and more general lines. Xot 
burdened with cares of state, he studied first of all 
the histoiy of his own people and his own reUgioa, 
and the history and religitm of the other peoples 
with whom his country came in contacL In bis re- 
ligious training he was grounded deeply in the re- 
ligious history of now almost forgotten Israel as 
well as of Judah. He paid special attentim to the 
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moral and religious ooiiditi<m of his country and ot 
its people and made himself master of his fathei^s 
ideab, which meant the ideab and hopes of the oldcr 
prophets. 

As Jeremiah advanced in years and Josiah took 
the reins of government more and m(»:e into his own 
bands, the former's visits to the palace hecame less 
and less frequent- 
Jeremiah delighted to stay in Anathoth. He spent 
many hours studying in his own nxun. He roamed 
among the barren hills near his village from which, 
looking down the ravine, a view could be bad of the 
blue waters at the utHth end of the Dead Sea. 

He often came across the many altars that had 
beep erected on the high lulls and in thick groves 
in imitation of the heathen. Even in the city of 
Jerusalem, the religious legacy left by King Man- 
asseh had not been destroyed. The Temple Courts 
were desecrated by images and the Temple itself 
d^ed by idolatrous practices. 

The teachings of his father and the religious in- 
fluence of his home were great factors in turning 
Jeremiah's mind to view these abcnninations with alarm 
for his people. U<datry and heathen wonhip led the 
people to practice vice and commit crimes that were 
abhorrent to the religious ideas and ideals taught by 
such men as Amos, Hosea and Isaiah in the days 
gone by, and by Zephaniah and Hilkiah in Jere- 
miah's time. 

Now Jeremiah knew very well that when Josiah 
reached the age of manhood the influence of 
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Z^haniah and HiDuah upon him vould teU. He 
felt quite sure that, in due time, religious and moral 
nfoima would be introduced into the country by the 
ling- He wa« convinced, nevertheless, that a more- 
ment for refcHin of some kind must come from the 
people at large as well as fmn the king. 

Sometimes he thought that the people ought to 
be prepared for the reftnms that Josiah would sorely 
introduce. Often, therefore, he felt the voice of (aod 
speaking within him, urging him on to go down 
into the city and there speak to the people of the 
living Grod, of His love for them and of His reli- 
gious and moral demands upon them. 

One day, in the early spring, while roaming ammg 
the hills, meditating upon the thou^ts that con- 
sumed all his waking hours, he stopped before on 
almond tree. It was just beginning to shoot its 
earliest leaves. He contemplated this w«iderful mir- 
acle of nature. He saw the hand of God wtvldng 
through that tree; he saw that God must be very 
watchful over the things He created; he saw in tiiat 
tree a symbol — God's message to him that the immoral 
and ungodly people of Jerusalem and Judah could 
be awakened to a new hf e, even as the almcmd tree 
was blooming into new life. 

At another time he was watching carelessly a 
boi^ng caldron. A wind unexpectedly came up from 
the north, so strong thai: Jeremiah thought the 
caldron would turn over and ranpty its contents upon 
the ground. In this, too, Jeremiah saw a symbol — 
a csJl from God to warn the people of Judah agaiut 
the oncoming of the Scythian hordes that were roam- 
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ing at large over the once great ABSTrian ein]»TC, 
even readimg the little rtates along the Bfediter- 



One night, in his room, Jeremiah was thinking 
over the§e and similar incidents that had been happen- 
ing to him quite frequently of late. Though read; to 
retire, he knew that he could not sleep, because a 
terrible restlessness was consuming his mind and heart. 
Ndsdessly, he stole out of the house into the open. 
It was cme of those wonderful full-moon, spring 
nights, when the sky is clear blue, unclouded and 
itudded with myriads of stars, stars, stars. 

Jeremiah breathed in deeply and tramped out 
into the hills. He walked lightly, as on air, without 
fatigue. A strange feeling, as if he wished to get 
away from himself, drove him on. Finally, he reached 
a point from which he could discern the most northerly 
comer of the Dead Sea. For awhile he stood in his 
faTorite spot and meditated, thou^^ be could not, 
for the world of him, say what was passing through 
his mind- 
He pressed his temples with his open palms, hoping 
in that way to clear up the jumble of thoughts 
tumbling about in his bead. He denched his Bsts. 
He beat the palm of his left hand w^th the fist of 
his right. He raised his arms to heaTen, as if plead- 
ing for advice and guidance. He was, evidently, 
passing through a great, inward struggle. 

Then he heard a voice, cleariy and distinctly, saying 
over and ov^ again : 
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Brfbra I fomed tbee, I knew the«; 

Before tbon ouM«t lorth, 1 MneUfled Uim 

I bftve appointed tbee a ftofbtA unto tlte aaMoam, 

and be knew that Crod wu Bpeaking to him. 

A stifled .groan escaped his lips. The moMles 
of his face and body, tense up to this moment, relaxed. 
He dropped to his knees and gave up the fight. He 
buried his face in his arms and cried, in a muffled 
TMoe: 

AIM, Lord Godt 

Bebold, I do Bot know how to speaki 

I am on^ a jwxOl. 

Hub plea showed clearly what inward agonie* 
Jeremiah had been through. Timid by nature, he 
shrank from God's call to him to go out and prophesy 
to the people of Judah and Jerusalem, and he 
struggled against it. Altbough he was now a young 
man of twenty-four or fire, he feared to undertake 
this great task and to answer the call. He felt 
that he was yet too young and unprepared to deliver 
the message of God to his people. 

But God answered him, saying: 

Do not u.y, "t am onlj a Tontii"; 

For to til to wluim I ihaU eend Uiee, tlum shalt gf>, 

And wbftterer I commuid thee, tlum shalt speak. 

Be not afraid «f liian. 

For I am with tiiee to deliver thea. 

And Jeremiab tells us that God, having stretched 
out His hand toward him and touched his lips to purify 
them, spdce to him further: — 
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Baliold, I h«T« pub mjr wotdi In U^ moath; 

Bm, I ham Mt thM ^U i»f ov«r tkt uktioui and ktng' 

donu. 
To tMu- np, to break down and to destroy, to build np 

and to plant. 

Now that God had sdecUd him for a distinct and 
■et purpose in life, no matter hoT incapable and 
nnworthy he deemed hinuelf, and being assured of 
Hit hdp and protection, Jeremiah walked bIowIj 
hfimeward. For the fiivt time he noticed that the 
sun had risen big and bright and wann. Hie miad 
▼as calm and at rest, but his heart was filled with 
woe because of what the future held out for him and 
has people. 
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The Seething Caldron. 

An old Hebrer proverb says, "Train up a child 
in the vay he should go, and even when he is 
old he shall not depart from it." If one should 
say that the man who wrote this proverb must have 
thought of King Josiah, the statement could not 
be entirely denied. For the religious training he 
received at the hands of Zephaniah and Hilkiah 
soon showed itself in the way he began to revolu- 
tionize the religious life of Judah. 

When he was only eighteen years old he began 
to uproot the heathen worship that had been rein- 
troduced hj his grandfather, after the death <^ 
Hezeldah and Isaiah. His aim was to cleanse the 
land entirely of the foreign altars and sanctuaries 
that Manasseh had erected to the gods of Babylonia 
and Assyria. 

In the twelfth year of his reign, that is, in the 
year 627, the old chronicler tells us, Josiah 

"brttk« down the altars of the Baalim in his presenM; 
and the van-hnagea that were on high abOTs them 
he hewed down; and the Aaherim, and the gravea 
hnages, and the molten images, he brake in pleoea, 
and made dust ol them, and strewed It npon the 
graves of tbem that had •aorificed onto tbem, and 
purged Jndah and Jeruaalent." 

It was at this time that the decline in the f(H> 
tunes of Assyria set in. Esorhaddon and his sue- 



D.a.t.zsd by Google 



170 STORIES OF THE PROPHETS. 

cenor, Asburlmupal, prewrved a sembUnee of Iu4dm^ 
the empire together ; but it wu not for long. Bnilt 
up by mercenariea, whose fighting wa« for pay and 
not for their country, the weak mien who followed 
Ashurbanipal on the throne in Nineveh hurled the 
onpire quickly to its fall. 

Even in the last days of the cultured and illus- 
trious Ashurbanipal the outlying provinces of 
Assyria became independent. The Assyrian gov- 
ernors were slowly withdrawn from the tributaries 
along the Mediterranean Sea, and Judah, always 
ready to resist a foreign yoke, began to feel its 
independence. 

Josiah added to his territory most of what had 
been the kingdom of Israel and reigned over a 
country that nearly equalled in size that of David 
and Solomon. This good fortune of Judah, pei^ 
haps more than anything else, convinced the king 
that Crod was again favoring his nation, and that, 
therefore, it was time to remove from his dominions 
all those things Ijiat were abominations in the si^it 
of God. 

Now, it is one thing to cleanse a land of its out- 
ward show of idolatrous worship and abominable 
practices and another to purge the hearts and minds 
of a people that have been sotted with these for more 
than two generations. To do the latter never entered 
into Josiah's calculations. He didnt even give it a 
thought. But the uselessness of outward reforms, 
without inward chastening, did not escape the deep- 
thinking Jeremiah. 
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It vas evident to him that Josiah waa only 
■cratchiDg the aurf ace aad he wanted to come to the 
weU-meaniDg king's help. Notwithstanding hia call 
and his conviction that his life work as a prophet 
had been detennined upon even before his birtii, 
Jeremiah was yet too timid to take up his burden 
among the people until the word of God came to 
him a second time, saying: 



iLjid a brann waII ogalnat th« kings of Jndah, ita priaoai^ 

snd the wmnioii people. 
Jwl tbey BhaJl flgbt agRinat the^ but ther will not 3W- 

eomethee, 
For I un wlUi thae to deliver tJiee." 

So Jeremiah's course was not to be smooth and 
easy I He would encounter opposition (iota the 
common people, the princes, the king himself! But 
there was no turning back for him now! Tbou^ 
his heart was heavy, it was determined. Jeremiah 
went down to Jerusalem to preach. 

His first pleadings were in line with Josiah's 
reforms: 

"A Toloe is heard upon the b&re Iwl^ts, tit* weep- 
ing Jkikd the lupplloatloiu of the ehlldren vi Iwul; 
beoauM they have perverted th^ way, th«f have 
forgotten the Lord their God 
B«tiuii ve baduli^ng ehlldren; 
I will htal ]n>ur baekilldlng." 

Jeremiah began bis eventful career with the old 
cry of Amos and Hosea, against the widespread evil. 



D.a.t.zsd by Google 



172 STORIES OF THE PROPHETS. 

tlie seetiuQg caldron of idoUtry and wrongdoing that 
threatened the destruction of the nation. It waa far 
more seriouB, however, than in the day> of the earlier 
prophets. Then the people worshiped idob and 
seemed to know no better; now the people cmplojed 
all the ancient idolatrous practices for worshiping the 
idols and the heavenly bodies and Giod at the same 
time. 

"Rieref ore, Jeremiah heard from the people at the 
idols* shrines, in reply to his pleadings, practically 
the same answer that greeted Amos at Bethel: 



To this false idea that God-worship and idol- 
wtnship are the same thing, Jeremiah gave answer 
patiently and kindly, as if reasoning with children, 
recalling what God had accomplished for Israel in 
the past and the duty of obedience to His voice 
by Israel's descendants in the present: 

"Tnilr in vtin U the help tli«t is looked for from 
the hilli, the tomalt of the nwuntaln*; trulf the 
Lord our God is the salvatioii of Israel. But the 
■hAineful thing (idolatry') hftth devoured the lebor 
of oar fathen from our youth, their flocke and their 
herd*, their wnu and their daughtere. Let us lie down 
in our ahame, and let our confuaion eover iu ; for we 
have sinned against the Z.ord our Ood, we and our 
fatban, from our jonth even unto thU i^j} and m 
have not obeyed the voice of the Lord our Ood." 

Then Jeremiah delivered a menage of hope, of 
God's promise to the people, in case they should re- 
turn from their backsliding: 
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If thou wilt retoni, IithI," Mith the Lord, 
"if thou wilt retnm imto me, and if tbon wilt pat 
a,m,j thine abomiiu,tioiu out of mj Bight; Um thklt 
thou DOt be remored; and thou sb&lt nnar, 'Aa tha 
Lord liveUi,' in truth, in juitice, and in riffht«ounMM; 
Mtd the nation* Bhall bleoa thenuelve* In him, and in 
Um shall thef gloiy." 

Jeremiftb aimed at first merely to arouse the 
people to a knovledge of thdr false point of vieir 
toward God ; but he soon discovered that he was on 
the wrong track. Pleading, persuasion, prcHnises 
and prophecies of hope had no more effect upon 
the daily life of the people than did Josiah's de- 
Btructioii of the shrines and sanctuaries upon their 
religious practices. 

It was at this time that evil days came upon 
the Empire of Assyria. It was crumbUng to pieces. 
From north of the Black Sea and from east of the 
Carpathian Mountains savage hordes of Scythians 
were swarming over Assyria. Nomads, without any 
settled country whatever, they were sweeping east- 
ward and southward, down across the shores of the 
Mediterranean, creating devastation everywhere. 
They were not only eager for the far-famed riches 
of Assyria, but looked toward the south, even as far 
as Egypt. 

And the little kingdmn t^ Judah lay directly in 
their path, as it did during former attempted con- 
quests of Egypt. 

Jeremiah once more recalled the visitm of the 
seething caldron, with the strong wind from the 
north, threatening to pour out the hot contents over 
the land. 
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Foot Judah! The countrj was seething with 
deatructive iddtitry within, and the seething hordes 
of St^thions were endangering its life from without. 

Foot Jeremiah! What was there for him to do 
now? A double calamity was hanging ovw his 
people and his beloved country. Even if he stood 
alone he must try to save them both. 

So he began a campaign, the burden of which 
was two-fold. He undertook to warn the people 
agunst the danger which even Kieig Joaiah hkd 
recognized and of the new danger that was threat- 
ening from the north. 

He felt sure, as had the other prophets before 
him, that unless the people turned from their back- 
sliding they would lack the moral courage to with- 
stand the foreign foe and could never gain God's 
help and protection in figbtiifg their enemies. 

Once more he returned to his early methods of 
pleading with the people. He appealed to them 
to restore the relationship of children and father 
that had existed between them and Grod from the 
earliest days. He recounted their history from the 
slavery of Egypt to his own day. He pointed to 
the wnvderful things that Giod had performed for 
them, but it all seemed of no avail. 

' Then he turned to the people with the threats of 
the danger from the north. He tried to impress 
them with the idea that God was sending the Scythians 
as an instrumrait with which to punish the idolatrous 
and immoral Judeans. 
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"Heboid A people Is ooming from the nortitUnd, 
And a greet n&tioo la aroiuiiig itielf from the utter* 

nKwt perta of tlw eerth. 
They ley hold on bow end ■peer; tbey ere enwl end 

Their din ie like the roaring of the aee, end tti^ 

ride upon hoiMi. 
EraTjone ia arra^ ai e man tor bettle againat ibet, 

O daughter of Zion. 

'^e hare heard the report of It, onr hande beemue 
feeble; 
Angnlah taketh hold upon nii 
Qo DOt forth Into the field, nor walk bj the hlghwi^. 
For there la the aword of the enemy, terror on omj 

0, my people, gird tiiee with aaekeloUi, and ifffinkU 

thyeelf with aahea; 
Take np mourning aa for an cmlj aon, bitter lamentk- 

tSoni 
Pot the deatroyer tbaH soddenly oome upon i»." 

From Dan and Mount Ephraim in the north the 
evil tidings announcing the approach of the Scythi- 
ans hod already been brought to Jerusalem. These 
savages were approaching Judea like a destructive 
hot wind and a whirlwind from the wilderness, like a 
lion gone up from his loir "to lay waste the earth." 

"Annonnoe in Jeniaalem, There they eret' 
Bobber banda are ooming from a lar dfatant land; 
Yea, they are raiaing their ery egalnat the eiUee of 

Lying in wait in the field over againit her on every 

aide, 
Beeanae she hath rebelled agunst m^ ealth tha 

Lord." 

The formen were deserting their lands and the 
villagers in the outlying parts of the country their 
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homes, rushing south to the protecting walla of 
Jerusalem. The roads vere filled with frightened 
men, women and children. Thej were not the happj 
pilgrims who went down to Jerusalem for the great 
holidays. In their fear they jostled each other and 
even fought to get ahead of each other. They cared 
nothing for their fellows. Everyone aimed to readi 
the capital first. 

Jeremiali saw all this, and knew exactly what 
the result would be when the robber bands came 
to besiege the city. Already the farthest outlying 
sections had been ravaged, towns destroyed, fields 
laid waste, and the inhabitants driven in all di- 
rectiona. 

No wondw that Jeremiah was filled with woe. 
He tried very hard to restrain himself, not to pro- 
nounce the down of his people. But a great force 
within him urged him to speak: 

•^j uignish, my uigniAt I un pained to fba depths 

of m/ hurt 
iSj beut U in » tmnnlt within ma, I CMinot keep 

■ilent. 
For I have heard the Kmitd of Uta tnunpet, the 

slum of warl 
Deitructiott moceeds dectmetjon, for ihe iriwla land 

i» laid waate. 
How long mutt I see the aignal, hear the aonnd of 

the trumpet t 
For my people ore senBGleaa, they know me not, 
They are fooliah children, and they hava no nnder- 

■tandinff; 
Th^ are dcill«d in doing eTil, but they Idiow not 

how to do rightl" 

In Jerusalem there w«n many who believed that 
they were innocent of any wrong-d<Mng because 
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the7 were wor^ping God tbe only way Ok; knew; 

but what they knew was the same old heathen way. 
There were many, indeed, who continued their 
wicked practices secretly even in places where, by 
King Josiah'a orders, the idolatrous shrines and 
sanctuaries had been destroyed. 

What brought pain and aorraw to Jeremiah more 
than anything else was the fact that tbe pet^le 
insisted that they were not sinning, that they were 
living in accordance with the laws of God. 

To them Jeremiah answered: 

"Bun to Mid fro throng tbe *txeet« of Jenmlon and 

•ea and know. 
And seek In ita open qwoM, if fs oan flnd a man, 
If Uiere U war wbo docs right >nd wek> after tha 

truth I 
Jnd though tlu? »]', 'As Uie Lord Unth,' mrdr 

ther >w«r to a falsehood. 
O Lord, do not thlma ejM look upon truth f" 

Always wanting to be fair and honest in his ceic 
denmation of the people, Jeremiah bethought him- 
sdf that periiapa only the common people who 
"know not the way of the Lord and the law of 
their God" were at fault. Therefore be turned 
himself to the nobles, to the princes of the realm, 
to the wealthy and exalted, saying to himself, tbey 
*'know tiie way of the Lord and the law of their 
God." But to his great dismay he found that 
these, too, "have all broken the yoke and burst the 
bonds" that made them tbe beloved of God in tha 
days of their rigbteousncM. 
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•q^nfon I un full of tte wnOi eS th* Lordj I am 

WM17 of rMtnininf dtmU. 
I BHUt pour it out upon iba cUldnn in th* rtraat 

and npon tlta aMonbtr «f 70UBS iumi. 
For botii tba hodMutd and tba wife aliaU be takn, 

the agftd and him that la adTanead in jMn. 
And their houMa shall ba tnnud orar to othara, thair 

flelth to rofabera. 
For ttoai Um least enn to the gre«t«at of tham, cuh 

sreedilj roba. 
And from Uw piophat aran to Uu prica^ eaeh daala 

dMBitfutlr. 
Th^ haal the hart of m; paople aa thon^ it wan 

alight. 
Saying, 'Peace, peaee,' wboi then la no pe««a." 

Tbia condition was reason enough for Jeremiali to 
point out, regretfully, 

"Hi; oonduot and thy aets h«ra proenrad these things 
for theet 
Ihia ia the oauae of thy ealaml^; vsrilr It Is Uttar, 
for it tonoheth thy hearL" 

Yet hopefully he pleaded, 

"Cleanee U17 heart, Jemaalem, from wfakadaess, 
that thou mayeat be deliTered. 
Hem long ahaU thy erU thouf^ta aUy within thear 

Hiia preaching, pleading, threatening, in which 
Jeremiah mu assisted greatly by Zephaniah, King 
Josiah's teacher, and the little crowd of men, "the 
remnant" of Isaiah's days, whom Hilldah had gath- 
ered about him, now known as the Prophetic Party, 
was not a matter ot days or months, but of years. 

Josiah, standing practically single-handed anumg 
"the nobles and the Court Party, the legacy from 
his grandfather MsTiasseh, continued his reforms to 
tlw bat of his ability. 
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At lut the wtak waa having its effecL The om- 
stjmt hammeriiig awaj began to tdl. Great pro^ 
TBM was actually being made in the religious and 
moral awakening of the people. 

And now came the joyous news that Fsammetich !.« 
Pharaoh of Egypt, had sent an embaMy to meet the 
invading Scythians in the north, before they ap- 
proached Egyptian territory; that he bought the 
savages off by means of gifts and large sums of 
money; that the danger of an invasion of Egypt, 
and therefore of Judah, wba paat. 

The Prophetic Party pointed to the sparing of 
Judah from the ravages of the Scythian scourge as 
God's way of shoinng his approval, not alone of the 
king's outward reforms, but of the people's inner 
awakening to lives of righteousness. 

And soon after, the most important event in the 
whole history of Israel up to that time, an event that 
bad a huting influence, not alraie upon the Jews but 
upon the whole world* occorred in the temple in 
Jerusalem. 
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Tlu Great Ducoverif. 

The great deliverance from the Scytiuao invaaon 
strengthened JoBiith and the Pr(^>betic Party in their 
work of refonn. They felt that their God had spared 
tbem because much of the idolatrous worship had 
already been stopped in Jerusalem and many of the 
pagan shrines destroyed. 

The king also determined to repair and rebuild 
certain parts of tlie Temple. The great building 
that Sdomon erected now looked like a hodge-podge 
of architecture. No repairs whatever had been made 
cm it since the days of Eing Joash, fdxmt two hun- 
dred years before, while many additions in the in- 
toior and in the courts had been made by Ahas 
and Manasseh. 

Josiah determined to dear out ererything foragn 
connected with the Tonple; inside and out he was 
going to restore it as it was in the days of Solomm, 
and to beautify it. Walls were cracked and founda- 
tions had setUed at different points. The altera- 
'tions and repairs planned, accordingly, were very 
extensive and were to be done immediately. 

But the Temple treasury and the coffen of the 
royal bouse were empty. The esonnous tributes 
that the predecessors of Josiah were forced to pay 
to Assyria had greatly reduced the financial re- 
sources of both king and Tonple. 
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Josiah, thocfore, introduced a new method of 
ccdlecting funds for the proposed work. He placed 
great cdlection boxes at the Temple gates. All 
vho visited Jemsalem and the Temple were ex- 
pected to make some contribution. Money came in 
fast, especially when, under the supervision of Hil- 
kiah, the masons and the artisans and the workmen 
of all kinds bad actually started operations. 

Id addition, Joaiah caused collections to be made 
for this purpose all throa^ his kingdom, including 
the old kingdom of Israel, where a remnant of the 
people still remained. With this money, the hewn 
stone and the timber necessary for the repairs were 
bou^t and the workmen paid. 

It is rectaded that everyme did his work faith- 
fully and efficiently and that the building, for that 
reason, was being restored in exceptionally quick 
time. 

On a certain day, in the year 621, Jouah sent 
Shaphan, bis minister of foreign affairs, to the 
Temple to empty the collection boxes and to re- 
port back to him on the progress of the repairs. 

When Shaphan came to the Temple, Hilkiah ap- 
proached him carrying a parchment scroll, with the 
remarkable statement, "I have found the Bo(^ of 
the Law in the House of God;" and Hilkiah handed 
the book to Shaphan. 

Being questioned, Hilkiah explained that the 
book was discovered in one of the corner-stones of 
the Temple. It had probably been placed there 
by King Solomon himself, he explained, at the time 
when the Temple was built. But after Scdomou's 
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death, during the constant war between Israel and 
Jndah and the inTX)ads that idolatry had made in 
both countries, the real, genuine "Book of the Lav" 
that was to have been the baais for govemment, the 
constitution of both Israel and Judah, had evidently 
been lost sight of and forgotten. Nov, by the 
merest accident, it was found again. 

When Shaphan glanced through it he inunediately 
saw what a wonderful discovery had been made. 
So he took the book to the king. He reported 
to Josiah first, that the money was collected, ma> 
terial paid for and workmen satisfied; then, that the 
King's orders regarding the repairs of the Temple 
had been faithfully carried out ; finally, that Hilkiah 
had discovered a book and that he had delivered it 
to him. The king, having heard the whole story of 
the discov^y, ordered Shaphan to read the book to 
him, aloud. 

What Shaphan read amaxed Josiah and the fe^ 
advisers whom be had called in to listen to the 
reading. Everything in it seemed to be the exact 
opposite of conditions as they existed in Judah. 
The laws for sacrifices and ceremonies in the Temple ; 
the statutes regarding the priesthood in the Temple; 
the observances of the holidays; the commandments 
regarding duties of officers of the law and the 
administration of justice; the humane laws between 
man and man, all were different from, actually op- 
posed to, the practice of priest, judge and people ia 
Josiah*s entire kingdom. 
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During the reading of the bode Josiah reco^ 
nited how little real headway his reforms thiu far 
bad made. When he heard Shaphan read: 



JnitgmenL TIuni Mbtil not pervert juitiee; thou shttlt 
not r«ap«et persona; neither ahaJt tbou take a. bribe, 
for a bribe Uindeth the eyes ol the wise and per- 
fwtoth the mrds of the righteous. Juatloe Mtd only ' 
instiee ^alt thou follow, that thou mkjMt lire and 
inlwrit the Iknd which tlie I«rd thj Ood giveth thee", 

ht understood how far fmn this ideal his people had 
Btrajed. 

When he heard the great declaration of God** 
unity, 

"Hear, Israeli Hie Lord is our Ood, tbs Lord ia 
one; and tbou ahalt loTe the Lord thy Ood with all 
ihj heart, with all th; aonl, with all thj might", 

he understood how little he had accomplished throu^- 
out his reign, in attranpted suppression of the worship 
of many gods. 

When he heard the scribe read aloud that it is 
God's will to be worshiped only in that "place 
which the Lord your God shall choose out of all 
your tribes to put His name there," he det^mined, 
more than ever before, to pull down every shrine and 
pagan san<^uary and to center the worship of the 
Lord in the Temple in Jerusalem alone. 

At the end of the book, Shaphan read a series 
of wonderful blessings that were promised king and 
people, if they would live in accordance with the 
oomnmndments contained in the Book of the Law — 
and Josiah saw visions of peace and prosperity for 
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Ilu kingdom. But the reading of the last lines 
east a heavy gloom upon the little party, for the 
book concluded with the enumeratiOQ of a series of 
evils upon evils that would Burel j befall king and 
people should they not live in accordance with these 
commandments: 

"All these enrsw ilull oodm upon tliM and follow 
thM and omtake the* until Hum art dHtrajed, b«> 
MOM tbou but not bearkaiMd unto the Lord tliy 
God, to keep Hk conunandmenti and BIi statntea 
«^cli He commanded thee." 

Upon hearing this very dramatic concluu<m, 
Josiah came down from his throne and bowed him- 
self to the ground. He rent his clothes and wept 
aloud, as if he were mourning for one who had died 
and whom he had loved best of all in the world. 

Then, restraining himself and collecting all his 
ftrmgth, he turned to Shaphan and Hilkiah and the 
others, who hod been listening to the reading, and 
said: 

"Oo ;«, Inqnin of the Lord for bm, and for tham 
that are left in larael and Judah, eonoerniiw the 
worde of the book that U found; for great u Urn 
wrath of the Lord thai ie poured out upon ue, beeauM 
onr fathers have not kept Uis word nt the Ijird, to 
do aceording imto all that ia written in tUs book." 

Leaving the King's presence, Hilkiah and his ccmi- 
panions held a short council to determine what to 
do next. The Book of the Law was so extraordi- 
nary that they needed the wisdom of smne sage to 
explain to them how to proceed. 

Those of the Prophetic Party understood well 
enouf^ what this book was. They considered that 
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it iraB a <»py of the lav which Mosea ma ordered 
to "put by the lide of the Ark" and which Solomoa 
probably placed in the oomer-rtone of the Temple 
when he built it. Tbey who had been trained by 
the descendants of the little party of faithful 
Judeans whom Isaiah had gathered t^xxit him, knew 
that this law had been continually violated since the 
days of Hezekiah and practically forgotten. There- 
fore they wanted someone who was an authority, one 
who would be trusted by all the people, to interpret 
this book and to declare it to be the genuine Law of 
Moses. 

First, someone suggested that 'Jeremiah be called 
in to interpret the bode, but Hilkiah objected oa 
the ground that Jeremiah was still a young man 
and that his opinion probably would not be heeded 
by all the people. Shaphan then suggested that 
the hook be taken to Huldah, the Prophetess, a wise 
and aged mother in Israel, then living in Jerusalem. 

This suggestion was agreeable to all. With Hil- 
kiah as leader of the delegation, they came to 
Huldah, bringing the request from the King. Her 
face lighted up benignly when she had read the 
book, but when she thought of the reply she had 
to send back, her brows knitted and wrinkles of 
care and pain showed in her face. Returning the 
Bcn^ to Shaphan, Huldah said: 

mm Hlth the Lord, the Ood of lanel; TeU 70 Ui« 
man that wnt yoa unto me: Tkna laith th« liord, 
fBohoId, I will brtng erU upon this placs^ uid upoB 
the inlubltonts thereof, <veo all tha «iirsM that ara 
written in tlis book wUoh thejr hATo nad before tiw 
Idng of Judih. BeoMiu Huj have forMUun me^ util 
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pniK^ me to uigv ^ 
Auidi; tiierefc»« Is tnj 
I^Me uid it flhall not b 

"Bat unto the King of JudAh, who a^t yon to 
in^nire of the Lord, Oau ■b*U j* aaj to bim: Tbn» 
■utfa tlu Laid, Uu Ood id Im«l: A» bxidiiiig tka 
wjrda whioh thou hut heud. bMMus thy hewt ms 
tender, and thon didet humble thyaeU befon Ood, 
yibm thou heerdeet his wards ukiut thia plaea utd 
u^iMt the inhftbitMit* thereof and hut humbled 
^jwtU before me uid hut rent thy elotbee uid w^ 
bafote Bw; I nlao have heud thec^ Mjtfa the I^rd. Be- 
hold, I iriU pther thee to thy fathers Mid thou ihslt 
be ^tbered to thy gr*ve in peace, neither shall thine 
eyes ese all the eril that I wiH bring upon this plaee 
nnd uprat 'the inhabituite thvettf.' " 

Tbe good pn^hetess knew that what happens to 
individuals must happen to irtiole nations. Hue 
was a people that had been Aflfting evil to evil and 
transgrewicm to transgression for many generatiiHW. 
Just as a perswi who keeps on Binning and sinning, 
without reforming in his heart and in his deeds, ar- 
rives at a time when, no matter how anxious he is 
to turn from his evil ways, it is too late and he must 
finally pa; the poialty for his misspent life, so this 
nation of Judah, into the very heart of which iite 
cancer of wrongdoing had long been eating, could 
not, at this late date, escape its final destruction. 

But it is different, as the Prophetess Huldah ex- 
pressed it, with individuals who turn from their evil 
paths while they are young, or who, like Josiah, 
attempt to do the right thing in the very midst of eviL 
/cTherefcnc, she could send back the message to 
the king, that he, because of the tenderness of his 
heart, because of bis humility before Giod, because 
of his unquestioned effort to act in accordance wilji 
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G(xl*t anmnaiidmeiitB, would return unto the God who 
sent him here befmre the evil days were to c<niie upon 
the land, before the doom that awaited his people 
would encximpaas then?. 

The king had been anxiously awaiting the return 
of his messengera, when they arrived at the palace 
from the house of the ^ophetess. They were 
quickly ushered into the throne room. 

It was with great hesitation that Hilkiah finally 
made up his mind to report the words of the 
prophetess, exactly as she had spoken them. When 
tiie priest had finished, a deep, deathlike silence hung 
over the room, as if stMne catastrophe were impending. 

Joaiah turned away from the little group, rested 
bis arm heavily upon the throne and leaned his head 
upon it. Hilkiah, Shaphan and the others saw and 
felt the emoti<ai that surged through the young 
king and caused his whole frame to tremble. A 
soft, gentle sound escaped him, as if he were 
weeping. 

Suddenly, however, Joeiah's attitude changed. He 
ran the back of his band over his eyes, straight^ 
ened up and faced his friends. He was calm, okd- 
posed, determined. He had concluded that he, him- 
self, was the least to be considered in this matter- 
He needed advice from more older and more experi- 
enced men. Consequently, before the counselors pres^ 
ent left him, Josiah ordered Shaphan to call an 
assembly of the elders of the entire people to meet in 
Jerusalem before the cnaing Pusover. 
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A New Covenant. 

Jonah was detennmed not to give np bo eanlj. 
He would Dot admit to himself that his cotmtiy and 
his people were beyond hope. He figured that perhaps 
the propheteaa had exaggerated purposely in order to 
recall the people to their duty to their Grod and to tbe 
country, more quickly and more conscientiously. 

He was not at all happy over the fact that be 
himself would escape the threatened destruction of 
his people. What he wanted was to discover some 
possible way, and to make every attempt, to save all 
his people. 

At the councfl of the Elders, as a ftrst step, he 
suggested that the caning Passover be cdebnited 
faithfully in acc<n*dance with the ciHnmandments in 
the rediscovered law book. 

Messengers were therefore sent throughout Judah, 
and even up into Israel, to announce a pilgrimage 
to Jerusalem for the celebration of the Passover, by 
order of the king and tbe Elders. 

Great and happy throngs came to the Capital 
for the festival. It was a multitude of people far 
different in mien and behavior from that same mul- 
titude that had rushed to the protection of the forti- 
fied city when the Scythian invaders had threatened 
the country a few years before. 
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Noir, when the FasMTer ere, that is the four- 
teenth daj of the first month, tras at hand, it was 
found that the great majority of the people did not 
bring with them the prescribed sacrifice!, either be- 
cause they did not know of the custom or because 
they were too pow. 

Such a condition, however, did not dinnay Jouah 
and his officers. He, himself, out of his own treas- 
ury, distributed the means for making the sacri- 
fices to over thirty-three thousand people. HiUciah 
and the heads of the Temple serrice, out of their 
own means, did the same for the Priests and the 
I^evites. So that ereryone present in Jerusalem that 
day observed the Passover properly and happily. 

On the following morning, that is, on the first 
day of the festival, an assembly of all the people 
present, both great and small, was called in the 
Temple courts. 

The King and his advisers sat on a platform es- 
pecially erected for the purpose. When order was 
secured, the King arose and stood in his place and 
"read of the words of the Book of the Covenant 
that was found in the House of God, before all the 
people." 

The impression made upon the assembly wat 
wcnd^uL As Joeiah proceeded with his reading 
the murmurs and low exclamations of surprise 
changed into a deep and impressive silence that 
was not broken even when the King had finished and 
had laid aside the Book of the Law. 

Reverently and with bowed head, Josiah raised % 
prayer unto God: 
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And with ooe Toice the whole aaicmbly uwwsrad, 
softi;: 



Then Jostah addreued the people. He pleaded 
with all the ferror and sincerity of his soul for them 
to re-establish, on that day, the aocient covenant 
between them and their Grod. This they did with a 
great about of acdamatim. Josiah continued: 

"Tbit da7 the Lord thj Ood conmundeUi Uiaa to do 
tbeae statutes and ordinaDoeB; thou ihalt therefore 
keep uid do them with ell thj heart, end with ell tlij 
«aiil. Thou ba«t avouched the Lord this daj to b« thj 
Ood, and that Uiou wouldeBt walk in his waje, and 
keep his statutes, and his oonunandnenti, and his 
ordmaneee, and hearken unto his voice; and the Lord 
hath avouched thee this day to be a people for his own 
poMeaaion, as be hath promiaed thee, and tfaet thou 
ebouldest keep all his oommandments ; and to make 
thee hi^ above all nations that be hath made in 
praise, and in nsine, and In honor; and that thou 
mayest be ft holy people onto the Lord fhf Go^ M 
he hath spoken." 

When the King had finished and sat down, a great 
murmur welled up from the assembled people, until 
it grew into one great shout from the multitude: 
'^e have beard and' shall do according." 

Thus the people of Judah and Israel onee more 
took upon themselves the duty and burden to be » 
holy people unto the Lord their God> as they had 
done at Sinai in the days (^ Moses. 

There was one man in the assembly, howerer, who 
ms not entirely carried away by the enthuaiasm of 
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ibe momeot. It wa« Jeremiah. He knew wdl 
eiMHigh how a people, excited by a new and norel 
flituatioD, would make promuei which perhaps later 
they would be disinclined to keep. The mere ac- 
ceptance of the covenant did not already mean the 
carrying out of its statutes in their daily life. 

Therefore, Jeremiah arose in Hie midst of the 
assembly, and, before the people were dispersed^ 
struck one note of warning: 

"Cttned be tha man that luaretli not tha word* of 
Uils ooTenuit, which I oommonded your fathen in tho 
d«7 that I brought ttiem forth out of tJie land of 
E^pt, out of the iron furnace, saying, 'Obey my 'raIac^ 
•nd do tlkem aocording to all whieh I conunaad yon; 
•o shall yo be my people, and I will be your Qod; 
that I may eataUiah the oath, which I nrare onto your 
&tfaer% to give them a land flowing with milk and 
honey, ae at thii day.' " 

Li conc]ufli<Hi, Jeremiah bowed his head and ex- 
pressed the hope of the realization of the new; 
eorenant with the words: 



And all the assembly once more reepiHuled: 
"Amea, Oh Ijord." 

Great feasting and rejoicing throughout the 

entire city by dl the people followed during the 

whole festival. It was the greatest Passover in the 

history of Judah and Jerusalem, and of It is re- 
corded: 

"And the ehildren of Iirael that were prwent kept 
the Paaaorer at that time, and the feast of unleavened 
bread aev«n day*. And there waa no Paaaorw like to 
that kept In Israel from the days of Bamnel Ite 



D.a.t.zsd by Google 



19S STORIES OF THE PROPHETS. 

prophet; aeith«r did *iij at tha klngt ot Insd k>*P 
■ooh a. FuMnr m JoaUh kept, and tha prieats KUt 
the Leritee, and M Jndah And Iwkel that mr» pn» 
a&t^ u>d the inhabituite of Jenukkm. In the elgh- 
teuith jax ot tlte reign of JoeUh ma tliia Futow 

When ihe festiral and the cd^ration were over, 
the spirit thereof did not die with th^: departure of the 
people from Jerusalem to their homes in all parts 
of the country. Josiah went to work in earnest to 
accomplish his share of the keeping of the new 
covenant. He dismissed every id<^trous priest ia 
the land and destroyed every vestige of their worship 
in Jerusalem, in every town and village and on every 
hi^ place. 

Up in Israel he carried on this woik under his 
personal direction, and at Bethel, with his own hands, 
be destroyed the altar erected by Jereboam I. at the 
time of the division of the kingdom. 

It wag while in northern Israel, where he ordered 
the dead bones of the idolatrous priests to be burned 
upon the very altars at which they worshiped, that 
Josiah espied two sepulcbers, of a type that he had 
not met before. They were bo unlike the sepulchen 
of the idolaters that he marked than especially and 
talked about them. One of the monuments, he was 
told, "is the sepulcher of the Man of God who came 
from Judah and proclaimed these things that thou 
hast done against the altar at Bethel;" and when 
he found that the other ancient monument was the 
last bed on earth of "the Prophet that came out of 
Samaiia," be ordered that neither one should be 
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touched. The mwnoiy of those early prophets wm 
•acred and hallowed to the king. 

Within a few years, all this work undertaken by 
Josiah was accomplished. Grenuine love of God and 
genuine living in accordance with His commandments 
seemed to have been restored everywhere among the 
people. In addition, the political changes that were 
taking place in Assyria, Babylonia and £gypt, left 
Josiah entirely at peace to work out the destinv of 
hia own people and kingdmn. 

In the year 608, however, in the thirty-ninth year 
of Josioh's reign, he entered upon a political cam- 
paign that proved to be the first and greatest mis- 
take of his life and resulted not alone in his death, 
but in a great religious and moral decline that even- 
tually led to the destructioD of Jenuolem and Judah. 
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To fhe Fore Again, 

The BBtyrt e iy of the Scythian invanMi of An* 
hu not jet been clearlj udved. The results of that 
inT«noD, however, shook thrones and shattoed 
kingdomB and changed the face of the then knoira 
ciTilized world. 

Assyria was the greatest aufferer, for the Scythian 
ravages hod so weakened the great empire that it 
never recovered. Incidentally, this same cause re- 
awakened the spirit of conquest in the Medee, led 
to the re-establishmeDt of the independent Baby- 
lonian kingdom and brought about, indirectly and 
unnecessarily, the death of the good King Joaioh. 

During the last years of Ashurbanipal's long and 
brilliant reign over Assyria, the Medes, under tb^ 
king, Fhrarates, turned the tables on Assyria and 
invaded the empire. Ashurbanipot's army defeated 
the ambitious Mede and drove him back into his 
omi territory. But his son and successor, Cyazerxes* 
having made certain changes in the organization of 
the Median ormj, again invaded Assyria and 
actually besieged Nineveh. 

At the same time the Scythians began to swarm 
over Media, and Cyoxerzes was forced to return to 
bis own country and defend it. 

Cyaxerxes, being a wise as well as a great king, 
managed to buy off the barbarian Scythians and 
1B4 
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later actually trained them for •errice in his army, 
both as teacher§ of archery and as mercenaries. 

In the meantime, tiie Assyrian sucoeraor of 
Ashurbanipal made the mistake that cost him bis 
life and his empire. He appointed Nabopolassar, 
a Chaldean of ancient lineage and of enthusiastic pa- 
triotism for his age-old country. Nabopolauar im- 
mediately entered into an alliance with Cyaxerzes 
that had for its purpose the overthrow of Ninevdi 
and the establishment of Babyl<Hiia as an independent 
state. 

Xabopolassar declared himself king of Babylonia, 
to the great dismay of the Assyrian court. To 
seal his alliance with the Medes, a marriage waa 
arranged between Amytis, Cyaxerxes* daughter, and 
Nebuchadrezzar, his son and Crown Princ& 

Nineveh was attacked at the same time by the 
Babylonians and Medians in the year 608. The 
great capital was besieged for two years. So fierce 
was the vengeance wrought upon the city and its 
inhabitants by the united armies that when the 
capture was finally made both were completely blotted 
out. For many centuries not even the location of 
Nineveh could be found. 

This occurred in the year 606. The end <^ 
Nineveh brought to a cloee the history of the great 
Assyrian power that had ruled so masterfully over 
the then known entire world. It also brought about 
a situation that bad its direct effect upon the begin- 
ning of the end of the Kingdom of Judah. 

In Egypt history was in the making. 
Psammrtich I, a Libyan aMia, recognizing in the 
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cnimbling of Assyrian power his own opporfaioitj, 
made himself master of the country and established 
a new dynasty in Egypt. His son and successor, 
Fharac^ Necho, grasped the chance given him by 
Kab(>polas8ar*s attack cm Nineveh to win back the 
provinces along the Mediterranean, that had beoi 
Egyptian before they were conquered by Assyria. 

Without further ado, therefore, Necho, with a 
great army, started north, to conquer all of Assyria 
that he could and add it to his own Empire. This 
meant an invasion of Judah. 

King Josiah was by no means ready to sit still 
and fall helplessly from the frying pan into the fire, 
as it were. Once entirely free from Assyria, he 
intended to maintain his independence. At least, he 
was not going to allow Pharai^ Necho to slip the 
noose around his neck without a struggle. Josiah, 
therefore, organized his armies and went out to meet 
Necho. This was when the campaign against 
Nineveh began. 

To the Pharaoh's great surprise, when he reached 
the plain of Megiddo, he was confronted by Josiah. 
Necho sent him wmrd that he had no quiurrel with 
Judah whatever; but Josiah could see nothing in the 
future but the sovereignty of Egypt over his do- 
minions and was determined to retain his indepen- 
dence at all costs. So, the war was <»i. 

It did not last long, however. It seems that not 
even a single pitched battle was fought. » Josiah 
was picked off by a Libyan archer in the very first 
skirmish and wounded mintally, to the dismay of his 
entire army. 
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Hii did and devoted aeirant, Ebed-mdech, wbi 
with the king ia hi§ chariot. The faithful Ethiopian 
carried the Tounded Josiah from the royal chariot 
to another one. Protected by a detachment ot the 
hody guard, aa if in aodtery, Josiah waa taken 
back to Jerusalem, dying. Before he reached the 
capital he waa dead, and Necho declared hinuelf mas- 
ter over Judah without the leaat reaistance. He made 
it, at once, an Egyptian province. 

The mourning for the dead King in Jerusalem 
and Judah waa sincere and wideapread. It ia re< 
corded that many odes by the poeta and muaicianB 
of that day were written in his meancwy and that 
Jeremiah lamented for lua friend in accents mon 
woeful than did Darid for Jonathan. Ebed-melech 
hung around the sepulcher of his beloved master for 
many days. It waa months before he returned to the 
palace to resume his duties. 

"like onto him vm tbera no king before klm, that 
turned to the Lord with all bit heart. Hid with all 
bii Knil, and with ill his might, Moordlng to the 
law ot Moau; udther after him aroM then ai^ 111m 
him." 

To indicate the for(» and power of Josiah's life 
with the people of Judah, and the genuine value in 
their own lives of the late king's reforms, the people 
at large passed over Eliakim, Josiah's eldest son, 
and raised bis second aon, Jehoahaz, to the throne 
of Judah. 

Eliakim waa a weakling, who loved ease and 
luxury above everything else. The pet^le feared 
that he would not continue the life and woil ot bis 
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father. Jefaoahaz, od the other hand, woa a true 
am of hi« father, and would have made a iplendid 
■ucceflwiT to the throne of Joeiah, had not Pharaoh 
Necho intorf ered with the will of the people of 

Li tiie third mcmth of the young king's reigD 
'(he was oaly twentj-three years <dd) Necbo <HdeTed 
turn to appear befrae him at Riblah, oa the Orontes. 
'Arrired there, Jehoahaz was immediately thrown 
into chains and sent a prisoner to Egypt. 

Neclio then proclaimed Elialdm King of Judah 
•nd to show his cnnplete mastery over king, land 
and people, he changed Eliakim's name to Jehoiakim. 

The mourning in Jerusalem and Judah was now 
twofold. The people wept for their beloved king 
iwho was dead and for his beloved son who was a pris- 
oner beyond hope. 

A few men like HiUdah and Jeremiah, and the 
others of the Prophetic Party, saw in Jdioabaz's 
successor the c<Mning of m<H% evil days for Judah. 
To those who hoped that tha% might again be a 
political change and that Jehoahaz would return f ran 
Egypt, to reign in his father's stead, Jeremiah bdd 
out no hope: 



ratber tor him wbo la goiM, for he sbftll not ntaxa, i 
iw i^Mii BhAll he Bee tlM land of hia birlh, For thus 
■■Uh the liord, conoerniiig Shallum (Jahochu), the aon of 
Jrahth, who mi Idng ioitead of Joeiah hia father, who w«Dt 
fortii frtm tbia plaos: 'He aball not ratnro thither again, 
but in the place whither they ba.ve led him awaj eaptiTe he 
shall die, and 'this land ^^^U not Bee Mm anliL' " 
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Soon after Jcjioiekim came to the throne, word 
came from Egypt that Jehoahaz had died. It was 
then that Jeremiah, who with Shaphan and Hilkiah 
had quietly aided the king in his policy of reform, 
but had retired to his home in Anathoth when these 
reforms began to bear fruit, heard again the call to 
go out and prophesy to the people of Judah. Danger 
was threatening from the thrcHie and tiiis danger 
broQght Jeremiah out of his seclusion, to the fore 
again. 
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Ute Shadow of a King, 

fiiaxvAi Necho's ambitions were Bhort-Iived. 

The child'a-play conquest of Jud&h was not to be 
rqwated in dealing with the omqueron of Nineveh. 

Nebuchadrezzar reallj had no thought of extend- 
ing the sway of his re-bcHn Babylonia to £gypt ; but 
he would not countenance for a mc»nent Necho's 
oicroachment upon Assyrian territory. 

In dividing up the Assyrian Empire, Cyaxerxes 
was perfectly satined with the absolute independence 
of Media and such Assyrian possessims as adjoined 
his country. The rest, to the west and south, includ- 
ing ancient Syria and Judah, was apportimed to his 
son-in-law. There was no quarrel about the division. 

Syria and Judah being his, Nebuchadrezzar swore 
by all his gods that Necho should be made to suffer 
ttx his audacity. 

Necho encamped at Riblah, after the victory over 
Josioh. Riblah, situated in the broad valley between 
the Lebanon and Hermon ranges, was destined to be 
the scene of several tragedies in Judean history. It 
was here that Necho awaited the outcome of the strug- 
^e at Nineveh. 

He did not have long to wait. Nineveh gasped 
her last in the year 606' Nebuchadrezzar left his 
father-in-law to complete the destruction of the glory 
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of AnjriaT andi flushed with victory, marched at 
onoe against the Egyptian invader. 

Necho was prepared for this. He broke camp at 
Riblah and proceeded to meet Nebuchadrezzar. The 
Babylonian and Egyptian armies faced each other 
at Carchejanish by the Euphrates, in 605; and the 
result once more cast Judah into the political balance. 

In the meantime, Jeremiah was forced back to his 
labws by the conditions at Jerusalem. Necho knew 
what he wanted when he substituted Jehoiakim for 
Jehoahaz on the throne of Judah. Jehoiakim was 
weak, pliable, incapable of big things. Jeremiah 
knew that, too. Therefore, he had to go to work 
again. 

Jeremiah raised no false hopes, based on anything 
Jehoiakim would do for himself or for JudaK 
Even while Josiah lived, the crown prince showed 
the type of man he was. Instead of applying himself 
to the work of succeeding to the throne, he spent his 
time in riotous pleasure, and his father's money in 
lavish extravagance. 

As crown prince, he built himself a sumptuous 
new palace. Unlike Josiah, when the Temple was 
repaired, Jehoiakim did not pay fair wages, and 
oppressed his artisans and mechanics. When he sat 
in judgment, he did not judge righteously. 

Therefore, at Josiah's unexpected death, Jeremiah 
approved the action of the people in raising the 
unfortunate Jehoahaz to the throne. Necho's sub- 
stitution of Jehoiakim filled the prophet with alarm. 
The happy years of Josiah's reign vanished like a 
mist ; and, with a heart that was heavy-laden, Jere- 
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miah left Anathoth, where he had been linng gnietlT' 
with his relativefl and friendS) and went down to the 
tnrmoil in Jenualem. 

Satiifying himself that he had not ^caggerated 
the 8ituati<m in the capital, and| seeing now that the 
calamity of Joeiah's death was more fai^re&ching 
than he had at fint supposed, Jeremit^ addressed 
himsdf to Jeboiakim with the following warning: 

'^oe to him -who buildetli hia hooM b7 TinrigliteoaBiiesfl, and 

hla chaiDbeii by injuBtiea; 
Wbo ckUMth hii aeighbor to labor without w>gea, mnd givsth 

him not hu pay; 
Who a&ith, 'I wiU build me a Tut palaw with qtsclona 

ethambarsT 
Provided with deep-cut windova, oeiled witb oedftr and 

painted with vermillioD.' 
Doat thou Mill thyaelf king because thou ewelleat in eedart 
Thy father— did he not eat and drink and execute law and 

Juatioe t 
He judged the oause of the poor and needy; then it was 

"Wm not thii to know met' saitfa the Lord. 
But thine efea and heart are bent only <m thy diaboneat 

gsin. 
And mi the shedding of innocent blood and on oppreaaltw 

and Tioleuoel" 

Nor did Jeremiah hesitate to point out that such 
a state of affairs could not exist long and that such a 
king could not reign long over Israel. 

He eren foret(4d the fate of Jehoiakim. He knew 
that the political situation, as it would devdop when 
Nineveh was conquered, would once more embroil 
Judah. Jdioiakim, he was sure, could not stand the 



Therefore, he could see nothing but the fall and 
untimely death of JduMakim, and he added* "They 
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sbsll not l&ment over him, aajing oae to anothert 
•Oh, mj brother ? or *0h, my sister !* They shall not 
wail for him, saying, 'Ob, Lord !' or 'Oh, bis glory !* 
but shall be glad when he is 'buried as an ass is 
buried, drawn out and caat forth.' " 

On that very day came the news of the Battle 
of Carchemifih. It was one of the epoch-making 
struggles of ancient history. Victory perched proudly 
OB the banner of Nebuchadrezzar and Nedio was 
utterly routed, fleeing toward Egypt, the Babylo- 
nians in hot punuit. 

Within that very year all signs of Egyptian rule 
in Syria and Palestine were wiped out. "The Icing 
of Babylon had taken from the bnxA of Egypt unto 
the river Euphrates all that pertained to the king of 
Egypt." Judah became a Babylonian province and 
Jeboiakim but the shadow of a king. 
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Ckaptck IX. 
The TemfU of the Lord. 

Neba'ch&drczzar had token up hia h«adquart«n 
where Pharaoh-Necho had encamped at Riblah, and 
there recetred the homage of the little Syrian and 
Falotinian atatea that he had wrested from Egypt. 

To Jeremiah's great surprise, Jehoiakim sent a 
secret embaasj to Nebuchadrezzar vowing allegiance 
to Babylon. 

Jehoiakim's submission pleased Jeremiah. He saw 
in it a splendid opportunity for Judah. All that was 
needed now was to keep the people in the path of 
right. Their future, he felt, could be worked out 
well enough as long as the country was at peace^ free 
frtHn the ravages of war. 

But here Jeremiah was met by a new difficulty. 
Joeiah's reformation, followed by his death and the 
quick chaoges in the country's political fortunes, had 
not worked out very satisfactorily. People began to 
doubt the wisdom of the whole proceeding. 

In the first place, aonte said that God was dis- 
pleased at Joeiah's overriding the traditional forms of 
worship. The opportunity for God to show that 
displeasure was at Megiddo, and, therefore, Josiah 
lost his life there. All the people, it was plain, had 
not yet arrived at the conception of God held by • 
Jeremiah or Josiah. 
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Again, there mre others vbo fell bade into the 
old r«uotuiig that the gods of the other nations were 
mightier than Judah's God, and, therefore, they fell 
back into the old idolatroiu ways. They were merely 
awaiting the opportunity to worship the other gods 
publicly as some of them were already doing pri- 
vately. 

Then, again, there were many who believed that 
the new Book of the Law and the new order of 
things prohibiting sacrifices in any place except the 
Temple in Jerusalem, did not permit of Plough 
sacrificing to Giod, and, therefore, was He again visit- 
ing the land with the rod of Egypt and Babylonia. 

And, opposing all these, Jeremiah and his followers 
were positive in their hearts and souls that sacrifices 
were by no means the all-important feature of the 
worship of God, but, as Jeremiah had reminded the 
people on the day of the Great Passover, God asked 
them only to obey His voice and to live in accordance 
with the moral law that He had commanded them. 

"So ili»ll ye be my people, ^nd I will be your Ood; that 
I nifty estsbliih the oath which I aware onto your fBtbers, to 
give tbem a Uad flowing with milk and honey-" 

King Jehoiakim had no interest whatever in these 
differing religious opinions among the people. 

As long as he could pay his tribute to Nebuchad- 
rezzar and live luxuriously and voluptuously in his 
newly built palace, he cared not further. Religiously 
and morally he permitted things to take their own 
course, as if morals and religion had no part to play 
in the strength and safety of his people and in their 
natimal welfare. 
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Jeremiah wu now ctrnviiiced that it was hia doty 
onoe man to take up the braTe fight (m God ai^ 
Hit law. The opportunity came during the Feast 
of the Ingathering, in the year 604. 

Many thousands had come from all parts of the 
country to Jousalem to celdnate the festJTaL All 
brought with them many heads of cattle and bags of 
grain and fiour for the prescribed sacrifices. 

They were a l^ppj company. When the Temple 
came into view, rising majestically in the distance, 
they shouted to eadi other, "The Temple of the Lord t 
The Temple of the Lord 1" out of sheer joy in b^dd- 
iDg the sacred structure that meant so much to them. 

"The Temple of the Lord! The Temple of the 
Lord!" they cried, and pointed to the magnificent 
edifice which some of them had never seen before. 

Jeremiah listened to these joyous shouts and 
observed sorrowfully the self-satisfaction of tiiow 
who had come to offer their sacrifices. He was much 
alone these days. His par^its Hod been dead some 
years and a new Priest was in charge of the Temple. 
Shaphan and all Josiah's old counsellors were either 
gone to their reward or had been dismissed from 
service by Jehoiakim. Shaphan's two sons, Ahikam 
and Gemariah, were indeed high in the counsels of 
the king, but they bothered little about Jeremiah and 
his teachings. 

So Jeremiah stood alone, on the first day of the 
festival, at the Temple gates. A multitude of people 
passed him, taking their turn at bringing their <^ei^ 
iugB. " From within the Temple he heard the sounds 
of cattle being slaughtered and smelt the odor of 
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bormng flesh. The noise deafened him; the oion 
choked him. Here were king, priest and people lead- 
ing unrighteous hves and believing that this whtdeaale 
slaughtering and burning was what Giod demanded of 
them ! Here were daborate form and ritual, but no 
justice and lore ! 

Jeremiah fairly gasped for breath when the full 
meaning of this came to him. Turning upon a great 
crowd that was jammed at the gates, waiting thdr 
turn to enter the Temple, he cried : 

"Thni taUh the lArd of HcwU, the Ood of lanel; 

"'Add yonr bnmt-offsringB nnto your Mcrifloei, uid eat 
7a flesh. For I spake not unto tout fsthers, nor conunandad 
litem in tho day that I brought them out ol the land dI 
Egypt, eonoeming bnnit-ofFeringB or •acrifloes. 

" "But this thinr I oommand^ them, eajii^: Hesrken unto 
my Toioe, and 1 wUl be your Qod, and ye shall be my people; 
and wslk ye lu all the waj that I oonunand you that it m^ 
be well with you. 

"'Yet they hearkened not, nor Inelined their ear, but 
walked in their own oounsels and In the stubbornness of 
tiidr evil heart This is the nation that hath not hearkened 
to the voles of Uie Lord their Ood, nor reeeived instmetlon. 
Anth Is ptflshfid and Is ent off from their month.' " 

What an omamg outburst! God did not com- 
mand them concerning burnt-offerings and sacrifices I 
The man is ridiculous I 

Religious discuBsirau and controvernes had often 
taken place in the Temple courts. Here was the 
Forum of liie People, in fact, and several men who 
had often prochumed themselves as prophets, speak- 
ing the word of God, joined issue with Jeremiah, 
whom they now recognized. 

"Here is the Temple — the Temple of the Lord," 
they ezdaimed. **What waa it bdlt tor, if not for 
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■acrificra?" they wanted to know. "What other way 
is there for men to worship God than to hring their 
offerings to himP" 

Jeremiah replied that sacrifices were instituted by 
men, by the priesthood, not by God, and continued, 
making plain once for all his understanding of the 
way God wanted men to show their religion : 

"Thus saith the Lord of Hosts, the God of IstewI : Amend 
Tonr wkjs and jour doings, and I will cause you to 
dwell in this place, 'niut j« not in lying words, ujing. 
The Temple Of the Lord I The Temple of the Lordl The 
Temple ot the Lordt 

For, if you really smend your wsys and your deeds, 
if ye faithfully execute justice between a man and his 
neighbor, if ye oppress not the resident alien, the fatherlew 



and the widow, and ehed not innocent blood in this pl>i^ 
do not go «it«r other gods to your hurt; then I will 
B you to dwell in this place, in the land that I gare to 



and do not go after other gods to your hurt; then 1 
cause you to dwell in this pTao * " ' ■ '■ ' ' 
your Others, forever and ever.' ' 



Here was a very amazing accusation ! What does 
he mean by saying that the people are trusting in 
"lying words P" Jeremiah insisted: 

"But now ye an trusting in lying wordi that cannot 
profit." 

Then he hastened to explain fully and without 



"Win ye steal, murder and oommit adultery; iwear faliely 
and <^er sacriQces to Baal, and go after other goda whom ys 
have not known, and then come and stand before Ue in thii 
House nhich is called after My name and say 'We are free 
to do all the*e abominations T 

"Is tiiia. My house, which is called by my name, a den 
erf robbers in your eyeiT 

"Behold I, indeed, have seen it, aaith the Lord." 
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The crowds stood there, mouths agape. They had 
never heard anything so outspoken and fearless 
before. Several so-called prophets were prepared to 
go on with the argument, but a number of assistant 
priests, who were marshalling the people with their 
sacrificial offerings into the Temple in proper order 
and to their appointed places, put a halt to the 
debate. 

Word had come from the interior of the Temple 
that the chief priests were waiting for the sacrifices. 
The assistants wanted the people to move on. So it 
was arranged that, on the day following, Jeremiah 
slxMild meet a chosen few of the Jerusalem prophets 
to discuss their diflferences of opinion publicly, in the 
Temple courts. 

Jeremiah's acceptance of this cballenge nearly cost 
him his life. 
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Chaptsb X. 
'A Narrow Eicoft. 

Hie isme was squarely drawn. 

Either the Temple Prophets were the troe sptAea- 
tnen of the God of Judah and Jeremiah was an 
impostori or Jeremiah spoke the truth that had been 
"cut off from their mouth" and the Temple Prophets 
wore feeding the people on "lying words." 

A great concourse of citizens of Jerusalem and 
pilgrims to the city gathered for the debate. Jere- 
miah, much older looking than his years, was the 
center of attraction. He was tall and erect. His 
face was somewhat drawn and showed wrinkles of 
worriment. He was dressed in an unadorned brown 
mantle that singled him out among the h<^day- 
attired priests and prophets with whom he was con- 
versing. 

Evidently this was to be a friendly argument, with- 
out ill-feehng on either side. 

Jeremiah was the first to speak. As soon as he 
began it was plain to be seen that his worry was not 
fear of the arguments with which his opponmts 
were about to attack him, but that it was deeper- 
seated. He started b; infonning his hearers that he 
was vdl acquainted with the things that were being 
preached in Jerumlem as the word of God. 
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1 heorkMied and hMTd, but they Mpake not uislit. No 
mui repentotli faim of hfa wiekednsM, utying, "WIibI have I 
donet^ Breryoiie tnnwth to his eonrw u % horse that nuheth 
headlong into battle. 

"Yea, the stork in the hearena knowetb her appointed 
tjme; the turtle dove and the Ewaltow and the eraue obeem 
ttte time of their oMning; but mj people know not the law 
of the Lord." 



"Ifl that so?" queried one of the Jerusalem prophets^ 
with a sneer. In his reply, he pointed out that both 
the laws of the religion and the laws of the State 
were known to the priests and prophets, in whose 
charge were the Temple and the goTemment, and 
were obeyed by them and the people. With sweep- 
ing gestures he onphasized the prosperity of the 
people and the peace of the country. "Thou art the 
disturber of the peace," he concluded hotly. "Leave 
the Temple and the State to the wise men, the scribes, 
the priests and prophets in Jerusalem, and all will be 
well." 

'"Die same kind of argument," thought Jeremiah, 
as he listened attentively to the speaker. "They 
always fail to grasp the vital things that God donands 
of th^n." In his rejoinder, therefore, Jer^niah came 
back forcibly : 

"How do ye lay, 'We are wise and the law of the Idyri 
ia with Ds!' But, behold, the false pen of the Bcribea bath 
made falsehood of it. Ibe wise men are put to shame. La, 
they have rejected the word of the Lord. 

"And what manner of wisdom is in them I Every one, 
from the least even unto the greatest, is given to aovetonsneae; 
from the proi^ even unto the priest every one dealeth 
falsely. 

"And thsy have healed the hurt of the dan^ter of my 
people sli^Uy, wylng, 'Peace, peaoe,' when tbwe u no peamr 
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Instantly there came to Jeremiah's mind the story 
of the Kingdom of Israel with it« deceitful priests 
and false prophets, who, at Bethel and Shiloh, tau^t 
and preached untruths about God — and the sad end 
of them all. Thej, too, had thought eveiything 
was well with them and their sanctuary and the peace 
of the land. So Jeremiah continued: 

"Then go now to my suictiisiy whielt is in BUIoIi, wbare 
I DBUwd my nune to dwell at first Jind see wb»t I did to It 
beeauH of the widndneu of my people lerael. 

"And now beemuw ye hare done all these deeds, and 
althou^ I spoke to you insistently, ye hsTe not heeded, and 
olthongh I called you, ye have not answered, therefor* I will 
do to the house, whioh ye call by My name, in whiah ye 
trust, and to the plnoe which I gare to yon and to ymu 
(athws, as I did to Shiloh." 

This speech started several conunotionB in different 
parts of the crowd. From the extreme edge, to the 
right of the spealcers, one man began to come forward, 
shouting : 

"Blasphemy !" 

The ciy was taken up all around him. From 
various directions men, throwing their arms in the air 
and yelling at the top of their voices, made their way 
with difficulty toward tiie speakers, crying: 

"Blasphemy! Blasphemy!!" 

Jeremiah, at first, could not understand the com- 
motion. What had he said, what had he done, that 
was hlasphemouG P Then, as the cry became general 
and the surging mob became threatening, the thought 
came to him that the people had been taught by the 
priests and prophets in Jerusalem that the Temple 
was inviolable, that no matter what the political 
fortunes <^ Judah might be, God would never permit 
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**the Hoiue widch is called b; His name** to be 
destroyed. 

Now Jeretttiah understood and he was helplesi. Hu 
simile of the sanctuary at Shiloh suggested the de- 
struction and ruin of the Temple m Jerusalsn — and 
that was blasphemy. 

He did not know, however, that his opponents had 
purposely planted men in various sections of the 
assonbly to wait and watch for any blasphemous hint 
in his argument and to raise the cry against him. 

''Blasphemy! Blasphemy T' The cry was now 
general. And the leader who started it, when he 
came within readi of Jeremiah, grasped his mantle 
and shouted: 

"You must die!" 

The Temple guard rushed to the prophet's asnst- 
tance. Blasphemy was punishable by death, but the 
punishment must come in the regular, legal way and 
not by the hands of the mob. 

Under protection of the guard, therefore, Jere- 
miah was led to the new gate, built by King Josiah, 
where the princes eat as judges. At his heels was 
the threatening, gesticulating crowd, goaded on by 
Jeremiah's enemies, demanding his life. 

The trial was opened without delay. Here were 
thousands of witnesses who had heard the man and 
there seemed little hope for him to escape being 
stoned to death. One of the prophets opened tbe 
case for the prosecution, addressing himself to the 
judges: 

"TUb mtn la wortlijr of death; for lie hath jpropbeded 
Sgidiut this city In the name of God, aaj^g, "Thlk houM 
iholl be like Shiloh. This dty ihall ba deMrtad, without «a 
idhAfaitanL'" 



D.a.t.zsd by Google 



«14 STORIES OF THE PROPHETS. 

Tunung dnunaticaUy to the crowd, be smpt his 
aim over their heads, adding for the purpose of 
affirmation: 

"A» jt hA-n heard with your ean." 

'*Aye, aye,*' many responded. 

"Blasphemy ! Blasphemy !" shouted others. 

And BtiU others demanded, **He must die ! He must 
diel" 

When a semblance of quiet was restored, Jeremiah 
stepped forward from between the two guards who 
had him in charge, faced the accusing people, and 
said, very calmly and humbly: 

"It WAS Um Lord wlio sent me to propheey ■geinrt this 
Tample uid egainat thie city all Um worda th»t you have 

"Bah!" jeovd the leadov of the oppositicm, and 
many took up the sigmd and joined in the jeering. 
Jeremiah did not permit the jeers to interrupt him: 

"Now tiierefore reform your yn,ja uid jour acts snd otiej 
the voioe of the Lord your God ; and the Lord will repent of 
the eril Out he has pronounced upon you." 

*'Hear him ! Hear him T' arose from all directions. 
*'He blasphemes ! He blasphemes !" Jeremiah paid no 
attention to these outcries, but turned to the judges 
and concluded his defense: 

"But as for me, lee, I am in your hand; do with me as 
appears to you to be good and right. 

"Only be auured that, if you put me to death, you will 
bring Innocent blood upon youraelTea and npon this city and 
upon its Inhabitanta, tor verily the Lord bath sent me to 
you to apeak all these thing* in your ear*." 
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iTeraniah ceased. He walked bade to lila place 
bebre^i the two ^ords to await hia sentence. The 
mob was ratber taken b; surpriBe at the prisoner's 
defense. He made no ar^^uments for release, no pleas 
for his life, but stated his belief in bis work and his 
faith in Godf trusting for the rest in the justness of 
bis cause. 

From out among the princes arose Ahikam, the 
eldest son of Shaphan, who was the Royal Scribe 
for Jehoiakim, as bis father bad been for Josiah. 
Ahikam and Jeremiah had been close friends as young 
men, even as their fathers had been all their lives. 
Recently, however, they had not seen mu<ji of each 
other. Jeremiah was busy about his business and 
Ahikam was permanently stationed in Jerusalem, at 
tbe palace. 

Jeremiah hardly recognized Ahikam when he began 
to address the judges. His interest in the speaker 
was greatly stirred, however, when he beard Ahikam 
say tiiat he had no apology to offer for the position 
he was taking, nor for his friendship and love for 
the man who was accused of the crime of blasphemy. 
He said that he believed that his and Jeremiah's 
fathers were of the greatest serrice to King Josiah 
in the prosperity that attended his reign, and that, 
though the priests and prophets of Jerusalem might 
not understand it, Jeremiah wanted the peace and 
prosperity of the nation and of tbe capital, not their 
doom. 

Then, rising to a pitch of (watorical flight, he 
cried: 
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Up jumped Pasfahur, the chief officer of the 
Temple, and told the etary of Uriah, the son of 
Shemaiah, who also had propheiied in the Temple in 
the name of God. Pashhur ctwtinued: 

"And h« propheaied Kgalurt tiie oitj and against this land 
lOrding to all the words of Jeremiah; and when Jehoir'~'~ 
the king, with all hia mlKhtT' men and all the prlnoM, 1 



aeoording to all the words of Jeremiah; and when JehoiakiiiL 
'ing, with all hia mightT' men and all the prlnoM, heard 
rordt, the king sought to put Um to dtath; but wfa«B 



Uriah heard it, he waa afraid, and fled and went into Egypt. 
"And Jehoiakim, the kinf, eent nien into ^gjpt, and they 
fetohed forth Uriah out of Egypt, and brought him unto 
Jdioiakim, the king, who slew him with the sword, and caat 
his dead body into the grarea of the oonunon people." 

But Ahikam, who, like his father, was acquainted 
with the history of his people, arose and answered 
Fashhur : 

"Micah the Moreshtite, prophesied in th9 days of Hez^ali, 



Ung of J 
•ayW, Tl 
aa a field. 



field, and Jerusalem ihall beoome heaps and the numntain 
of the house ae the high places of a forest." ' 

"Did Heiekiah, king of Judah, and all Judah put him to 
death I Did he not fear the Lord and entreat the favor of Uw 
Lwd so that the Lord repented him of the evil which he had 
pronounced against them I But we are on the point of doing 
great injustice to ourselTSS." 

To the surprise of the priests and the prophets 
Ahikam's argument prevailed with the princes who 
sat in judgment, and with the people themsdvea. 
They dispersed without further ado, but they con- 
tinued discussing the situation among themselves. 

No punishment was visited upon Jeremiah, but he 
had a narrow escape. 

Jeremiah and Ahikam left the gate arm in arm. 
They were happ; at the renewal of their friendship, 
even if it took place in the shadow of death. 
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Alubun Tomed his friend to be more careful, when 
tbej parted. Jeremiah left him with much to think 
about. It was the first time that he had been attacked 
and his life threatened. In addition, though JeTemish 
did not hear of it that day, Faahhur had sworn to 
coiner Jeremiah yet, so that he could not escape. 
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'A Tattt of Martyrdom. 

Jeremiah returned home a ver; sad man, but not 
a wiser one from the point of viev of his safety. He 
kept much to himsdf in the atj of Anatht^ and 
devoted his time to teaching a group of young men 
with whom he had surrounded himself. 

Among them was Banich, son of Neiiah, of a dis- 
tinguished Jerusalem family, whose members had 
always stood high in the counsels of the kings. 
Baruch was not only a disciple of Jeremiah, hut also 
acted as his secretary when writing was to be done. 

Baruch was intimate with Jeremiah's family in 
Anathoth> and he informed Jeremiah that his cousins 
did not approve of his actions in the Temple. They 
did not like the ootoriety it brought them and htqied 
he would hold his peace. 

These cousins did not have the courage to speak 
their mind to Jeremiah face to face, and so he did 
not trouble about them, their likes or dislikes, thdr 
approval or disapprovaL He had on his mind a vevy 
trmiblesome problem when it began to be rumored 
that Jehoiakim was about to re-introduce human 
sacrifices in Ge-Hinnom. 

Ge-Hinnom was the 'Valley of the son of Hinnonit 
which is by the entry of the gate of potsherds, called 
Tophet." The southwestern gate of the City of 
Jerusalem overlooked this valley where an altar had 
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been erected for the atrocious Moloch-worship, but 
which was destroyed bj Josiah during the Reforma- 
tion. 

Jeremiah had but to bear of the binges pn^XMal 
to re-establish tbe Mdoch-rites, to act. 

He went to Jerusalem, despite the pleading of 
Baruch not to go, gathered a number of the Elders 
who had been his father's and Joeiah's friaids and 
co-workers, and asked them to accompany him to 
Tophet. 

They proceeded through the southwestern gate, 
**the gate of the valley," followed by a numbv of 
idlers, the curious who keep at a. distance to see what 
will happen. 

Arrived at the ruins of the altar of Moloch, Jere- 
miah drew from imder his mantle a potter's earthen 
bottle, and, without giving a hint of what he was 
about to do, broke it on one of the altar stones. 
Turning to the Elders, he said: 

Tbaa mid th« Lord of Hosts; 'Etbii to will I break this 
people and this citj, as one breaketh a potter's veaMl, that 
oaonot be made whole again.'" 

That was all ! He had portrayed more vividly than 
he could ever have done in a long speech what would 
be the consequences if the king persisted in bring^g 
back the horrible worship of Moloch. 

Returning to the city, Jeremiah stopped at the 
Temple. He had not been in Jerusalem since he 
narrowly escaped stoning at the hands of the mob. 
As soon as he was recognized — and the word of his 
coming had been spread by the onlookers, who had 
returned from Tophet ahead of him — the crowd 
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gtttbered about him, anxious to hear what he would 
have to say. 

He told them a story first. He had been down at 
a potter's house that morning, watching the potter at 
work. The vessel the potter made didn't suit him, so 
he destroyed it while the clay was yet soft and pliable. 
Then he made another vessel out of that same clay, 
"as seemed good to the potter to make it," This 
story he followed up with a passionate plea to the 
people: 

" 'O honM of Isrsel eumot I do witb 7011 u tbli potter f 
■aith the Lord. 'Behold, aa the ela^ in the potter'e bwid, 
so Kr« je In mf hand, house ol Iirael.' 

" 'At what Instant I ihall apeak ooneeruing a nation, and 
eoneeming a kingdom, to pluck np and to Meak down and 
to deitro7 It; if that nation, oonceming whi^ J have ipoken, 
tnrn from their eril, I will repent of the evil that J thought 
to do unto them. ^And at what instant I ihall ipeak concern- 
ing a nation, and oonoeming a kingdom, to build and to plant 

It; if Ukt do that whii 

not m; voice, then I wil 
I mmld benefit them.' 

" Vow, therefore,' thua eaith the Lord: 'Behold, I frame 
evil Bgainit you, and deviie a device against 700. Ketnm 
je now errery one from hie evil way, and amend four ways 
and your deeds.' " 

Several of the Jerusalem prophets, upon Jeremiah's 
coming to the Temple, gathered quickly in Pashhur's 
chambers to talk the matter over. They had thought 
that the charge of blasphemy had frightened Jere- 
miah BO that he would not return; but here he was 
again, as' persistent in his course as ever. Not one 
was willing to admit that there was some truth in 
Jeremiah's pleadings and threats, but all of them 
come to this conclusion : 
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Pasbhur listened to all their talk with amusemsnt. 
Jeremiah had heen a nuisance around the Temple, of 
which he waa chief officer, long enough. Here was 
his chance to fix him, he thought. 

"Come, and let ue smite him with the tongue?" 
he asked, with a jeering laugh. He told them that 
thej were fools to argue with the peat. He would 
show them how to deal with him. 

Pashhur buckled up his mantle, gritting his teeth. 
He fairly ran to the open place where Joremiah was 
speaking. He hurst through the crowd with curses 
upon them all. Facing Jeremiah, he shouted: 

"Thou — " but his anger and hate overcame him. 
He almost foamed at the mouth with rage and could 
not speak a word. 

Before Jeremiah understood what the matter was, 
Pashhur slapped him on both cheeks with his hands. 
Then he struck him square on the jaw with his right 
list — and Jeremiah dropped to the slabbed marble of 
the courtyard, where he had been standing. 

The crowd was startled and amazed at what bad 
happened. But Pashhur gave no opportunity for 
remonstrance. A number of the Temple guards, who 
had come up with their chief, dispersed the people 
with curses and blows. 

Pashhur stood over the prostrate body of Jeremiah, 
like the victor over his defeated adversary — ^waiting 
for him to show signs of rising that he might strike 
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him again. When Jeremiah regained consciousness, 
howerer, the brutal Pashhur had thought better of it. 
Another such blow and he would have killed the 
prophet — and Pashhur knew the law on shedding 
innocent blood. 

Therefore, when Jeremiah had fuUj recovered and 
had once more risen to his feet, Paahhur arrested him 
and had him led to the upper Temple gate, which is 
the gate of Benjamin. Tha« he put him into the 
stocks with his own hands. 

That whole daj and that whole night J^vmiah 
renuuned pilloried. Hundreds of people passed him. 
Some, urged on by the priests and the false prophets, 
mocked at him ; some, pitying him from the depths of 
their hearts, sympathized with him; some spat upon 

Near the piUory, all that day and night, there 
hovered a gray-haired Ethiopian who longed to speak 
a word of cheer and cMnfort to the unfortunate 
prophet and to ^ve him water to drink and food to 
sat, but be dared not because of the guard that 
Pashhur had placed over him. 

During all the terrible agony and shame, Jeremiah 
did not utter a loud word of complaint or condemna- 
ti<m. 

On the following morning Pashhur ordered Jere- 
miah to be brought to his chamber. There twenty- 
one stripes were administered to him; and after 
warning him never to enter Jerusalem again, Pashhur 
ordered him to leave the <nty and be thankful he 
wasn't carried out of it a corpse. 
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Before going, however, Jeremiah turned on Fash- 
hur and said to him : 

'TThe Lord hath not called ttij name Pashhur, bnt Hftgor 
(Terror), for thos Baith the Lord: 'Behold I Bm sboat to 
m^e tbee a terror to thyself and to all thy friendB; and they 
■hall fall by the aword of your enemy before your very eyes. 
Bnt thee and all Judah will I give into the handi of the 
King of Babylon, and he will carry them !uto captivity and 
•lay them with the aword. 



the hands of their enemies, and they abB.!! carry them away 
to Babylon; and thou and all that dwell in thy house shall 
KO into captivity, and thou shalt die at Babylon and be hurled 
uere, together with all thy friend* to whom thou halt 
prophesied falsely.' " 

Here, for the first time, Jerauiah spoke of Babylon 
aa the source from which all the evil impending over 
Judah was to come. For, one of the Elders who had 
accompanied him to Tophet, the day before, heul 
whispered to him that Jehoiakim was preparing for a 
revolt from Nebuchadrezzar. 

The reason why such a dangerous idea had entered 
the mind of Jehoiakim wba that Nebuchadrezzar had 
received word, while yet at Riblah, that his father, 
Nahopolasaar, had died. Without delay, and before 
having subdued the Palestinian states to his entire 
satisfaction, he marched to Babylon to be crowned and 
to establish himself Imnly upon his throne. 

Jehoiakim thought he saw an opportunity here to 
regain his independence. Jeremiah knew how fool- 
hardy and impossible this undertaking would be. He 
so informed Fashhur, therefore, and received a kick 
and a cuff for his pains, as a farewell from that 
worthy <^ceT apon leaving Jerusalem. 
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The Wot of the Prophet. 

**Wlnit nowP" Jeremiah asked hinwelf. 

Without an idea as to That his next move should 
be or where he should now turn, he took the road 
leading to Anathoth. 

A day and a night in the stocks and the smarting 
lashes at Fa8bhur*s hands, had given him a tast« 
of martyrdom, and left him sick of heart and eoul. 
He wanted to go home! Yes, he would go bmne 
where he would find, among his relatives and those 
dear to him> the shelter and comfort and rest that he 
Itmged for so much. His heart yearned for love and 
his soul for peace. 

He turned northward. Head bent, spirit (nisbed« 
wounded iq mind and in body, he approached the 
town of his birth, where he had spent the happy days 
of his youth, where he had received his call to proph- 
esy, that ended now in humiliation and disgrace. 

The painful, bitter thoughts tliat passed throuf^ 
his mind were suddenly disturbed by the noise of 
someone running toward him and calling his name. 
Jeremiah looked up to see young Baruch, all out of 
breath, coming toward him, both his aims waving in 
the air as if giving a warning. 

"Flee, master, fleef* Baruch cried, lotting back 
in fear lest sane me was pursuing him or would 
overiiear him- 
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"Banich !" exclaimed Jeremiah, stretching out his 
^rais in welcome. The sight of the young man irai 
the first moment of joy he had had since bts en- 
counter with Pashhur. 

Baruch did sot hear the Joyous note in his master's 
greeting. His face was pale and he was trembling 
from head to foot. Mechanically he ran into Jere- 
miah's embrace, bnt did not return it. Facing 
Anathoth and pointing toward it, he whispered, 
rapidly, "They have devised devices against thee, 
saying, 'Let us destroy the tree with the fruit thereof ; 
let us cut him off from the land of the living, that 
his name may he no more remembered.' " 

Jeremiah finally succeeded in calming Baruch and 
drew out of him the fact that his cousins had con- 
spired to Idll him, and that, to save himself, he must 
not enter Anathoth. 

Jeremiah's family had been poor but respectable 
citizens of Anathoth for many generations. They 
traced their ancestry hack to Eli and to the high 
priest, Ahiathar, who served in the Temple during 
the time of David, but whom Solomon banished to the 
suburb. 

His relatives had always looked upon Jeremiah as 
the black sheep of the family. Now, in addition to 
their poverty, he had cast ridicule upon them by bis 
actions, and contempt by his punishment in the stocks. 
So they decided to put him out of the way and be 
rid of him, once for all. 

By this time the two men had readied the gray, 
barren hillside fnxn lAmb the Jordan valley and the 
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Dead Sea can be Been in the diitance. It was liere 
where Jeremiah received his call and oomminicMi to be 
a prophet to hi» pe<^>le. With deep emotaon did he 
now bewail his lot : 



The injustice and the unrighteoosnesa of it all came 
to him more forcibly at this plaoe of sacred n 
and he cried; 



"Oh, Lord Qod of Hott^ wbo Jndgect rl^lamuly, who 
trieat the heart and the mind, I ifaall lee Ihj Tnnflwmnfi on 
tbem; for unto thiee hare I renaled ntf oanae." 

In the bitterness of his spirit he could no longer 
restrain his woe. Outcast and disgraced, persecuted 
in Jerusalem and his life sought for bj his own 
family, Jeremiah cursed the very day of his bdrth: 

"Cnroed be th« dtj In whtoh I wm bon. 
het not the day wherein mj motber bote me be bleswd. 
Cursed be the man who brought joyfol tiding* to my father, 

•ajing, 
'A man child is bom to thee,' makiiiK him vetr ^wL 
Let that man be ■• the cities wbkh the Lord pitOeaily 

orerthrew, 
Beoanse he did not let me die. 
Why was I bora to tee labor and lorrow, 
That my daja ehonld be ooDKUoed wiUi shamar* 

Baruch did noA break in upon the grief and 
anguish of Jeremiah. He turned away, sat down 
quietly at the foot <^ a tree and liiteaed, with a f aat- 
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beating heart, to tiie Boba that were racking the very 
frame of hia beloved teacher. 

For a long time the two sat there, each engrosBed 
in his own thought*. The tree-clad hilla of Gilead, 
to the ntHtiheast of them, were now bathed in tBe deep 
shadows cast bj the rapidly setting sun. Banidt 
walked over to Jeremiah and laid a light hand upon 
his shoulder. Jeremiah felt his presence but did not 
raise his head. 

"Master!" Baruch called softly. 

Jeremiah looked up into a teai^stained face in 
which he read sympathy, love and sincere devotion. 
He arose slowly. The lines of a faint smile of appre- 
dation played about his mouth. He grasped the 
young man in his embrace and clung to him as if he 
were his only remaining hope. 

"Baruch ! Baruch !" he cried, in a tear-choked voice, 
and held him tight and stroked his head and kissed 
his forehead. The boy melted into tears in the man's 
almost crashing embrace, and his very soul went out 
to him in sympathy and love. 

There in the twilight, the bond of friendship had 
been estabhshed between Jeremiah and Barut^, to be 
broken only in death! 

Barutdi attempted to comfort his friend, but he 
at once saw the hopelessness of the task. 

Then he suggested to Jeremiah tiiat they run 
away, that they go to Babylonia, to Egypt, any- 
where, to escape the horror of it all at home. But 
Jeremiah showed him the uselessneu of trying to run 
away from duty's call: 
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"And if I t*j, I wlU not think of. it nor cpMk *ii7 more in 



There was a fire bamiog irithin \he heart of 
Jeremiah, impelliDg him to prophesy. He could not 
help himself! He vould not escape it! 

And, what is more, that day of woe and trial, and 
the night that followed, bound up Barudi's destiny 
with that of Jeremiah. 



D.a.t.zsd by Google 



Cbaftbb XTIT. 
Teacher and PupU. 

Wonderful is the love of teacher and pupil 1 There 
II no blood relatiomhip to fuae that love. No selfish- 
ness enters into it. There is only the common interest 
of the spirit upon which it feeds and grows. It is, 
Uierefore, a love of the purest type. 

Such a love was that of Jeremiah and his pupil, 
Barucb. Just as the friendship between Josiah and 
Jeremiah was lasting, because as boys they passed 
through the same danger at the time of tiie death 
of Josiah's father, and just as the friendship be- 
tween David and Jonathan before them was knit 
doeely together at the time when David was in 
flight before the anger of King Saul, so Jeremiah 
and Baruch were closely bound together in friendship 
and love from the very first night that they spent 
outside of Anathoth together, when the pupil saved 
his teacher's life from the conspiracy of his rela- 
tives. 

Who knows what would have happened to the 
despondent, disgraced, heart-broken old man that day 
had not Baruch warned him of the fate that awaited 
him in his home townl 

Yes I At fifty Jeremian was an old man. Hia 
beard was gray, his hair white, hrs shoulders prema- 
turely bent. Deep wrinkles, lines of care and woe, 
were furrowed in his face. Only at times, when he 
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d^vered hu fler; addresses to the people fsr when he 
cour&geotialy faced an enemy like Puhhor, would 
he straighten up to his full height and show a 
semblance of his gaunt fonn and strong physique. 

Teacher and pupil passed many days and ni^ts 
together in the foothills, undecided on the next step 
for Jeremiah to take. Just then he dared go natber 
to Anatboth nor to Jerusalem-^-and Barudi would 
sot leave him. 

Fortunately, for both of them, old Ebed-^ndecht 
who had followed Jeremiah from the pQIory to Posb- 
hor's chamber and frcun there, at a distance, whm 
he started for Anatboth, brought them food and drink 
late that first night of their hiding, and omtinaed 
to do so every sight. 

For the present Jeremiah had little hope of return- 
ing to his task in Jerusalem. He, therefore, oftoi 
prayed to God in behalf of his people; but ahraya 
the answer came back to him : 

"Seeat thoa not wh&t tiiej do In the oIUm of Jndib 
and in the streets of JerusslemT 
Therefore ynj not thou for these people^ 
Neither lift up cry nor prayer tttr tMia, 
Neither make interoession to me. 
For I will not hear thee." 

But the effect of prayer is mightier upon the ptse- 
Bons who pray than upon those prayed tar. While 
Jeremiah's prayers could not bring ha.ck. the people 
of Judah to just and righteous lives without effort 
on their own part, and while Jeremiah knew well 
enough that God could not save these pe<^le simply 
because he prayed for them, yet the very act of pray- 
ing brou^t cotnf ort and consdation to the distracted 
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Bod despcmdent propliet and to his loving papil who 
clung to him. 

Aft«r Bome days apent in diuussing Tarious plans 
for returning to Jerusalem, an inspiration came to 
Jeremiah. He would write out the addresses he had 
preriousl; delivered io Judah and Jerusalem and add 
such new thoughts as occurred to him, exactly as the 
Prophet Amos had done when he was driTen out of 
Bethel to Tekoah! 

Many weeks were then spent by Jeremiah in dic- 
tating, and by Banich in writing down the prophe- 
cies. At last, when the scroll was completed and 
Baruch looked up into Jeremiah's face, as if to ask 
"What now?" Jeremiah took the young man by the 
shoulders and looking strai^t into his eyes, said 
to him: 

"I cannot go into the honM of Um Lord; QierefoTe, go thou, 
•nl read in Ue roll, whioh tlum baat written fnnii my motrtli, 
the word* of the Lord in the ears of the people, in the Lord'a 
bouw npon tlie faot-daj; and thou also ahalt read tbem in tlM 
ears of all Judah that come out of their oitiM. 

"It may be the; wlU prewnt their supplication befoi« the 
Lord, and will retnra ererj one fnnn hia evil mj; for great 
ia the anger and the wrath that the Lord hath pronowHwd 
•gainst this people. 

"It may be that the bouse of Judah will hear all the evil 
wMoh purpose to do tmto them; that they may return erety 
man from hia eril way; that I may forgive their iniqui^ and 
their sin." 

This suggestion, or rather command, for the mo- 
ment stunned Baruch. He was not prepared to devote 
his life to the work. of God in behalf of his people, 
as his master had done. The son and heir of Neriah, 
Baruch had a splendid future before him. He was 
a young man, full of hope that his country's trouble 
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would end, and full of ambition to becrane a great 
man in Judali's history; but he knew that if he ac- 
cepted the roisBion that the prophet was entrusting to 
bim, he might as well give up all thought of nidi a 
future. The same fate that had overtaken Jeremiah 
would probably overtake him, too. 

All this Baruch had told Jeremiah with hesitation 
and a trembling voice. Jeremiah, both his hands 
resting on the young man's shoulders, listened very 
sympathetically. He knew that the great ambitions 
c^ bis pupil could never be reaUted. The country 
was doomed to destruction, unless a great religious 
and moral revolution should change the character 
and the lives of the people. 

For a moment Jeremiah looked straight into 
Baruch's eyes with the tenderness of a mother. Then, 
embracing him tightly in his arms, be pressed him 
to bis heart and said : 

"0 BKTiMb! Thon didst m;, Woe U hm bow I for tiM 
Lord hKth adJed sorrow to mv pkin; I am w«arj with my 
rroaning — tad I find no rest Thiu ahalt thou saj onto him. 
Thus Mith the Icrd: 'Behold, that which I han built will 
I break down and that which I have planted I will pluck apt 
and thie In the whole land.' 

"'And seekest thou great thing* for thyself I Seek tbem 
Dot; for, behold, I will briiiff evil upon all flesh,' saith the 
Lord; 'but thy life will I gin unto tlwe for a pn^ tn all 
pUoei whither thou goest.' "* 

For a long time Baruch's head was buried in Jere- 
miah's arms. Neither spoke a word. Finally, when 
Jeremiah released Baruch from his embrace, the young 
man's knees were shaking and he would have dropped 
to the ground but for the support of Jeremiah's 
hands. 



D.a.t.zsd by Google 



TEACHER AND PUPIL. M» 

Tears streamed down hin face. Baruch kissed his 
master's hands again and agfun and cried out that 
he would go, that he would do Jeremiah's bidding, 
which was God's bidding. "And Baruch, the son of 
Neriah, did according to all that Jeremiah, the 
prophet, commanded him," and he went down to 
Jerusalem and "read in the book, the words of the 
I^rd, in the Lord's house." 
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Basmch'i Pint Fmtwv. 

It iras the jear after, that ib 60S, \he fifth year 
of the reign of Jehoiakim, and the ninth month, 
that Baruch took the completed scroll and went down 
to JeruBalem. 

He had timed his coming "so as to arrive at the 
Temple on a great fast-day, when many pe<^e were 
in the Temple courts attending to their sacrifices. 

The young man met very few whom he knew and 
was practically lost in the crowd. Standing at the 
new gate in the upper court of tiie Temple, the ixie 
built by Josiah, Baruch was wondering what to do. 
The day was rather cold and everyone was hurrying 
about his duties, personal or reUgious, or else seddng 
a place of warmth and shelter. 

Baruch could see no chance of gathering a crowd, 
to whom to read from his scroU. lake every young 
man who is about to attempt a big and nniunal thing, 
Baruch hesitated. Then he decided to give up for 
the presoit and try again scsne other time. He 
tucked tlie scroll under his aim and prepared to go 
down fnnn the Temple Mount into the city. 

Just as he turned to pass through the gate, how- 
ever, he ran into no less a prominent personage than 
Gcmariah, srai of Shapban and brother of Ahikam, 
who had defended Jsxvnaali during his trial at tiiis 
very gate. 
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Gcmariah knew Baruch and greeted him most 
kindly. Baxuch, too, was delighted to find someone 
he knew. After (Semariah had inquired about Ana- 
thoth and Baruch's family, he asked "What is that 
scroll?" Baruch replied that it was something he 
desired to read to the people assembled in the Temple. 

Gem&riah laughed affectionately, slapped the young 
man heartily on the shoulder and asked whether it was 
Btane new poem or tale ot adventure that he had writ- 
ten. Baruch replied simply that it was something 
he desired to read in the hearing of the assembled 
people. Gemariah laughed again and very generously 
offered him one of the chambers above the new gate 
for his purpose. Then he actually sent out a crier 
to assemble a crowd for the young author. With 
expressions of good wishes Gremariah left Baruch and 
proceeded to the place of the king, where, in the 
chambers of the chief scribe, a meeting of the king's 
counselors had been called to discuss Jehoiakim's pro- 
posed T&roit from Nebuchadrezzar. 

Before long, Gemariab's chamber was overflowing 
and Baruch was reading from the scroll. His voice 
was clear and strong. He was evidently very wdl 
acquainted with fais text, for be emphasized and en- 
thused over particular passages with all the power 
of an orator: 

Thus Mdth tlw Lord: 

"Cursed ii the mui thftt tnutoth in man, ftnd msketh 
8m1i his ami, and whoae heart departeth fTom Um Lord. For 
be *hall b« like the heath in the desert, and shall not sea 
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WftUr*, that iprwdeth out its root* by the riTer, uid shall 
■ot fe«r when heat oonieth, but it« leaf aluUl be green; and 
■hall not be anxious in tbe year of drought, neither shall 
esas* from yielding fruit. 

Then Baruch turned to a passage of a different 
character. He was following a pre-arranged program. 
He aimed at interesting his audience first with selec- 
tions of poetic charm and beaut;. So he read: 



The heart la deceitful above all things, and it Is ezoeed- 
ingly eorrupt; who can know itT I, tbe Lord, search tli« 
muid, I ti7 the heart, even to give every man sceording to his 
wtja, according to the fruit of his doing. As the partridge 
that sitteth on ems that she hath not laid, so is he tfasit 
Mtteth riches, and not by right; in the midst of his days 
UMiy shall leftve him, and at his e - • .. 



s end he shall be a fool." 



These beautiful figures of speech brought Baruch 
a round of applause. He now had his audience; so 
he proceeded, and, with the fire and fervor of a J»e- 
miah, delivered the following: 

"The Bin of Judah Is written with a pen of iron, and with 
the point of a dianund; It Is graven upon the tablet of 
your heart, and upon the bams (5 your altar. 

"Thus Bslth the Lord of hosts: 

" 'Because ye have not he<trd my words, behold I will send 
mi take all the families of the north,' aaith the I«rd, 'and 
J wi ' send unto you NebuchadresEar, the kins ot Babylon, 
my servant, and ^'ill bring thorn against this land, and against 
the inhabitants thereof, and against all these nations round 
abont; and I will utterly destroy them, and make them an 
astonishment, and a hissing, and perpetual desolations. 

" 'Moreover, I will take from them the voice ot mirth and 
the voice of gladfaess, the voice of the bridegroom and tbe voice 
of the bride, the sound of tbe millstonei) and the light of Uie 
lamp. And this whole land shall be a desolation and an 
astonishment; and these nations shall aervt tne king of Bal^- 

Ah! The voimg man, then, was a prophet! This 
was evident to everyone. He was speaking as did 
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the Prophet Uriah, whom the king had put to death* 
and as spoke the Prophet Jeremiah vho, Uut year, 
had been pilloried and driven out of Jerusalem ! 

Murmurs of astonishment and of pitj arose frmn 
the audience. Men whispered to each other about 
the briUiant young man's probable arrest, punishment 
and, perhaps, death. Barach felt instinctiTely the 
drift of the (XHiTersations, and smiled. With a well- 
selected passage he brought the talkers back to atten- 
tion by the power and forcefulness of his oratory. 
He was a transformed man, cool, collected, eyes ablaze 
and peering at the very souls of his hearers. He held 
them and swayed them and finally moved nuiny to 
tears and to ask, "Wherefore hath the Jjxcd pro- 
nounced all this great evil against mi" "What is our 
iniquity F" "What is our sin that we have committed 
against the I^rd our God?" 

Now Baruch told them who he was and whose the 
addresses were. And in answer to the questions put 
to him he quoted from Jeremiah : 

"BeoKtue joar fatheri have forMtken me, saith the Lord, 
and haire walked after cither gods, and hairs Kired them, 
and have worshiped them, and hiTe foraakea me, and have 
not kc^ mj law; and ye havre dime evil more than your 
fathen; for, behdd, ye walk everj one after the atuUioTntieM 
of his evil heart, bo that ye hearken not unto me; therefore 
will, I east you forth out of this land, into the hiid that ya 
have not known, neither ye nor your fathers." 

It was, indeed, fortunate for Bantch that none of 
the Temple prophets happened to be in the audience. 
There was present, however, a young man who was at 
first amused at Barudi's poetic fancies, then interested. 
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then outraged when he discovered that he was liaten- 
ing to Jeremiah's prophesies. This young man was 
Micaiah, son of Gronariah, in whose chamber Baruch 
was speaking. 

Now, Micaiah, grandson of the illustrious Shaphan, 
was growing up to be a different type from his noble 
ancestor. He was proud of his father's posHicMi at 
cpurt and in the temple. He moved in the (Juncest 
royal circles and was a devoted court follower. 

When Barudi had finished his answer to the ques- 
tioners, Macaiah had had enough. Without a w<»d 
he made his way through the crowd and ran all the 
way to the palace where, he knew, his father was 
at the counsel of the princes. 

Post-haste and out of breath, be entered the scribe's 
chamber and repeated, as best he could, the words 
he had heard Baruch read out of the book to the 
people. 

Here was a very awkward situation. The princes 
admitted Jeremiah's cleverness and Boruch's courage ; 
but just at this time, when the king was contemplat- 
ing rebellion from Babylonia, such preaching was 
treasonable and would prove injurious to the cause. 

They held a hurried conference. Some were for 
the immediate arrest of Baruch; some were for his 
immediate death; some, who were opposed to re- 
bellion, were for hearing the book read to them. 
Among the latter was Gemariah. One of their num- 
ber, therefore, Jehudi by name, was despatched to the 
Temple with orders to bring Baruch and his scroll 
to the palace. 
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Tht Eing Heart and AcU, 

Jehudi arrived in Gkmarioh's chamber to hear Ba- 
ruch finish this : 

-TioM Mith Ue Lord: 

'"Let not the wise nuiii gloiy Id his wiadotn; neitber let 
tbe migfatf man glory in hji m:ght. Let not the rich man 
glory ia U« riches; but let him thmt glorleth, glory in thii, 
tluit be bath nnderttaudinK. and knovreth me, that I am the 
Lord who exereiseth loTing^lndneie, jtu^tice and righteoUBnesa 
In the eart^; for in theie things I delight, aaith the Lord.'" 

Jdiudi poshed his way roughly through the crowd 
to Baruch. He laid his hand upcm the speaker's 
shoulder and ordered him, in the name of the princes, 
to accompany him. 

Baruch did not hesitate. His mind had been made 
up to face any consequences that might result from 
his mission. His heart, therefore, was strong and he 
accompanied Jehudi without protest. 

Some of the princes marveled at the youth of 
Baruch, when they beheld him. He felt much reas- 
sured when Gemariah stepped forward, smiled at him 
and took the scroll from his hands. The son of 
Sbaphan glanced at several columns of the scroll, 
returned it to Baruch and said: 

"Bit dowa, now, and read it in oar ears." 

While selecting his passages, Baruch thought very 
quickly. Why not select prophecies that these princes 



DiqitizsObyGOO^^lc 



840 STOHIES OP THE PROPHETS. 

waiAd repeat to the king? Nothing could plesse hi> 
master more than that Jehoiakim should hear; psr- 
hapa, at last, he would undentand. Therefore Borucb 
chose the following, addressed to the "King of Judah 
that sittest upon the throne of David, thou and thy 
serrants and thy people**. 

"I!zMut« j« JnatiM and TighteouaneM and deliver him that 
la robbed oat of the hand of the oppreaaor; and do no wroag, 
do no violence, t> the aojoumer, the latherleia, nor the widow; 
neither abed innooent blood in thia place. 

"For if fe do thia thing, indeed, then ahaJl there enter in 
by the gate* of thia hauae Icinge aitting npon the throne of 
David, riding in ohariota and on horses, he, and his servants 
But if yt will not heax these words, I awear 



As Baruch proceeded, he noted the restlessnen of 
the princes under the thunderbolt denuDciations coor 
tained in his master's words. So, he selected tot hii 
concluding passage this warning: 

"For thua a«ith the Lord oonoemlng the home of the ldi)( 
of Jndah: 

"Thou art Qlleftd unto me, and the head of Lebanon: 
yet cuicly I will malu thee a wilderness, and cities which are 
not inhabited. 

" 'And I will prepare destroyers againat thee, every ooo 
with his weapona; and they shall cut down thy choice cedar% 
and cart them into the flre. 

" 'And many nations shall paaa ^thls city, and they shall 
ny every man to his neighbor, "Wherefore hath the Lc«d 
done thus unio this great city I" Then they shall anamr, 
"Because they foraocdc the covenant of the Lard their Qod, 
and worshiped other gods, snd served them." ' " 

Upon hearing this, the princes "turned in fear one 
toward another," and the spokesman said, "We will 
sorely tell the king of all these words." 

Baruch was happy. His first venture upon his mjs- 
■ion had proved more successful than even JertaoMh 
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could hare hoped. He handed the scroll to Jehudi, 
expressed his thanks for the courtesy shown him, 
made his adieus and prepared to leave. Ckmariah 
■topped him at the entrance, however, and said to him* 
waminglj and with emphasis : 

"Qo, bide tliee, tlum and Jeremiah, sad l«t no man know 
whare f« are." 

Baruch left the palace completely satisfied. Not 
only had he read the prophecies to the people, but 
also to the princes; and now the princes themselves 
were to read them to the Icing. On his way to Jere- 
miah's hiding place, however, scHne of the joy in 
his heart left him, because, thinking of Gemariah'a 
suggestion, he feared lest the anger of the king 
should be aroused and a search be sent out for Jere* 
miah with the purpose of arresting him. 

The winter palace was one of the achievements upon 
which Jehoiakim always congratulated himself because 
of its structure and beauty. Gremariah and the 
princes found the king in the sun parlor. Though 
the day was bright and clear, it was unusually cold. 
A charcoal fire in an Assyrian-wrought brass brazier, 
provided warmth for Jehoiakim who, at this time, 
was by no means a well man. 

The king was greatly amused by Gemariah's stoiy 
of the inddents at the Temple gate and in the scribe's 
chamber. He laughed heartily at the fact that Ne- 
riah's son was turning prophet. 

Jehoiakim asked to see the scroll. Gremariah, not 
knowing what the king's attitude would be, had left 
it behind. Jehudi was sent for it. Jdioiakim seated 
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binuelf emnfortabl; in front of the bimzier, niaiie tbe 
princea irere atandiDg, and ordered Jehudi to read to 

Jehudi had read but three or four columns wbeo the 
king, to the amazement of the princes, roae and im 
anger snatched it out of his hands. 

He glanced through parts of the papyrus, and, 
with an amused smile, took a penknife out of his robe 
and began to slice the scroll into pieces. 

Sereral of the princes appealed to the king not to 
destroj it. In reply, Jehm^dm walked up and down 
the chamber, cursing and swearing that sudi things 
should be in his kingdom. He punctuated his remarks 
by throwing piece after piece of the BCroU into the 
brazil until it was all consumed. Then he dismissed 
the princea, called them back and ordered that the 
army prepare for rebellion, dismissed them again, once 
more called them back and gave command that Jere- 
miah and Baruch be found and brought before him* 
dead or alive. 
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Begianing of the End. 

Jeremiah iraited eagerly for the retom of Bamch 
and listened most attentively to the story of his ad' 
venture at the Temple and in the palace of the king. 
His pupil's bravery and courage in trying moments 
pleased the master greatly, and he complimented 
Bamch on his achievements thus far. The question of 
the restoration of the scroll never entered Jeremiah's 
mind at all, on account of his gladness in having hod 
his discourses brought home to the king. 

Three days later, however, Ebed-melech hrought 
with the provisions the news that Jehoiakim had 
humed the scroll. Upon hearing this, all the spirit 
of hopefulness left Jeremiah. He lost his temper 
and, at once, dictated the following prophecy against 
Jehoiakim: 



Mid destroy this land, «iid shall utose to eeue from t 
mBn and beaatl"' 

"Therefore, thus mith the Lord ooneemliig Jehoiakitii, king 
of Jodtth: 

" 'He shall hare none to ait npon the throne of David; and 
Mb dead bod; shall be otMt out la the day to the heat, 
and in the night to the frost. And I will punieli him and his 
seed and his Mrranta for their iniquity; and I will bring 
upon them, and upon the inhabitanta of Jenualem, and upon 
the mm of Judab, all the «TJ1 that X hare proBonneed against 
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Then Jeremiah took another papyrus and be^sn 
once more the laborioas task of dictating his discounes 
to Bonich. 

Those were indeed days of pain and sorroir ttae 
Jeremiah and fioruch. They were not troubled to 
much by Jehoi&kim's designs upon their lives — tor 
Ebed-melech kept them well informed on the prognas 
of the search — as they were by the preparations tor 
rebellioD. They knew that this was the begimilng (^ 
the end. 

At <Hie time the faithful, old Ethit^ian warned 
them that the search party was near at hand. They 
were forced to hide in a cave for two days. It waa 
then that Jeremiah cried : 



This danger past, Jeremiah and Banidi continued 
their laborious task of finishing the new scroll of 
prophecies. Thai came Spring, and with it Jehoia- 
kim's rebellion. 

Nebuchadrezzar had not yet fully established him- 
self on his throne in Babylon. He was too busy to deal 
with the rebeUious Judean, himself. So he ordered a 
guerrilla warfare to be carried on hy detached troops 
in all parts of Judah. It was only a question of time, 
however, when Nebuchadrezzar would invade Judah 
with his entire army and crush Jehoiakim like a snail 
under foot. No wonder that Jeremiah asked : 

"Who irill hM.re pit; oa thM, Jonualemt 

Or who will boiDMii UmT 

Or who wHl turn Mide to Mk for thjr walianT" 
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His grief was not alone for the great and glorious 
city and for its people, but for binuelf aa well, that 
he should have to witnesa what he knew was inevi- 
table: 

"Oh, that I could comfort myself kgslnrt ioitowI 
My heut is faint within me. 
Tbe hsrreet ii psst, the nimmer U ended and ws ftre 

not Hived. 
For the hurt of the dsucht«r of my p«ople sm I hurt. 
I mourn; dismsy hath taken hold of ma. 
la then no bsun in Oiledult 
Is tliere no phyaioiBii there T 

Why, then, is not the health of the daughter of my 
people leeoveredt 

"Ob, that my head were water* and mine eyea s foun- 
tain of tears. 

That I might weep day and night for the slain of tlie 
daughter of my people. 

Oh, that I had is the wilderness a lodging plsoe of 
wayfaring men; 

That I might Imtc my people and go from them." 

This despondency and hopelessness did not last 
long, however. As Nebuchadrezzar's guerrillas con- 
tinued their cruel and merciless warfare, destroying 
crops and whole villages, Jeremiah determined that 
he must once more return to Jerusalem. He was 
ready and willing to pay for his efforts in behalf of 
his country with his life, if need be. 

A comforting and encouraging message came to 
him from God, at this time: 



againit thee, for I am with thee to save thee and to deliver 
thee. 

"Aiti I will deliver thee oat of the hand of the wicked, 
and I will redeem thee out of the hand of the terrible." 
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Bat Boruch ftiid Ebed-melech counseled agunst 
undue risks. They had heard that the Rechabites, 
that tribe of wanderiog nomads, which, because of 
the TOW their ancestor, Jonadab, son of Rechab, had 
taken nerer to settle permanently in anj definite place 
and never to follow agricultural pursuits, had been 
drivoi south by the marauding guerrillas and were 
making their way toward Jenualon. Jeremiah and 
Barueb fell in with them and came, unobserred, into 
the city. 

Many strange atones had been told about these 
nomads and the whole population turned out to gape 
and wonder at them. Jeremiah directed them to tiw 
Tonple, and hundreds of people followed them. 

At the Temple, Jeremiah ordered bowls of wine 
and cups and invited the Rechabites to refresh them- 
selves with drink. 

Jazaniah, their leader, arose in his place and, with 
a courteous bow to Jeremiah, replied: 

"Wfl drink no wine. For, Jonkdsb, our fatlwr, ocmnnsnded 
ni: Te ■ball never drink wine, ceither je nor your mtoM. 
And we kkre obediently done jurt U Jonadab, our forefather. 



This incident gave Jeremiah the opportunity once 
more to pen his artillery against the people of Judah 
and Jerusalem. 

Thns ulth tbe Lord: 

" 'Will be not leam initfuetlon as to how one should 
keed my words T For, while the lone of Jonadab, Mm eon of 
Baehib> hsive perfonned the oommujd of their forefather, thii 
people hath not hearkened unto me.' 

"Tbnelon, thus soitb the Lord: rBefaDld I tm abont to 
Iwing upon Judah and the inhabitants ot Jemsalem all th* 
•vil thsX I have nronounoMl aMinat tluim.' " 
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Jereuaah thus revealed dramaticall; the meaning 
1^ all his preaching. Just as the Rechabites had 
r^nained faithful to the ancient vow of their ances- 
tors, BO must Judah ronain faithful to the covenant 
between them and their Giod, if the country was to 
be SBTed from the hands of the Babylonians. 

Yet, this proved to be but one more act in the 
hopeless part that Jeremiah was playing in the drama 
of Judah. Hopeless, indeed, it was now. As Jere- 
miah himself expressed it: 

"Gu tin BtUwiu chuge Ui skin, 
Or the leopard his ipotat 
Ulan may je alm> do good 
That are tangiit to ao evU." 

The very next year, the year 69T, N^cIuHrezzar 
gathered his full army at Biblah and prepared to 
tnani on JeruMlexn. 
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CHArm XVn. 
The Firit Deportation. 

Poor, miaerable Jehoiolum ! He wu not even given 
an opportuoitj to meet Nebuchadrezzar on the battle- 
field in a single engagement. The Babylonian had 
hardly entered Judean territory when Jehoiakim died 
and was buried with his ancestors. 

Of course, Jeremiah's prohecy, at the moment of 
his anger, that Jehoiakim'a body would be thrown to 
the dogs, did not come true; but the king's death 
did not in any way put off the calamity that was to 
befall Jerusalem and its people. Up<»i hearing of 
Jehoiakim's death, Nebuchadrezzar, at Riblah has- 
tened his preparations to besiege Jerusalem. 

An eighteen-year-old boy, Coniah, also known as 
Jehoiachin. succeeded bis incapable father to the 
throne. 

Jeremiah's advice to the young king was to sub- 
mit to Nebuchadreszar and ranain in peace. The 
pcdicy of Nebuchadrezzar, with regard to his depen- 
dencies, was that of peace. As long as they did not 
rebel and paid their tribute, he left them entirely 
undisturbed to work out their own futures. 

So Jeremiah hoped that if Jehoiachin would at 
once show his willingness to be honest with Nebuchad- 
rezzar, there would still be a chance for the country. 
Therefore he sent this message to the king: 
248 
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'Vaf to tba king And to the queen mother, 'Sit ye dvra 
Pbr fran the liead h&th fftUm your fair orown.' " 

Urged on by the queen mother and his father*! 
couiueloFs, however, Jehoiachin proposed to bold oat 
against the Babjloniao siege. Jeremiah, therefore^ 
delivered the following oratim in Jerusalem: 

"As I liTC, ssitb the Lord, thou(^ Oniiah (JehoUchln), 
the M» »f Jehloakbn, wen the aignet riiw upon mv Tight liuid, 
I would lin^ him tlienoe. And I will sive uiee into tiie 
luutd of Utem that ttk thy life, whom tbou dreulMt, Into 
tba hands of tiie ChsldtMia, and I will hurl thee forth, and 



h deepieed as ■■ lo^en veuel uid thrown forth 
Into a land which he knoweth noti O land, land, hear the 
word of the LordI Write down this man aa ohildlseal For 
BO man at his seed ahall prosper, sitting upon the throne 
of Dwrid sad ruling any mors In Judah." 

But Jehoiachin continued his stubborn defense 
until, driven by the horrors of famine, he 



On this unconditional surrender, Nebuchadrezzar 
determined never again to be troubled by stiff-necked, 
rd>elliouB Judah. To that end he thoroughly ran- 
sacked the treasuries of the Temple and of the royal 
palace. He took away all the gold vessels that be- 
longed to the worship of the Temple and, in addition, 
carried away 

"as e^ins, all Jenualem and all the prinoee and all the 
■■ighty Wftrriori, even ten thousand, and all the eraftamot 
and the smithaj none remained, esoept the poorest peopla of 
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"Aai im flurlad m.tn,j JdiolMhiii to BabTloii; and Hm 
klng'B motber and the Icing's wItw, and hii dumbetUina, 
and tb* chief nwB of the land ha carried into ci.ptif4tf from 
JeniMlem to Bal^Im. 

"And aU the men of abili^, erm Hren thonund, aifd the 
craAanMn and the amitha, a thonaand, all of them itrong 
and raadjr for war; Uim* fbt king of Babyloa tocft eaptlT* 
to Babylon." 

Thu WM the fint great deportation, in the year 
697- The pride and strength of the country were 
taken away and led captive to a itrange land. 

Poor Jeremiah 1 

Now he did not glory in the fact that all that he 
had spoken had finally come true. 

He wept bitterly. He mourned as if every one 
of the exiles had been his brothers and sisters. He 
could not be consoled. 

But when his first grief had wont off and the 
Prophet had a chance to study the condituHU and to 
consider the future, Grod vouchsafed to him a new 
message (oe his people — a message of hope and of 
promise. 
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In BxSe and in the Bomelaad. 

Stripped of all its best people the country was in 
s sorry plight when, in the year S96, N^uchadrezzar, 
on departing for Babylmi, raised Zedekiah to the 
throne of Judah. 

Zedeki&h was an uncle of the ill-fated J^oiachin. 
He was the third stm of Josiah, and, like his brothers, 
Jehoahaz and Jehoiakim, he was to see the fortunes 
of Judah ebb to their lowest point, and finally to 
witneM the destruction of the capital and the aid 
of Judah. 

The king had to surround himself with a vulgarg 
arrogant and uncouth set of people. All of the 
princes and leading Judeans who were taken to Baby 
Ion had been forced to sell their estates and propw- 
ties at whatever price they would bring. These va« 
bought up by anyone that came along and created 
a. class of newly-rich that the country had never had 
before. 

The court was now, therefore, composed of these 
newly-rich, who knew nothing about affairs of state, 
but who prided thnuselves oa the fact that because 
they were spared in Judah, they were the choice 
remnant of God. 

Zedekiah himself was feeble, slow to make up Ms 
mind and to come to a decision. He went to every- 
body for suggestions and hdp, including Jaemiab 
SSI 
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and the horde of false prophets that swarmed in 
Jenualem. Unfortunately, he always took the wrong 
advice. 

Notwithstanding these unpromising conditions, 
Jeremiah was fill«l with new hope for his land and 
people. He believed that now they would under- 
stand his position regarding them and the meaning 
of his constant preaching and teaching. 

One day he was walking through a fig ordiard 
near Anathoth. It was harvest time and everywhere 
there were baskets laden with figs. Under a particu- 
larly fine tree he noticed two baskets. One was filled 
with very good figs; the other with very bad met. 
Immediately he saw in them a symbol for his people. 

He compared Zedekiah, his upstart courtiers and 
tiie remnant in Jerusalem to the basket of bad figs. 
The princes, elders, mechanics and artisans, whom 
Nebuchadrezzar had carried away, he compared to 
tbe basket of good figs. There was no message of 
hope in the "bad figs" now ruling the country; 
there was hope, however, in the exiles. Theref(we 
Jeremiah sent the following letter to the Jews in 
Babylonia : 

"Build 70 booses, and dwall In tlum; tad plant gardens 
and cat the frnit ct them. TaJc« ye wives and tieaet sons 
and dangbtert; and take wWm for vour sons and gW« jonr 
dau^ten to lnubands, that tfaey ma; Mar tons and daughten; 
and mnltJplf j» tbtn, and be not diminished. 

"And seek the peace of the city whither I have eansed 
* '« earried i " ' ...-.- ■■ 

. _, thnssai 
ennplished for Bab7l<w, I will vitit yoa s . , „ 

word toward 7011, in oausing ;ou to ntum to tliis plooe. Fbr 
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I know the Uumghta that I think toward jon,' aaith Ha Lvrd, 
Hhonghta of ptmoe aad not of evil, to give ]roii hope in yonr 
tatter end. 

" 'And j« shall nail upon m^ and ;« tlMtU so and pray 
unto me, and I wUl hearken unto you. And ye shall seek ma 
and And me, when ye ahall search for me with all your heart, 
" 'And I will be found of yon,* eaith the Lord, 'and I will 
torn again vour eaptivity, and I will nther you from aJl the 
nations, and from all the places whiuer I hsTe driven you,' 
uutb the Lord; 'and I will bring you again unto the plaea 
whence I eaneed you t < be carried away ai^ti*e,' " 

Jenualem, hovever, Bvarmed with false prophet* 
who took themselves seriously. They prophesied the 
immediate fall of Babylonia; they promised the peo- 
ple that within two years the very Temple vessels 
that Nebuchadrezzar had carried away would be re- 
stored and Judah rejuvenated in its ancient glory, 

Pohticians, too, became active. Zedekiah, urged on 
by them, was making alliances with the little coun- 
tries about Jlidah, with E^m, Moab, Ammon, Tyre, 
and Sidon, for the purpose of rebellion against Baby- 
lon ; and behind them all was Pharaoh Hophrah, who 
came to the throne of Egypt in 589, and who imme- 
diately turned his eyes to Babylon, hoping to accom- 
plish what Pharaoh Necho had failed to do. 

Jeroniah denounced both prophets and politicians 
most bitterly. When ambassadors from the neighbor- 
ing states came to Jerusalem, to consult with Zedekiah 
and to receive a message from the Egyptian king 
that he was ready to send an army to assist them 
against Babylon, Jeremiah appeared in the Market 
Place with thongs and yokes around his neck and on 
his arms. He sent a yoke to each of the foreign 
wmbawdors, with a message to all of tbem aiivi>iiig 
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that they permit the yoke of Babylon to rtowiii 
around Uieir Decks, resting aamired that the nl)dlioii 
was doomed to failure. 

In the Market Place Jeremiah was met fay Hana- 
niah, one of the false prophets. Hananiah tore the 
yoke from Jeremiah's neck, broke it orer his knee and 
exclaimed: 

'Thna taitb tiM Lord: 

■"So will I break the yoke of thsklsf of Bd^lon from Uw 
DMlc o( all the n'-— ■» 



Jeremiah answ«^: 

Tluiu uith Ue Lord; 

" ThoQ hut broken the yoke of moi, hat I will msko a 
7ok« of iron. I will put a yoke of iron on the necks of all 
these peoples that they may serve the king of Babylon.' " 

And to Zedekiah he sent the following message: 

"Bring your neck Into his yoke and sem the king ol 
Babylon; for these prophets prophesy a lie to yon. 'I have not 
sent tn.m,' saith the Lord, 'and they prophesy in Kj name 
falsely, that they might drive you out, and that ye might 
perish, ttwether with Uie prophets who have prophesied falsely 
to yon.' ° 

But Jeremiah's efforts were all in rain. That 
same year, 589, the rebellion broke out. Nebuchad- 
reszar did not delay Imig. He poured his trained 
veterans into Palestine. They marched through the 
country with the ease and assurance of a hnx^ run- 
ning along in its smooth course. Within a few 
months they were before Jerusalem and, in 088, be- 
sieged it. 
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A Fnend m Need, 

Zedduali sent messenger after messeiiger into 
Egypt, urging, pleadiog, begging Hophrah to crane 
to hu assJBtaQce. 

Jereauah cried that it was too late ; that Ht^hrah 
would not come. 



Hophrah, however, did finally bestir himself. Word 
came to Jenisalem, and it readied the besieging 
forces, that a vast army of Egyptians was on the 
march northward. To the surprise of all, Nebuchad- 
rezzar withdrew from Jerusalem. 

The Jenisalem prophets were jubilant, ^ey saw 
their hopeful forecasts all fulfilled and Judah tmce 
more independent. But Jeremiah luiew better. Ha 
held out no such false hopes : 

"Behold, Pharioh's army, whldi Iuls oohm out to halp jou, 
Aall return to KgTpt. Taea th« Cbaldeuu ilMkll oome bade 
uid light againat the dty and aball take it and bum it with 
fiia. 

"Da not dweive yonruWea with the idte that the Chal- 



flght agitinit JOU, and there remaned but wounded mat, yet 
would these arise up eaofa in his tent, and bum tliU dt? 
witii fire." 

Although this sounds like a trumpet call of doom, 
Jeremiah was not without hope. The course o& 
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ereDtfl, as he bsw it, included the fall of Jodah at the 
hands of Nebachadrezcar ; but he hoped abo for at 
later rehabilitation of the land and rebuilding of the 
capital. 

Jeremiah pinned hia faith on the ezilea !n Baby- 
lonia and the certainty of their return to Judah. To 
picture bia hope vividly, he determined to purchase 
his family estate in Anathoth. While Jerusalem was 
celebrating the withdrawal of the Babylonian troops 
and awaiting the coming of Hophrah's army, Joe- 
miah, with this in mind, started for Anathoth. 

At the gates of the town, however, he was arrested 
and brought back to Jerusalem in chains. He wss 
accused of high treason, of having spied out Jenua- 
lem, and of attempting to escape to the Babyloniana 
with the secrets. Without trial he was sentenced to 
prison and jailed in the guard house of the Tonple 
gsnison. 

But this was not sufficient for the princes who had 
trumped up this charge against Jeremiah. They 
cttme to Zedekiah and charged that, by his speedws 
and actions, be was undermining discipline in the 
army and weakening the spirit of the people. They 
demanded that he be put to death. 

Zedekiah, always weak and uncertain, replied, *'Be- 
hold, he is in your hands." But they dared not kDl 
Jeremiah outright. 

'rHwn took ihej J«rem!ali utd east him into th« dstara 
that wu in the Court of tbe Oiurd; and they let down Jen- 
miah with oords. And in the oiatom there wts no water, 
bat mil*; «iid Jeremiah unk in the min." 
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There wm one person in the Court of the Gnftrd 

who might have drawn Jeremiah right up out of tlM 
dstem where he bad been left to die, had be not 
feared the wrath of the princes. It wax Ebed-meledi, 
the old, faithful friend. The Ethiopian wm not 
afraid to die; but he felt that it would be usdeM to 
attempt to spirit Jeremiah away, for both woold 
anrdy be caught He cast about for some other 
raaiu to sare him wh<mi he loved (mly as he had 
loved Josiah, the friend of his youth. 

Had Ebed-melech known, however, that Jeremiah 
was nmk thigh-deep in mud, and that he had give& 
hiiiiself up to die, he would have acted more quickly. 
It was on the second evening that he stole quieitly out 
at the palace and up to the Court of the Guards. 
With great care, so as not to be discovered, be 
crawled to the cistern prison and leaned his gray head 
on the rim to listen. Jeremiah was praying: 

"O Lord, Tlwn knoweat. 
Bemunber me and virit me. 
SiHiir that for Thy akktt I have nfFered reproach. 
ni7 words wen found, and I did wt them, 
Asd nif wor^ were imto me a jaj aod the rejoldng of 

For I am called try Tbj luune. 

O Lord, Qod of hoata, why ii my pain perpetoalt" 

Yes! There was no mistake about it — Jeremiah 
wanted to die ! Hot tears coursed down Ebed-radech*s 
che^ as he listened. Then he whispered a hurried 
word of hope to the prisoner and was off for the 
palace as f aat as his old le£p could carry him. 
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Twice be wss stopped by the guards, but each 
time quicldj released. Everyone knew Ebed-melech, 
his stoiy of Josiah's escape, his pririlegcB in the pal- 
ace. He was a fixture at the court, and people said 
that he would never die. 

Arrived at the palace, he demanded to see the king. 
Brou^t into the presence of Zedekiah he asked to 
speak to him alone. When both were left alone, he 
fell at Zed^ah's feet. Pointing to the door through 
which several princes had just gone out, be said: 

"Hf Lord, the Klngl 

"TheM men hAve done erll in tXl tlutt they have done ta 
Jenmikh, the prophet, whom they h^Te cMt into the pit. Ha 
is like to die In the place where he ta." 

Raising his head and looking straight into the 
king's eyes, he pleaded for the life of Jeremiah. He 
spoke very fast, his grey head shaking and his lips 
trembling. At last he finished his impassioned speech, 
prostrated himself before Zedekiah and kissed the 
hem of bis robe. 

Zedekiah graciously yielded to Ebed-mdech's 
pleading and aait three men with him to raise Jere- 
miah out of the (nstem. More dead than alive, 
Jeremiah was again taken to the guard house. Ebed- 
melech was given free access to his cell at all times. 

A few days later Zedekiah requested Ebed-mdech 
to bring Jeremiah to him, secretly. Rumor had it 
that Pharaoh Hophrah had halted in his march north- 
ward, because the Rabylonians had lifted the siege, 
and was returning to Egypt. Zedekiah, therefore, 
wanted to know from Jeremiah : 

"la there any word from tlie Loidt Ooneaal nothing fran 
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Jeremiah answered him: 



But Zedekiah wanted to hear. Vacillating aa he 
was, he hoped that perhaps this time Jeremiah would 
bring him a message of assurance. So, he swore to 
him, saying: 



miereupon Jeremiah fearlessl; delivered his final 
message to the king: 



TiMj have caused thy feet to sink in the mira; tht^ turn 

faMkt 
They liail alio bring out all your wont to the Chsldeaos. 
Ton jDUnelf ahall not eseape out of their handi. 
But aiuU be taken by the lisnd of the king of Bal^ylon; 
And tnia city ahail be burned." 

Zedekiah did not tear and rage as his brother, 
Jehoiakim, would have done at such a message. He 
did not possess enou^ energy or determination tta 
that. In a hopeless sort of voice he simply seat 
Jeremiah back to the guard house, where Ebed-melech 
continued looking after him. 

Once more Jeremiah proceeded to give practical 
evidence of his faith in the future of Judah, if the 
country would only submit to Babylonian rule; or, 
if king and princes and false prophets persisted in 
pushing the country to its fall, of his faith in the 
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Babylonian exiles, who, he tmly believed* would fotum 
and build up Judah again. 

Therefore, with the oaaiBtance of Ebed-melech aod 
Banich, who wa§ a frequent visittv to his master, 
Jeremiah arranged for and purchaocd the family 
property near Anathoth from bis unde, Haoanel, 
and turning tbft deed over to Barucb, laid to him: 

"lUee tiili pnnbaje dead and pnt it in an MztiMn tbmi I , 
that it in*i7 remaia for feax* to oomc ^r, thtu laith Um 
Loi^ 'Homw and flalda and TiiMTuds ■hall yet again ba 
bOB^t in tUa land.'" 

Events that followed, however, seemed to mock his 
tntfaunasm and bis hop& Th« rumor of Hophi^'s 
return to Egypt was verified — and Nebucbadrexur 
was still encamped at Riblah. 



D.a.t.zsd by Google 



CKAPTsm XX. 
In the Midit of Detptur, 

The year 686 ! 

What a terrible jear it was for JeniBalem and 
Judah — and Jeremiah! 

Ohi the famine, the miser;, the horrors within 
JeruMlem when the Babylonians besieged the city 
for the second time. 

Oh, the carnage, the massacre, the hopdess destruc- 
tion when the Babylmuans finally captured Jerusalem 
and burned the Temple 1 

On the ninth day of the fourth month the fint 
breach was made in the outer walls of Jerusalem by 
Nebuzaradan, the commander of NebucbadrezEar's 
body guard, who led the besieging forces. 

True to his character of wealding, Zedekiidi, with 
his nobles, at this first sign of danger to the city, 
fled fnnn Jerusalem through the Icing's gardens and 
the south gate, by night. When the news of the 
king's departure reached the Babylonians, Nebuzara- 
dan, with a chosen troop, ftdlowed immediately in hot 
pursuit. The whole renegade lot were captured in the 
pUuBS of Jeridio. Thrown into chains, they were 
sent to Riblab, to Nebuchadrezzar, while Nebuzaradan 
returned to his command, to push the final capture 
of Jonsalem with an energy equal to that with which 
his master had destroyed Nineveh. 

Ml 
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Tm> terrible tragedies were bemg eiucted at about 
the same time, in Jenualem and at Riblah. Nebu- 
chadrezsar timed hia performances at Riblah with 
the news that was brought to him from the domned 
Jerusalem. 

On the day when the report of the capture of the 
second defenses reached Riblah, Nebuchadrezzar 
gathered all his court in the market place, which had 
been transformed into a festive arena. Zedekiah, 
his sons and the Judean princes of the blood, in full 
regalia, were enthroned tm platforms, on one side of 
the arena. Nebuchadrezzar and his courtiers were 
enthroned in full state on the other. 

Zedeldah and his people, who had heard no news 
from the besieged capital, were greatl; astonished 
mi this i^iole procedure. They were soon to under- 
stand, however. At a given signal heralds 
entered and announced the report from the front. 
Following this came Nebuchadrezzar's body guard 
leading the lesser Judean nobles in chains ; and, at a 
conunand given by a Babylonian officer from Nebu- 
chadrezzar's platform, these were slaughtered before 
the eyes of Zedekiah, and of his sons and princes, in 
cold blood. 

When the news was brought that Jerusalem had 
finally fallen, a second festival was held in Riblah in 
the same way. To all appearances, Zedekiah and his 
SODS were the royal guests of the royal Nebuchadrez- 
zar at a great royal celebration. It was noticeable, 
however, that the Judean princes of the blood were 
missing from the side of their king and his sons. 
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At the proper time the heralds announced the tid- 
ings from before Jerusalem, the Judean princea were 
marched into the center of the festive throng — and 
beheaded. 

Finally, on the eighth day of the fifth month, the 
month of Ab, news came to Riblah that on the day 
before, the serenth of Ab, the destruction of the city 
bad begun. The report stated that the little garrison 
in the Temple was holding out, but that Nebuzaradan 
hoped to finish up his work and bum the Temple on 
the day after ; that is, on the ninth day of Ab. 

Nebuchadrezzar took it for granted that Nebuzara- 
don's estimate of events was correct. Just at about 
the time, therefore, that Nebuchadrezzar calculated 
the Temple ought to be burning, on the ninth day of 
Ab, the final horror in Riblab began. 

This time Zedekiah sat alone on his platform, a 
hopeless, shrunken figure, the mockery of a king. His 
heart told him the tragedy that he was about to 
behold; but he did not know what terrible thing the 
Babylonian had prepared fm: the climax. 

Zedekiah*B sons, mere boys, were brou^t into the 
open space before Nebuchadrezzar. Rings had been 
pivced through their noses and they were led by 
diains, like animals. A loud fanfare announced 
their coming. The trumpet notes were like so many 
sword points in Zedekiah's heart. 

The young princes, too, knew what awaited them. 
Innocent of any crime, they mandied bravely to th^ 
fate. One after another they laid their heads on the 
Uock, brave descendants of Eing David. 
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Zedekiah saw the exeevtioner's axe rise — Mid fall ; 
and ag&iD; and again 1 

His heart stopped beating. His Ihbui was numb. 
His bod; was without feeling. He never knew just 
when he was led from bis mock throne, nor hj iriicwn, 
nor where be was led to. He did not hear the jeen 
and howling of the blood-infuriated Chaldeans, nor 
the commands given him by his captors, nor the words 
addressed to bim b; Nebuchadrezzar himself. 

AU at once be fdt a severe pain in his bead« a 
shock through his entire nervous ajstem, a red-fir«- 
like tdur before his eyes — and be was blind forever. 
The eyes that, for the last time, had looked upcjD 
the writhing bodies of his headless children had been 
pierced out by the royal spear in NebuchadreEzar** 
hand! 

In Jerusalem the tragedy was less studied and, 
therefore, the carnage was much greater. Imprisoned 
in the guard house, Jeremiah did not know the wont ; 
but he euimised it. 

He had not seen Ebed-melech or Boruch for sevtard 
days. He did not know what progress the siege was 
making. No one had time to stop and speak with 
bim. Even food was no Imger brought to him. Is 
his loneliness and helplessness, he turned to God: 

"Then k bom Ifte unfa) Thea, O Lordt 
Thou art gnat And Th; nKine ja great in ml^t. 
Who ebould not fear Thte, O King of the natirast 
The Lord i* the true Ood. 
He in the lliinr God aad aa anrlMting King. 
He hath mads the aartli by Hie power; 
He hath estaMiabed Ow world b^ HU wfedom; 
Sj Bis iiiid»rtfsni1iiie hath Bk itntehtd «iit Oe bssnwft 
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Lor^ I kaow tbst Um my of man ii not in himMlf ; 
It ia not in num tiuit WKlk«tli to direct hi* itapa. 
O Lord God, ooTTeot tat, but in judpnenti 
Not in Thine mnger, last Tlion bring no to notUng." 

Finally came the Kventb da.;, and then the niath 
day of Ab! He heard the shouts and the clang of 
hand-to-hand fighting. The thick prisMi walls could 
not shut out the cunes of hating, contending men, 
the shrieks of the wounded, the prayers and moana 
of the dying. 

On the night of the seventh day of Ab he knew 
that the Babylonian had entered Jerusalem. The red 
sky told him that the city was burning. On Mie 
next day, be judged from the noises and commands 
within the garrison that preparations were being made 
for the last stand. 

An that day and all that ni^t long he heard tbe 
fighting on the Temple Mount. He pictured to 
him«''lf every step of the retreating, beaten Judeans 
and tbe oncoming, victorious Babylonians. 

On tbe morning of the next day, the fatal ninth 
ot Ab, the oppressive heat told him that the Temple 
was on fire. Through the day, the shouting and the 
fluting died slowly away. Jeremiah knew that tbe 
end had come for bis beloved fatherland — and for 
himself. His presence in the guard house bad been 
accidentally or purposely forgotten! 

At sunrise the next day, be was suddenly aroused 
from bis aimless, mental wanderings by the noisy 
marching of troops. They passed bis prison without 
stopping. He shouted, but they did not bear him. 
He could not see who they were, but Burmised that 
they must be Babylonians. 
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Sererftl bonn passed and once more he heard the 
heavy vtepa of troops. This time he shouted at the 
top of his feeble vmce and pounded the iron ban. 
They halted. Several were dispatched to the guard 
house. They broke open the door and brought forth 
a gray-headed, gray-bearded, unkempt little man, 
vhose face and bearing showed the horror* he bad 
been through. 

The soldiers made sport of him, but the commander 
did not permit them to kill a helpless old man. In- 
stead, he sent Jeremiah, through the ruins of the 
Temple and the city, with hundreds of others, to the 
prisoners' camp at Ramah, five miles north of Jeru- 
salem. 
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'Lamematiotu and a Vain Hope, 

It is said that ties of true friendship are ofteit 
stronger than ties of blood. Of such stuff were the 
ties made that bound together the families of Hil- 
Idah, the priest, and Shaphan, the scribe. Hilkiah 
and Shaphan labored hand in hand with King Josiah 
in his reforms. Shaphan's sons, Ahikam and Gema- 
riah, came to the assistance of Hilldsh's son, Jere- 
miab, when the latter was in sorest need. Now a 
grandson of Shaphan, Gedaliah, son of Ahikam, was 
to give a temporary haven to the weary Jeremiah. 

The whole of the Shaphan family followed in the 
footsteps of their noble ancestor. Both Ahikam and 
fiemariah belonged to the Prophetic Party ; though, 
mdike Jeremiah, they took the course of least resis- 
tance and continued in favor with the royal house. 

Nebuchadrezzar, who kept himself informed con- 
cerning the political leanings of the leading famihes 
in Jerusalem, therefore believed that if he raised 
a adon of Shaphan's family to the governorship of 
Judah, the country would remain loyal and leave bin. 
to his peace in upbuilding Babylon. 

Accordingly, Ahikam's and Gemariah's families 
were spared during the general slaughter in Jerusa- 
lem, and Gedaliah, Ahikam's son, was made gorentor 
of^ Judah when the victorious Babylonians had fin- 
ished their work in the land. 
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lliere vas still another person whom Ncbaduul- 
rezsar had giren orders to spare — Jeremiah. Notb* 
ing would have pleaaed Nebuchadrezzar better than 
for Jehoialum and Zedekiah to have followed the 
counsel of Jeremiah. Therefore, the prophet was not 
only to be saved from the carnage, but be was to be 
rewarded. 

Nebuzaradan had strict orders to find Jeremiah. 
In fact, the tmop which Jeremiah had heard in the 
garrison and that accidentally saved him was in search 
of him at the time. 

Nebuzaradan knew that Jeremiah was alive, 
through Baruch. Baruch had been captured and 
thrown into chains on the seventh day of Ah. When 
he heard that the Babylonians were searching for 
Jeremiah to save him, he informed them that he was 
imprisoned in the garrison. 

The captain of the troop had no idea that the 
emaciated old man was a prophet; but he thanked 
his stars that he had not permitted his soldiers to 
slay the poor fellow. He ccmiplimented himsdf when, 
at Ramah, he discovered that he had Jeremiah in his 
keeping and was oompUmeDted by the commander-in- 
chief when he brought Jeremiah to Nebuzaradan*B 

I While in the prisoners' camp, Jeremiah could not 
get out of his mind's eye the picture of devAstatitm 
that he had beheld while passing through Jerusalem- 
He kept entirdy away from his fellow prisoners. He 
wanted, and needed, to be alone. It was during these 
days he composed his Lamentations cm Jerusalon: 
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"Anr doth timtUrOt, aoHtwrr, that wm f nU of pMf^eT 
Sbe i» bwo m e ■• a widow, tbat waa great among the natioiut 
Bbn that wu a piinceM among the pravinow U become a 

Mbaturl 
81m wMpeth K>re 1 tlie nl^t and her tean an en ber ehedcs; 
Amcmg all her lovera aha hath Done to eomfort ben 
All bur fritode hare d«dt tfMehcnnulj with bu; they an 

beeome her enemiee. 
All that paaa by clap their hands at thee: 
Tbey faiw aod wag their head at the d*n^ter of JanualflBi, 

■•ylKft 
le thii the oily that awa called 

The perfMtioB of beant?. 
The for of the whole eartht 
jUI thine enemiee have opened their month wide againet tbeei 
llisy hlsa and gnaah the teeth: th^ utj, 



nit*" 

But Jeremiah, eren in this great extremity, wu not 
a mm without hope for the future. He knew his 
Qod aDd nnderatood that Hii ang» with the womk 
of men or nations does not last forever : 



It ia of the LMd'eTaring-kindneaaei that we an not aouanwd, 

beoaoae his eOMpawione fail not. 
They are mw awry meniing; great is Th7 faltUnlneas. 
The I/ord Is mj porthn, saiU mj moI; tkarafcn* will I hope 

Hie Lord ia good unto than that w«it for Him, to the tool 

that seekath Him. 
It is good that a man ehonld hope and qnieUy wait for tiie 

sa aitiom ol the Lord. 
It li mod lor » man that he bear tbe yoke In hie yooth; 
Let bun Bit alona and keep aileaoe, beeanae He hatii laid it 

Let him put his month in IJie dnst, if ao be there msf te 

Let b^ glTC his th-k to Un the* nitctli Ub; Irt Um b« 

flUed foU with Nproaeh. 
Star the LonI will not oast oft fbrarar.* 
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Jeremiah was not particularly interested whoi he 
was ordered to appear before Nebuzaradan. It did not 
really matter to him any longer what would happen 
to him. He had fought a brave fight — and had lost. 
Life or death mode no difference now. In fact, he 
would rather have died at the hands of the Baby- 
lonians than at the hands of his own people. So, 
he replied listlessly that he was ready. 

Even when given clean garments and ordered to 
bathe and told to brighten up and be cheerful, be- 
cause all would be well with him, he could not figure 
out what it all meant until he was in the tent of 
Nebuzaradan. Then, hope was bom anew in his 
heart, as he listened to what the commander had to 
say to him: 



tberetore this tMng is come to jou. 

"And now behold, I ]oom yoa tbu Amy from the ehalni 
whioh are upon your hand. It it leem prod to you to oodm 
with me to Bkhylon, come and I will l0(4c out for tcil But if It 
Mem undeairable to 70U to come witk me to BtAiyloa, do not 
oome; but go back to Oedaliah, the nu of Ahikam, the mm 
of Sb&phui, whom the king of Babylon has made gonmor 
over the dtiea of Judab, and drrell wiUi him among the peoirfe; 
or go wberever it irnmi right to you to go." 

Jeremiah replied, shortly, that he preferred to re- 
main in Judah. A dear look again came to his eyes ; 
his shoulders straightened up; he carried his head 
erect oace more ; he had new woric, m the old linesi 
to do. 

He also asked a favor — that Baruch, son of Neriahi 
and Ebed-melech, an Ethiopian freedman of tba 
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royal house, if alive, should be pennitted to remain 
with him. 

Both his preference and his request were graoted. 
Banich was found among the living in Riblah and 
Ebed-melech at the camp in Ramah. Nebuzaradan 
gave Jeremiah provisions and presents and sent him, 
with his two oHnpanions, to Gedaliah, who had estab- 
lished his capital at the ancient city of Mizpah, on 
the dividing hue between the old kingdoms of Israel 
and Judah. 

On his departure from Judah, Nebuchadrezzar had 
deported with him practically the entire population 
that was of any consequence. He left behind only 
the poorest of vine dressers and farmers. 

Gedaliah's position as governor, therefore, seemed 
to be but an empty honor. The country a wilder- 
ness, the capital in hopeless ruina, the Temple a pile 
of smoking and smouldering ashes — it was not a pic- 
ture to bring rejoicing to a governor's heart. 

But Jeremiah laid a new plan for rehabilitating 
the land. Neither Jerusalem nor the Temple were 
to be rebuilt, for the present. All efforts were to be 
bent toward building up a new conscience in tha 
simple farmers and vine dressers ; to fit these for en- 
tering a new covenant with their God and to make 
them worthy, indeed, to be God's people. 

In politics the land was to stand, above all, for 
faithfulness and loyalty to Babylonia. That was 
what Nebuchadrezzar expected from Gedaliah and 
that was what Gedaliah proposed to do. • With the 
religion Nebudiadrezzar never did and never would 
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i atg rf a-e. TherefoM, int of all, the nev gtfteraae 
iBmied this prodAnution to the renuunt that remained 
in Judah: 

"Do not be ftfraid to Mire the Cluldeuii. Settle down and 



a UB; but Ton 

getber for Tonreelve* wins and fruit* and oil, and put tbem la 
;ouT Tewela uid dw«U in 70U1 citiee of which 70U have Ukta 



The future again looked bright Under Oedaliah 
there was promise of a peaceful restoration of Judah. 

Jewish refugees in Moab, Amnion and Edom be- 
gan to return, because they looked for a just and 
benerolent rule from Shapban's grandson ; and thtj 
would not have bees disappointed had not scheming 
selfishness and hateful treachery stepped in to diatUr 
the last possible Judean hope. 
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Cbaftek XXTT. 
CefOMxrdice and Treachery. 

Gedaliah had governed in Mizpah seven montha 
when he was pleased to wdcome back to his father- 
Und, Ishmael, son of Nethaniah, a Judean chieftain 
of the rojal family, who had been driven to Ammon 
during the guerrilla warfare with Babyltmia, under 
Jdioiakim. 

A few days later, Johanan, son of Kareah, who waa 
one of the goTemor'a chief assistants, came to Geda- 
liah with the news that Ishmael was not sincere in 
bis protestations of loyalty, that he was in the employ 
of Baalis, King of Ammon, and that his mission to 
Mizpah was to put Gedaliah out of the way. Baalis, 
Johanan reported, wiks contemplating rebellitm B<xne 
time in the future, and did not want in Judah a 
governor faithful to Babylonia. In addition, Johanan 
said, Ishmael was hoping, through the assistance of 
Baalis, to regain the throne of Judah for his family. 

Gedaliah, nobleman that he was, refused to suspect 
Ishmael of treachery. On the contrary, a few days 
later he prepared a great banquet in Ishmael's honor 
and invited, in addition, all the Chaldean nobles whwn 
Nebuchadrezzar had left behind in Judah to assist 
Gedaliah in restoring order and in establishing law 
and government. 

Ishmael came with ten followers who had aeccHn- 
ponied him frtsn Amman. At a givoa signal, Ishmad 
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uid his ten men fell upon the unsuspecting Gedaliah 
and his Chaldean guests and turned the banquet haU 
into a house of death. 

On the next day, word came to Mizpah that eigbty 
men from Shechem, Shiloh and Samaria, were coming 
to Mizpah, on their way to Jerusalem to offer sacri- 
fices in the Temple ruins. These men had been 
selected by the survivors in that section of the coun- 
try to express their thanks to God, in this manner, 
for having been spared by the BabylcHiians. 

Ishmael went out to meet them. With tears in hia 
eyes he told them that he was a messenger from Ged- 
aliah to welcome them to Mizpah. Once in Mizpah, 
however, these eighty men were slaughtered by the 
ruthless and treacherous cowards from Ammon. 
Under Ishmaers direction, all the dead were thrown 
into the great reservoir that was built by King Asa 
of Judah at the time when be was at war with Baaaha 
of Israel. 

His work completed, Ishmael gathered his men to 
return to Baalis, in Ammon. 

Johanan, who had warned Giidaliah of Ishmaers 
treachery, did not propose to let the murderer escape. 
He gathered up such faithful men as he could. By 
a quick march of two miles to the north, his little 
force confronted Ishmael just outside of Gibeon, oa 
the well-traveled road leading to Beth Horon. 

Before the little armies came to an engagement, Jo- 
hanan aent word to Ishmael demanding surrendv. 
Ishmael answered with a request for a parley on the 
next morning, which was granted. 
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During, the nighty however, I^imael's men deeerted 
him and' went over to Johanan. Ishmael, himself; 
escaped to Ammon, and Johanan did not even pnnue 
him. On the next morning all returned to Mizpalu 

In Miapah, Ji^nan was confrcHited with a new 
problem. What would happen when the news reached 
BabjloQ that alt the Chaldean oEixn in Mizpah had 
been slain P The entire population knew what Neb- 
uchadrezzar's vengeance meant. They feared to re- 
main in J\tdah and, at a council of elders called by 
Johanan, it was dfetennined to leave the fatherland 
^together and' emigrate to Egypt; 

Before making a definite moye, however, Jt^anan 
and the elders sought the advice of Jeremiah. They 
came to the prophet with this petition : 

"Permit U8 to bring our petition before yon that yon may 
supplicate the Lord your Qod for ub, eren for all this remnant, 
for we ara left but a few ont of many — you yourself *ee n« 
Here — that tbe Lord your Qod may ahow ua the way vberein 
we should walk, uid the thing that we should do." 

Jeremiah answered them: 

"I btcn heai4 yon; bebtdd I will pray to the Lord your Ood 
according to your words, and whatever th« Lord shall anawer 
you, I will declare it to you; I will ke«p nothing back fmai 



To which the leaders replied : 

"God be a true and faitliful witness against ns, if we do 
not according to all the word with which the Lord your God 
shall send you to as. Whether It be good or wheUier it be 
evil, we will obey the -mice of the Lord our God, to whom wa 
send you, that it may be well with us, whoi we obqr tbe voios 
of tha Lord onr Ood." 
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me STORIES OF THE PROPHETS. 

Jeremiah took ten days to consider the matt^. 
Then the message come to him frmn the Lord his 
God and he delivered it to Johanan and his chief- 

•Tl jv-wia ittll abide !n this land, then will I bnUd yira 
and not pull you doint, and I will plant you uid not iriudc 

rnp; for I un tarry tor the evil that I have done to 700. 
not afraid of the king of Bal^lon, for I am with 70a to 
save 70U and to deliver you from hia hand." 

Johanan and the chieftains had hoped that Jere- 
miah would advise them to go to Egypt. They were 
disappointed. They took time, therefore, to discuss 
the matter further among themselves. 

Jeraniah had had experience enough to know what 
the remit would be. So he backed up his advice 
concerning Egjrpt with a public discourse, every line 
of which breathed hope for the future in Judah. 

He tried to show that the old order of tlungs had 
passed; that the old covenant between God and his 
people had been broken, never to be renewed again; 
that God would enter into a new covenant with them, 
a spiritual covenant, not so math with the whole 
nation, as with each individual. This is Jeremiah*8 
memorable address at Mizpab: 



" 'Behold tha days are ooming,' laith the Lord, 
llkat I will make a new oovenant with the houae of Israel 

and the hooee of Judah, 
Not like the covenant which I made with their fathert) 
In the day that I todc thcu by the hand to bring them out 

of the land of Bgyp^ 
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Vy ooTHunt whi«h thsj thenuelvw broks and I wm di»> 

pleued iritb tbem ; 
Bttt this ia the cOTenMit which I will nutka with tlw bouM 

"'After thoM ^yt,' uith th« Lord. 

T wilt put my teuhing in their breut and on tbeir beut 

will I write Itj 
And I will be to tbon a G«d and they shall be to me » 

And tbej shall not teach any moro every man hii neighbor. 

And every nun bis brother, saying, "Know the Lord," 

For they shall know ine, from Uie least of them to the 

greatest; 
For I will fOTglre them their Iniquities and remember their 



On the day of the meeting to settle finally the ques- 
tion of emigration to Egypt, another shocking 
surprise awaited Jeremiah. 

He waM accused of being a false prophet; of not 
having the received the message against going into 
Egypt from God, at all. He was accused of having 
conspired with B&ruch, who, Jeremiah was told, being 
of noble family, had ambitions to becrane King of 
Judah. Finally he was warned tha;t Baruch intended 
to hand all the remnant over to Nebuchadrezzar. 
More than that! It was determined to emigrate 
to Egypt at once and that both Jeremiah and Baruch 
must acc<Hnpany the self -exiled. 
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chaptei xxm. 

Jeremiah, the Martyred. 

The f wcing of Jeremimli into Egyptian exile 'wUh 
the others was the stroke that finally broke Jeraniah's 
heart. .A^ainflt sudi stiff-'Oedted perversity he ootdd 
h(dd out no longer. He Bubmittedi like a lamb, ^Jhs 
tine t« be led, litaraEy, to the tlaugfater. 

Judah waa destroyed, the Temple burnt, Ifae royal 
family extarminated, the last of the friends of J«r^- 
miah's family dead, the strength and nobility of the 
nation in Babylcmian captivity, and now, the miserable 
remnant that was left in Judah, self -exiled to Egypt ! 

The destination of the emigrants was Tehaphanes, 
just across the boundary from Judah. There waa 
already a small colony of Jews there. Being a fron- 
tier city on the ntain road to Jerusalem, Judeans often 
found refuge there from the many destruoUve armies 
that swept Judah. 

These gave all the emigrants a hearty welcome. 
Jeremiah might have setUed down there to pass the 
remaining years of his life quietly and at peace; or, 
he might have gone to Babylon where Nebuzaradan 
had premised to look after him. The course of 
events however, bade him remain where he now was. 

Pharai^ Hophrah still had in mind the conquest of 
Babylon. But Jeremiah had preached all his life that 
Nebuchadrezzar was God's chosen servant for smiting 
and referring to its sufferings: 
S78 
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the nations, Eg^pt ammg them. He had, many 
tunes, dared dea^ rather than dare be untrue to Grod 
and to his mission as a prophet. Tho^fore, in 
Tehaphenes, before Pharaoh's palace, Jeremiah deliv- 
ered the following oration : 



I will lend and take Kebnchulrexzar, the king of Babj^lon, My 
servant, and will net his throne upon theiie stones that I have 
hid; and he shall spread his royal pavilion over them. And 
when he oometli, he shall «nit« the land of Egypt." 

Both the Jews and the Egyptians who heard him 
were thoroughly enraged. Their rage swelled into 
an outcry, and tfae outcry into an attack upon Jere- 
miah. The very stones of which he spoke were show- 
ered upon him by the infuriated mob. 

Death, that he had often faced hut escaped, now 
came to Jeremiah in this way — and Baruch, loving 
disciple and fnend that he was, and Ebed-melech, 
faithful admirer and servant that he was, stood by 
Jeremiah's side to the last, sharing his fate with 
him. 

Through no fault of his own, but as God's chosei 
servant, speaking naught but the word of God as it 
was revealed to him, Jeremiah had been despised, 
degraded, spat upon, made to suffo- for the sins of 
his ]>eople and, finally, he was martyred at tUeiT 
hands. 

It is held by some that the martyrd<xn of Jeremiah 
inspired a later prophet to write the following 
remarkable lines, although most Jewish schdars 
explain these lines as persoufying the people of Israd 
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"Wlw wmild here b«Ii«red what now wa heart 
And to whom waa tbe Lord's arm rerealedT 
Why, he grew vp like a Hpling before as, 
Uke a iSoot out of dry groundl 

"He wae deapiaed and forsaken of men, 
A man of pais and funillar with Bomw: 
Yea, like one frton wham awn hide their faoea. 
He was dMf^aed, and we esteemed bim mrt. 

**8nr«l7 our anfferings he himself bor^ 
And our pains he carried; 
Yet we eateeOKd him stricken. 
Smitten of Ood and afflicted. 

*But he waa mnmded for our transgreeatona, 
Gnuhed beeatue of oar inianities; 
The chaatisemcnt for onr well-being wee upon U^ 
And through his stripes healing came to na. 

"All of us, like sheep, had gone astraf. 
We bad turned each hii own w»y; 
And the Lord laid npon him, 
. The guilt of us alL 

"He was aore prasaei, yet he reaigned himself 
And men not bia mouth. 
As a lamb ia led to the slaughter. 
And as a sheep that before her shearers is dtunk 

"Shut out from Justlea he waa hurried away; 
And as for his fate, who regarded it I — 
That he waa cut off ont of & laml of the UtIii^ 
Stridcen to death for our transgreasiona. 

"Th^ made his grare with the wicked. 
And his tomb irith the ungodly, 
AlUiough be had done no violuice. 
Neither was any deceit ia hie month. 

I But the Ixiii hatii pleasure in ffis •enasfc) 
He will ddtrer his soul from angniih; 
He will let him eee and be aatiafted, 
AM will Tindloai« him for his woes." 

{iMiak un.) 

[END OF TOLDHB ONB.] 
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